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PUBLIC WORSHIP IN CHURCH 

 

Sunday 10am Mass 

Just a reminder that covid restrictions will still apply when you 

attend church. You will need to: 

• Wear a face covering 

• Use hand gel on arriving and leaving the building 

• Keep 2m distance from others not in your household or   

bubble 

Please do not attend if you feel unwell. 

Those in the extremely clinically vulnerable group are still advised 

to consider their risk. 

 

NEW! Wednesday 10am Mid-week Communion 

New from 2 June, we are starting a service of mid-week Holy 

Communion in the church building. 

 

Tuesday Morning Prayer at 9.50am continues on Zoom 

 

APCM 

Our postponed Annual Church Meeting has been rescheduled for  

Sunday 13 June at 11am in church after the morning service. 

Reports for this will be available on Sunday 6 June 
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Rector’s Letter 

From Revd. Ben  

 

Dear all, 

As I write this, it feels as though we are beginning to get a sense of 

hope with regard to the Covid Pandemic; at least in this country.  

Just last week I was able to visit parishioners in person for the first 

time in 14 months (excluding funeral visits)! It was a real privilege 

to have a cup of tea with someone in their home once again. We 

also had my in-laws over for the first time since Christmas which 

was wonderful.  

The hope is that these small but significant changes will continue 

on as we work toward the summer when, all being well, restrictions 

should be lifted in a big way. As a church we have got used to a lot 

of different ways of being in response to the pandemic; not least 

the wearing of masks and 2m distancing. However, we will still 

have a lot of negotiating to do as the restrictions continue to be 

updated.  

We are able to announce the return of a mid-week communion 

service. The PCC happily agreed to this, with the decision taken to 

hold it in the main church building every Wednesday at 10am.  

It is hoped that this will allow people more time to get there in the 

morning, as well as allowing for cleaning to take place.  

I am also happy to announce that we have another curate joining 

us in the summer. Gill Ball will be joining us on a part time basis as 

a self-supporting curate, after her ordination as deacon on Sunday 

27th June. She will continue living in her own home in Walton and 

will be primarily working in the parish two days a week plus 

Sundays. She has written an introduction to herself later in the 

magazine (see page 9). In case there is any confusion, Rhoda is 

continuing with her curacy with us at the same time. She starts her 

third year of training in the summer.   
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The building project continues to roll on. The architects are finally 

able to proceed with the structural engineering after a lot of hold 

ups due to Covid. It is hoped that they will move on to the faculty 

application, and go out to tender, in the summer.  

The papers for our Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which is 

now happening in church at 11am on Sunday 13th June, will give 

everyone a clear picture of where we are as a church with regard 

to mission, finance and general church life. Do join us if you are 

able. 

Although there have been many challenges these past 14 months, 

there have also been many things to be thankful for.  

As we prepare for our annual meeting, and for the changes ahead, 

I would invite you to pray for Newbold Parish Church and our 

parish.  

 

Father God, 

thank you for our church and its people. 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit 

so that our church may grow. 

Help us to see you in everyone we meet, 

and fill our lives with your praise. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Every blessing, 

Ben 
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Warden’s Report 

From Richard Peet 

 

As I write this article, we have, as from Monday 17th May 

2021, moved to the next stage of the roadmap and await the 

next step hopefully taking place on 21st June 2021. 

The limit to the number of people able to mourn their loved 

ones has, from 17th May, changed from 30 to the capacity 

being determined by how many a venue can accommodate 

while maintaining social distancing, and weddings are able to 

have 30 in attendance rather than 15. 

Many of our congregation have now had both vaccinations 

and we hopefully can look forward to more lockdown 

restrictions being lifted - but will they all go? I think not. 

There will still be many people who are wary of going out after 

they have not been out of their homes since 23rd March 2020, 

apart from receiving their vaccinations. 

I am looking forward to two concerts in August, and hopefully 

to visit my friends in Durham in September and November. 

I think we should make plans for the future but be aware that 

things may change, especially if different variants come into 

this country from abroad, and that the four tests for easing 

restrictions continue to be met. 

Will we be able to hug, or shake hands in church, sing again, 

sit together, talk to each other more, and will groups meet 

again, or will zoom meetings continue for the foreseeable 

future? 

I am very proud of how our congregation has adapted to the 

restrictions in place, and that we have all felt comfortable and 

safe in our church. 
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We can begin to plan for the future and hope that they come 

to fruition. 

What are you looking forward to doing in the coming months? 

Meeting people including family and friends, going on holiday, 

or even trying new things? What have you missed, and what 

have you been thankful for during the last fifteen months? 

We will be having our APCM on SUNDAY 13th JUNE and it 

will be interesting to read the review of the past year in the 

report compared with the previous year. 

We give thanks for our pastoral team and that new friendships 

have been made as a result of talking to some members of 

our congregation who, before, we may have just said “hello” or 

“good morning” to. 

We give thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ, and pray that we are 

able to take time each day to be with him. 

With thanks …… 

From Ruth Cable 

To all our lovely friends in St. John’s Church and beyond, I 

take this opportunity of thanking you for the many cards and 

good wishes which have been sent. 

Thirty days in hospital is a long time but it was required, so my 

surgeon told me, due to the possible complications of 

performing a third hip replacement. I am so very thankful to be 

home again, and of course, will be delighted to see any of my 

friends.  Just give us a ring and I will tell you our entry 

strategy! 

Especial thanks to Rhoda, who ensured that I was well 

prepared in my mind, for the operation. 

I look forward to returning to church when I can walk again. 
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Our new additional Curate 

Revd. Gill Ball writes. 

That is the first time I have written 

Revd. and I think I am now more 

excited than daunted by the months 

and years ahead of me. I am writing 

this in a break from preparing my final 

sermon for Walton St John’s, where I 

have been training for the last 2 years, 

and which coincidentally is the parish where I live. I mention 

that because it addresses the influence of the Holy Spirit on 

Paul’s change of direction to visit Macedonia. (Acts 16) Unlike 

most stories of people’s lives, I am going to be contrary and 

work backwards, with two major changes of direction God has 

had a hand in.  

I have almost completed 2 years full time training at St Hild 

college, although as with so many things this has been by 

remote learning, which has been tough at times. I began part 

time study two years before that, having taken redundancy, 

not early retirement, from teaching at Tupton Hall School 

where I was in the additional needs department. The decision 

to leave teaching came after about eight years of prayer and 

debating with God, making every excuse I could to avoid the 

call to ministry. I was not good enough, holy enough, clever 

enough, but God had other ideas. Just as his instruction to 

Paul, He was making me to go a path I had not intended. But I 

will tell that story another day. 

Before teaching at Tupton I had been at Westfield Infant’s 

supporting children with special needs, and before that I 

taught at Stubbin Wood Special School in Shirebrook. I came 

to Derbyshire having again spent much time in prayer, since I 

was in Wellingborough with no job, family, or any reason to be 

there, and when it came, God’s pointing the way could not 

have been clearer. I was to move to the job where I was 
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needed, here in Derbyshire. My teacher training was in 

Eastbourne, and my hometown is King’s Lynn, where I was 

the child of a non- churchgoing family. I was however taken to 

St John the Evangelist Church, where I was Christened, and I 

put Christened deliberately as I believe I was Christ-ened. 

Now I will work back through to today. I started Children’s 

bible classes aged 5 and confirmed at 10. I would say Mum 

was a non-worshipping Christian, who had been to a church 

school and knew and observed the seasons of the church. We 

never ate meat on Good Friday. I was always encouraged to 

go to church, I became a server and was valued as part of the 

community church. I guess I have only missed church on a 

very few Sundays throughout my life. I met and married Tim, 

also a committed Christian, and it has been our habit to 

worship every Sunday even while on holiday. I have dabbled 

in children’s work to support our two girls, now grown up and 

both working for the charity World Vision and living in Bedford. 

I have been a bellringer all of my adult life, which has been my 

connection with the Crooked Spire since 1983. Before training 

I worshipped there, and yes, I am of High Church tradition. 

That said we worshipped at Old Brampton while the girls were 

growing up, and I can appreciate the place for variety of 

expressions. Training at St John’s Walton has taken me as far 

from my roots as the Church of England could find. They do 

like to ‘form’ you.  

Hobbies, oh yes. Gardening, I have an allotment, and I enjoy 

cooking, especially jams and chutneys, but not baking. I go 

walking and birdwatching, but I am told I should say I am a 

bird noticer since I don’t sit for hours and write down my finds, 

and of course a bit of bellringing.        

I am really looking forward to meeting you all and settling into 

a new church family. Please tell me your name, and 

remember there are lots of you and one of me, so please be 

kind and tell me again when I forget. 
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Newbold Women’s Group 

From Trish Law 

 

We are grateful to Rhoda for being the Zoom host on 5th May, 

when 14 members joined in the virtual meeting.  Our speaker 

for the evening was David Ramsden MBE, who lives in 

Devon.  We were also joined by two other ladies from Devon 

and another from Kent. 

Although David is not a climate scientist his passion for his 

subject resulted in a very enlightening, but challenging, talk 

entitled “Climate and Ecological Crisis – What’s all the Fuss 

About?”   He explained in easily understandable terms the 

reasons for the present damaging effects of climate and 

ecological change and went on to cover the ways in which the 

massive problems could be overcome. The emphasis 

throughout was that the problem is manmade, so the solution 

is also our responsibility. 

In respect of climate change he explained the importance of 

containing the rise in temperature caused by the massive 

amount of carbon dioxide being released into the atmosphere, 

giving us global warming and the “greenhouse effect”.  This 

results in faster loss of ice, especially at the poles and from 

glaciers, also from permafrost melting.  Crop failures are 

increasing, because of more floods and droughts, wildlife and 

fish stocks are in decline and poor air quality is killing people.  

With more severe storms and floods, his maps showed how 

by 2050, with increased sea levels because of global 

warming, parts of Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire and Norfolk 

could be under water if no action is taken.   

In the 2015 Paris Agreement, 196 countries agreed to do their 

part in keeping the overall increase in temperature to less than 

2°C, but not enough progress has been made and the UK is 
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not on track to meet this target.  If current trends continue and 

the temperature increase is between 2°C to 3.7°C most life 

would be wiped out and it could lead to the collapse of 

civilisation. 

The solution to the problem is a responsibility for all of us and 

even if we take small actions it can make a difference.  The 

main areas where action is required begin with transport, the 

biggest contributors to the problem being jet aircraft and 

cruise ships.  What we eat also needs to be reviewed, 

especially to consider consuming less meat, reducing waste 

and buying local produce. Consumerism is an important 

factor, so we are urged to reuse, recycle, repair or rehome 

where possible.  Finally, we should be talking about it all, 

including contacting our MP to encourage them to act or vote 

as appropriate.  His summing up - act now for life and for the 

children. 

If anyone is interested in learning more there is a lot of 

information and advice available on the following links: 

https://owlydave.info/wp-content/uploads/Action-points-

Personal-and-Government-2020.pdf 

https://owlydave.info/wp-content/uploads/Sources-of-Useful-

Information-2020.pdf 

 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 2nd June, at 7pm on 

Zoom, when we will have a totally different theme, with Colin 

Evans giving us a light-hearted evening with readings, poems 

and anecdotes. 

The Zoom link will be sent in advance as a reminder. 

Please contact me if you have any queries or suggestions. 

Trish Law  Committee Member 

         Tel: 450407  

https://owlydave.info/wp-content/uploads/Action-points-Personal-and-Government-2020.pdf
https://owlydave.info/wp-content/uploads/Action-points-Personal-and-Government-2020.pdf
https://owlydave.info/wp-content/uploads/Sources-of-Useful-Information-2020.pdf
https://owlydave.info/wp-content/uploads/Sources-of-Useful-Information-2020.pdf
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  TO ADVERTISE in 

The Evangelist 

January to December will cost 
 

£30 for ¼ page  

£55 for ½ page 

£100 for full page 
 

If advertising with us after 

January, the price will 

decrease accordingly. 

Contact Sue Wheeler  

Tel: 07787980961 
 

When using the businesses 

advertised in this issue, please 

mention that you saw the 

advert in The Evangelist. 



14 | P a g e  
 

Men’s Group 
From Martin Burrows 
 
The next Men’s Group will be held at the Burrows’ house. You 
are welcome to come along and sit in our garden and try and 
remember how we used to have ‘face to face’ get togethers. 
Bacon & sausage butties will be available if you are hungry, 
along with tea and coffee. Alternatively, the meeting will also 
go ahead via Zoom if you can’t make it or if the weather is 
inclement.  
 
Date: 19th June 2021 
Time: 10.30 am 
Venue: 8 Treeneuk Gardens, Ashgate, S403FH 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

200 Club 

The winners of the MAY draw are as follows: 

First Prize       £31.00 ROY WARD 

Second Prize  £15.00 CLARE GRIFFITHS 

Third Prize      £5.00   BRIAN LEE 

The current year ends with the draw in JULY, so the new year 

should begin with the draw in AUGUST. 

I will arrange to collect renewal payments in JULY and 

AUGUST and will let members know how I will do this, which 

is dependent on whether the covid restrictions which are due 

to end on 21st June take place. 

If anyone would like to join or have another number, please 

contact me on the telephone number which appears on the 

back inside cover of the magazine. 

Your membership is greatly appreciated especially during 

these difficult times for our finances.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Richard Peet  



15 | P a g e  
 

Clipping Time 
 

R.D. Rawnsley 
From “July at the Lakes” 

 
 
 
 

Underneath the sycamore 

Shepherds count their fleecy store. 

Neighbours come from far and near, 

Neighbour-like the flock to shear. 

Here the urchin fresh from school 

Helps to load the clipping stool. 

Holds the tie for legs that kick, 

Hands the tarry “smitting” stick. 

Very grave the grey-beards seem 

Tho’ the bright shears click and gleam 

And the girls with laughter soft 

Toss the fleeces to the loft, 

While the little children run 

To and fro in ceaseless fun. 

 

 

Bark of dogs is in our ears, 

And beneath the magic shears 

Lo! The creature dumb from fright 

Turns from tawny into white. 

Then, at last set free, the sheep 

From the clipping stool will leap, 

While the lambs with plaintive cries 

Greet their mother’s new surprise, 

And the dogs as wise as men 

Push their charge from pen to pen. 
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Count your blessings    

From Bob Cable & Evelyn Lowe 

 

The walk began by wandering behind the churchyard of St. 

Peter’s Church, Holymoorside, past a small orchard and onto 

a track where we came across a dead shrew.  It was 

noticeable how dry and cracked the paths were when just 

weeks before we were struggling to avoid areas of thick mud.  

The path took us over three fields to emerge on Walton Back 

Lane and then a right turn at a footpath sign over more fields 

and two concrete bridges with very little water flowing below.  

In the next field we enjoyed the sight of ewes with lambs, 

although one ewe had shredded her coat and seemed to be 

scratching her body with a back foot. 

The existence of six mature trees standing in line jogged a 

memory that we were taking the correct way and after skirting 

Steve Perez’s 350 acre estate, we arrived at Walton Road and 

walked past his impressive, white house, Walton Lodge.  A 

wide path beckoned, bordered on the left by a line of 

blackthorn in blossom which led us into the pine forest and to 

Granville’s Wood and the woodland burial area. We wandered 

around observing the large plots, many with wooden benches 

and most having inscription plaques on tree stumps. The area 

had a peaceful feel, surrounded by the pine trees, but was 

quite dark and sombre.  

We left the wood and negotiated our way over three plank 

bridges to walk beside Walton Golf course, where we spotted 

four magpies – no eagles or birdies though.  According to the 

internet, magpies signify spirituality so if seen “it may be time 

to start strengthening these aspects in our spiritual life, or 
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possibly start paying attention to the omens, dreams and 

hunches we may be getting”.   

As we walked up a track towards the Blue Stoops pub, we 

passed horses in a field, where notices were displayed stating 

they had Cushing’s Disease and not to feed them.  

Apparently, this is a malfunction of the pituitary gland and can 

be fatal. 

We crossed the road onto Foljambe Avenue and walked down 

to Walton Dam where we ate our lunch, warmed by the 

sunshine and gazing at the water and the few ducks 

swimming around.  In Somersall Park we made a wide loop 

around families who were congregating at the children’s 

playground and walked over a couple of fields to arrive at our 

cars. 

When reading over this article, I realised that this may sound 

like a depressing walk, a tiny dead animal, a sheep with a bad 

itch, a human burial ground and horses in bad health - hence 

my title.  

  

One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what 

I seek: that I may dwell in the house of 

the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze 

upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek 

him in his temple. 

Psalm 27 vs4 
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New 24hr taxi service 
Airports - Minibuses - Wheelchair service 

 

Wedding Cars 
Be different & arrive in style with our 

exclusive wedding cars 
Classic - Modern - Sports & Retro cars 

Request a free brochure 
 

Friendly & helpful drivers and receive a 
FREE GIFT from our driver each time. 
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From ancient to modern ……. the second of our 

articles from our retiring magazine editors. 

From Ena Johnson 

 

 At the beginning when I was approached to help with the 

production of the Evangelist, I was as Evelyn suggested, a 

little reluctant, but as I had just had a hip replacement it was 

difficult to run away!  Knowing where these things can lead in 

the Church of England I explained very carefully, three times, 

what I understood ‘help’ to mean …  but eventually I ended up 

as a co-editor with Evelyn.   

All went smoothly for a few months until the day when Evelyn 

and I were being shown how to assemble the magazine ready 

to be taken to the printer. Partway through the lesson Fr. Nigel 

Johnson had to leave in order to conduct a funeral. We were 

on our own. Consternation! 

In those days the magazine was produced with the pages as 

the size you see them. So, they had to be delivered to the 

printer with page 1 next to page 40, page 2 next to page 39 

and so on. (If you flatten out a magazine you will see what I 

mean.) Odd numbered sides are on the left and even 

numbered sides on the right. The adverts had to match up on 

either side of the centre as they were printed on different 

coloured paper. This description makes it sound more 

complicated than it actually was. Our reaction to the 

immediate feeling of panic was to resort to basics and put 

twenty numbered sheets in order on the floor and deal out the 

items that we had. Fortunately, we were in the Parish Room 

with plenty of space. In a very short time, we knew what we 

were doing so refined the process and learned to embrace the 

challenge of filling in odd spaces that were left using cut-and-

paste with real scissors and glue. Sometimes last-minute 

creative writing was needed. 
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Things became easier when the Evangelist was taken in-

house and printed by Stephen. Then we simply had to 

assemble A4 sheets in order, with much more flexibility about 

the number of pages, provided it was divisible by four if we 

were to fill them all. We did of course have to make the print 

size bigger and allow for the fact that photographs shrank 

when pages were photocopied. 

Word got round that we usually assembled the magazine on a 

Tuesday night ready for Steve to collect on Wednesday. 

Occasionally people regarded this as the new deadline, 

leading to some rearrangement of pages at the last minute. I 

got quite blasé about doing this, but I slipped up once so that 

the first side of an article appeared after the second side, and 

overleaf.  On the whole we avoided any really glaring spelling 

and grammatical errors, except for a mortifying ‘correction’ of 

a word by Microsoft in our very first edition proving yet again 

that Britain and America do not entirely share a common 

language. 

 

Lockdown began two days before we were due to assemble 

the April magazine last year and handing over paper was 

banned by the Church of England. This meant that the 

magazine needed to be assembled on computer with no time 

to upgrade our computer software or our skill sets. Ben 

bravely took on the job only to find that his Apple Mac and 

Microsoft were not on the best of terms, especially when it 

came to pages containing photographs or any special 

formatting! Nevertheless, unlike some other parishes we were 

determined that the magazine would continue in lockdown and 

after a second stressful month for Ben, Rhoda stepped 

forward and admitted to working for two years in publishing 

and having a computer which communicated happily with 

mine and Evelyn’s. 
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 Eventually Sue joined us as a co-editor with Rhoda, so the 

former editors were able to retire quietly without having the 

hassle of persuading someone else to take over. Almost at the 

same time the lease for the photocopier ran out, all combining 

to create an opportunity for the very professional looking 

publication, including colour, which we have now.  

Obviously if you are going to edit a magazine you will need to 

have something to edit. So, thank you to all those of you who 

sent in regular articles over the years or who sent in items of 

interest noted on holidays or marking special events. A special 

thank you to all those people who last year responded to our 

appeal to write something in the absence of regular items. 

They made it possible to let the parish know that we were still 

alive. In fact, the largest (and possibly best) edition was 

produced in lockdown! 

Finally, thank you to Julie for arranging the beautiful flowers 

we both received, and to Ben for delivering them safely on 

foot even though I doubt that he could see where he was 

going behind them! They were much appreciated as a daily 

source of pleasure for quite some time in the pandemic. It will 

be a pleasure to look forward to the Evangelist without having 

proofread most of it several times. May it continue to go from 

strength to strength.   

 

 

 

Christian Aid Week 

Many thanks to everyone who donated via the red envelopes.  

We raised the wonderful amount of £219.40 which will be sent 

to the local representatives for our region. 
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Churchyard bird spotting 

From Christine Wieloch 

 

The following birds were seen in the churchyard this month, 

blackbird, blue tit, carrion crow, chiff chaff, coal tit, collared 

dove, dunnock, feral pigeon, gold crest, great tit, herring gull, 

house martin, house sparrow, jackdaw, magpie, nuthatch, 

robin, swallow, swift, wood pigeon. 

 

  

This month’s birds 

are two of our 

summer visitors.  

The swallow has 

tail streamers, 

longer and thinner 

in the male, long 

pointed wings and 

is often seen 

swooping low over 

the ground or 

water. 

The swift is larger 

than the swallow.  It 

has scythe shaped 

wings and a loud 

screaming call.  It 

spends most of its 

life in the air and 

even sleeps on the 

wing.  This is not 

obvious on this 

picture but it has a 

forked tail. 

At this time of year 

both are seen in the 

churchyard. 
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Readings and Collects 

 

Sunday 6 June First Sunday after Trinity 

1 Samuel 8.4-11[12-15] 16-20 [11.14-15] Psalm 138                
2 Corinthians 4.13 - 5.1 Mark 3.20-35 

O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, 
mercifully accept our prayers and, because through the 
weakness of our mortal nature we can do no good thing 
without you, grant us the help of your grace, that in the 
keeping of your commandments we may please you both in 
will and deed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

God of truth, help us to keep your law of love and to walk in 
ways of wisdom, that we may find true life in Jesus Christ your 
Son. 

 

Sunday 13 June Second Sunday after Trinity 

1 Samuel 15.34 - 16.13 Psalm 20 2 Corinthians 5.6-10 [11-
13]14-17 Mark 4.26-34     

Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are 
nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts 
that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of 
all virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead before 
you. Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

Faithful Creator, whose mercy never fails: deepen our 
faithfulness to you and to your living Word, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   
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Sunday 20 June Third Sunday after Trinity 

1 Samuel 17.[1a,4-11, 19-23]32-49  Psalm 9.9-20 or 1 Samuel 
17.57 - 18.5, 10-16 Psalm 133 2 Corinthians 6.1-13          
Mark 4.35-41  

Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have 
sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby we call you 
Father: give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation may be brought to the glorious liberty 
of the children of God; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

(or)  

God our saviour, look on this wounded world in pity and in 
power; hold us fast to your promises of peace won for us by 
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

 

Sunday 27 June Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

2 Samuel 1.1,17-27 Psalm 130 2 Corinthians 8.7-15         
Mark 5.21-43 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon 
us your mercy; that with you as our ruler and guide we may so 
pass through things temporal that we lose not our hold on 
things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

Gracious Father, by the obedience of Jesus you brought 
salvation to our wayward world: draw us into harmony with 
your will, that we may find all things restored in him, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Sunday 6 June     First Sunday after Trinity            10am Mass 

Sunday 13 June   Second Sunday after Trinity       10am Mass     

Sunday 20 June   Third Sunday after Trinity           10am Mass 

Sunday 27 June   Fourth Sunday after Trinity         10am Mass 

 

Week 5-12 June     Churches count on nature (activities in 

this week see page 30) 

 

Sunday 13 June    APCM  in church                        11am 

 

Every Wednesday Mid-week Communion in church 10am 

 

Tuesdays in June      Morning prayer, 9.50am for 10am 

 

Wednesday 2 June   Women's Group  7pm (see page 11) 

Saturday 20 June      Men’s Group      10.30am (see page 14) 

 

For Zoom links or further information about ways to 

join in please contact Revd Rhoda  

email below or call – see page 47 for details 

Items for the May edition to be with Rev Rhoda revdrhoda@gmail.com and 

Sue sue.wheeler.stjohns@gmail.com by Sunday 27 June 
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From the Registers 

 

Funeral at Graveside 

28 April  Winifred Cooper   aged 100 

 

Churchyard [burial or interment of ashes] 

7   May  Kenneth Michael Byfleet 

15 May  Margaret Hardy  

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
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CEFAA (Church of England Flower Arrangers 

Association) 

From Julie Franks 

 

Each year the Church of England Flower Arrangers 

Association set aside a Sunday they call “Chain of Flowers”, 

this year it is Sunday 27th June.  We have a prayer which you 

may like to use in your private prayer during the week. 

 “O Lord, the creator of all things of beauty, grant to those who 

serve you with their gifts of floral art, a sense of your majesty 

and a desire to heighten the worship of the Holy Church by 

the dedicated use of their gifts. 

This we ask in the name of Him who, with the Father, is the 

Creator and Sustainer of all good things; Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.”      

There will be 3 small bunches/arrangements of flowers in 

church on the 27th June, please feel free to take one.  Enjoy 

the flowers; give them a drink. Once you have enjoyed them, 

how about passing them on to someone else to enjoy the 

pleasure flowers can give?       

Julie Franks 
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Churches Count on Nature 5-12 June 

Activities happening in the churchyard. 

 

What’s that bird?  

Saturday 5 June, 8.30am until 10am. 

Free 

Accompany an amateur bird enthusiast on 

a tour of the churchyard to record the 

different bird species seen. All welcome, 

whatever your level of birdwatching 

knowledge. It will be helpful if you have binoculars to bring 

them. Booking essential on Eventbrite—contact Rhoda for the 

link. Maximum 15 people, who will walk in groups of 5 with a 

leader. Bring your own refreshments for afterwards. 

 

Provide a home for our birds 

Saturday 5 June, 10.30am until noon. Free 

Assemble a birdbox for the churchyard. We have only one 

habitable birdbox in the churchyard and would like to provide 

our feathered friends with a better welcome. Pre-cut 

birdboxes, tools, and instructions will be provided. Bring your 

own refreshments for afterwards. All welcome—limited places 

in 8 groups of 1 to 3 individuals. Booking essential on 

Eventbrite—contact Rhoda for the link. 

 

Weekly nature count 5-12 June 

During the week of the Churches Count on Nature June 5th to 

12th, while you are walking through the churchyard, make a 

note of any plants, trees, birds or animals you see and can 

identify. Email these to us at revdrhoda@gmail.com, and the 
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findings will be collated to send in to the churches count on 

nature event. Please be careful on uneven paths and ground 

in the churchyard. 

Wildlife Safari—tremendous trees?  

Rhoda is organising a wildlife safari for the local FSE group 

and is happy to pass the material onto any families who might 

like to use it independently. Please be careful on uneven 

paths and ground in the churchyard. 

NB For all events stout footwear is advisable. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank You  

from The Chuildren’s Society 

 

We have received a letter from The Children’s Society 

thanking us for the £223.00 donation raised at our Christingle 

Service. 

They write ………. 

Thank you so much for your Christingle celebration this year 

and amazing donation of £223.00 to the Children’s Society. It 

is thanks to the money raised by churches and congregations 

like St John the Evangelist Church Newbold that we are able 

to transform the hopes and happiness of thousands of 

children in this country who face abuse, exploitation and 

neglect and bring the full light of Christingle into their lives. 

Please extend our thanks to everyone who contributed 

towards this. 

We can’t thank you enough for all the hard work you have put 

in to ensure the Christingle tradition continues. …. You can 

read more about the impact your support has here 

www.childrenssociety.org.uk/impact 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/impact
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Consultation on proposed 500 houses 

From Chris Barnes 

 

William Davis Homes is proposing to build 500 new houses by 

extending the current Skylarks estate off Dunston Lane into 

the adjoining fields running up to Dunston Road. It has 

launched a consultation process with local residents prior to 

putting in a planning application. The closing date for 

consultations is Thursday 3rd June 2021. If you have not 

received a leaflet, details of the proposal can be found at 

www.dunstongrangeextension.com. If you want to comment 

on the proposals, hurry to this website. 

From what I can see, the proposals are in line with the 

recently adopted local plan. However, there may be a number 

of issues it is legitimate to raise, such as 

• The Plan says the developer must create a sustainable 

community. Should the local centre, currently proposed to be 

on the edge of the development, be adjacent to the proposed 

new primary school so that a proper local hub is created? 

• Will there be provision in the proposed local centre for 

the equivalent of a village hall or even a church? 

• How will the residents of the proposed houses access a 

bus route? It’s a very long walk to the existing routes. 

• Will there be enough smaller homes to meet local 

demand? 

• How will “affordable homes” be defined? What provision 

will be made for social housing managed by, say, a housing 

association? 

• Will all the houses be provided with solar panels and/or 

other energy saving or generating devices?  
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• Will Section 106 monies pay for the proposed new 

community facilities? (Section 106 is part of the Town and 

Country Planning law which makes developers pay for some 

of the community facilities made necessary by the new 

development that would otherwise have to be paid for out of 

taxes.) 

You may think of other issues you want to raise. The 

developer will have to report the results of the consultation to 

the Borough Council when they submit their planning 

application, so the Council will consider all the issues raised. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Poem  

From Richard Peet 

 

As we are now in the month of June, 

We hope more rules will be reducing soon. 

We are looking to the future now, 

Awaiting to see what the government allow. 

As we listen to the birds as they sing, 

What do you want the future to bring? 

We are so glad that we are able to meet, 

But not all together as we are all shown to our seat. 

We look forward to the day when we are able 

To all sit together with friends at a table. 

Let us hope one day our groups we can see, 

But at this time there is no guarantee. 

So let us rejoice in the house of the Lord, 

As time with him we all can afford.  
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Stephen Toon Hearing Care 

Do you suffer from excessive ear wax? 
Have it removed in the comfort of your own home by a qualified 

Audiologist, using the latest equipment and techniques 
                         One Ear  £40*                               Both Ears  £60* 

*Home visits normally £20 extra.  Special offer for magazine readers 

 

Need Hearing Aids? 
I promise you will be delighted by; 

                How they look                                      How they feel 
                How well you hear                              How much they cost  
               For a free assessment or information call 01773 687060 

The best hearing aids, the best aftercare, and 
The best prices. 

Tel: 01773 687060    www.stephentoon.org 
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Memories of a Burmese War zone part 2 

From Chris Barnes 

 

On February 1 this year, the Myanmar military (the Tatmadaw) 

carried out a coup d’état against the ruling democracy. On the 

same day, they attacked several villages occupied by the 

Christian Karen people; restarting the civil war which has been 

going on since the late 1940’s. These attacks have continued. 

On 28 March, bombing raids on Karen villages forced 3000 of 

them to flee across the river border with Thailand in fear of 

their lives. Sadly, all but the injured were forced back by the 

Thai authorities. 

In the April edition of the Evangelist, I described my two visits 

to the Burmese war zone during the second week of the 

church mission I went on in February 1999. This month I will 

describe what life was like in two Karenni refugee camps 

inside Thailand itself when I stayed in them in the first week of 

the mission. (The Karenni are a sub-tribe of the Karen 

people). Our party of six spent one night in a remote camp 

called Camp 3 and three nights in another camp called Camp 

5. 

We were based in a small town near the Thai/Burma border 

called Mae Hong Son (MHS). The journey to Camp 3 was 

very difficult. We travelled in a 4x4 pick-up truck along a main 

road for an hour before we turned off onto a forest dirt track. 

We then turned off that track onto one that was barely there, 

spending part of the journey driving down a river bed. The 

location of the camp was beautiful, stretching on both sides of 

a steep river valley. During the monsoon season the river 

became so swollen that the bamboo bridge over it was always 

swept away. It must have been very difficult to supply the 

camp during this period. 
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Camp 5 was only a taxi ride away from MHS because the Thai 

authorities had created a tourist attraction at the entrance to it. 

One part of the Karenni tribe are known as the Padaung or 

long-necks. The women wear brass coils (not rings) to make 

their necks longer. Tour buses come to this part of the camp 

to gawp and buy trinkets. I did not take the attached picture 

out of respect for the people we were staying with; it is copy of 

a post card I 

sent back to 

Hilary.  

The main camp 

was round the 

corner, out of 

sight of the 

tourists. The 

refugees there 

were marginally 

better off than 

those in Camp 3 

because they could sell native craft goods made in the main 

camp through the tourist camp and also illegal work was 

available on nearby farms. As a result, the camp had three 

shops, a malaria clinic (the disease is endemic) and even a 

computer with internet access – remember this was the 

infancy of the internet. The computer ran off the generator 

which supplied 

occasional 

electricity to the 

clinic. 

Life in both 

camps was pretty 

basic. Their 

houses were 

made out of 

materials 
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gleaned from the neighbouring jungle. Bamboo provided the 

structure of the houses and other buildings; walls were made 

from woven palm leaves and roofs from other leaves the size 

of dinner plates. Several leaves were bound together to form a 

kind of tile and then tied to wooden battens. The roof of each 

house would consist of several thousand leaves. They took 

quite a battering during the monsoon and needed regular 

repair. One tip is that if you ever need a good night’s sleep in 

a bamboo hut, sleep with the grain of the bamboo framework, 

not across it! 

The other buildings in the camps, such as churches and 

schools, were built in the same way. As I said before, both 

their Christianity and education were important to them. Camp 

3 even had the equivalent of a sixth form college and a course 

similar to an Open 

University course 

was just starting in 

Camp 5. The Karen 

are determined to 

ensure that if and 

when they gain 

some level of 

autonomy, they 

would have 

sufficiently well-

educated world 

citizens capable of 

making a success of 

it. 

Again, food was 

very basic and 

supplied by charity. 

The key one was the 

Burma Border 

Consortium, which is 
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backed by the United Nations. It ensured the camps had a 

safe water source and supplied rice. The rice was 

supplemented by whatever they could scavenge from the 

jungle, grow in very small veg plots, or by other donations 

from charitable missions like ours. 

Life in the camps was monotonous. We saw only one pet – 

cats and dogs were regarded as sources of meat – and only 

one homemade children’s toy. Nevertheless, the Karen people 

were some of the most cheerful people I have ever met, even 

though most of them had witnessed horrific atrocities at the 

hands of the Tatmadaw. They had relative safety, their 

religion, their music, each other and, most of all, hope for the 

future. 

I would be interested to know if this hope was still alive 20 

years on. A glance at Google earth suggests the camps have 

grown in scale and the Thai government has become much 

less welcoming or tolerant. The recent coup will surely have 

put a dent in them. However, the Karen still have their 

Christian faith to keep their hopes alive. The story of how they 

came to faith is remarkable. 

Apparently, they had an ancient myth that one day a white 

man would appear out of nowhere with a book in his hand 

which held the truth. In 1848, the Reverend George 

Boardman, a missionary from the American Baptist Foreign 

Mission Society, came upon them in their self-governing state 

and carrying a Bible. As a result, most of the Karen people 

became Christians. This was decades before the British 

colonised Burma. It was no wonder that the Karen so readily 

welcomed the fellow believers who now ruled the country. 

Religion is still very important to them. We spent our first 

Sunday in Camp 5 and attended their service. They expected 

two sermons from our party. My incumbent preached one and 

I had to preach the other – I was only a Reader in training at 

this point so it was pretty nerve wracking. It was also difficult 
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because I had to keep the grammar simple and to pause after 

every sentence to allow the translator to repeat my words. A 

ten-minute sermon took 20 minutes. But the overall service 

was wonderful, with excellent musicians and the church choir 

effortlessly singing 4-part harmony. 

The second Sunday, we worshipped at the Asian Tribal 

Ministries (ATM) service in Chiang Mai. ATM hired a room in a 

local luxury hotel to hold the service, which was conducted in 

English with all the words projected on an OHP. The service 

was notable for three things: 

1. An English couple who normally worshipped at Christ 

Church, Fulwood, in Sheffield, walked in shortly after it 

started. They were on holiday at the hotel and had asked at 

reception if there were any Christian services held in Chiang 

Mai. The receptionist said she did not know of any. As they 

walked through the hotel lobby, they heard the familiar tune 

and words of a Graham Kendrick hymn and so came to the 

service. 

2. The words on the screen were in both English and 

Burmese script. The problem was that the English words of 

some very familiar worship songs had been translated into 

Burmese and then translated back into English. So, they were 

slightly different from the words we actually knew so well, 

which was very disconcerting. 

3. At the end of the service, the leader asked us all to say 

the words of the Lord’s Prayer in our native tongue. This 

meant that there were at least 12 different versions being said 

simultaneously. If you think that saying the Lord’s Prayer in a 

Zoom meeting creates a cacophony, that is nothing compared 

to that. However, we all finished simultaneously with “Amen.” 

Which just goes to prove that the body of Christ truly is one, 

whatever our race or language. 

Chris Barnes                                                        6 May 2021  
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Let Us Smile 

 

1    Adam Brown, my assistant programmer, can always be 

found 

2    hard at work in his cubicle.  Adam works independently, 

without 

3    wasting company time talking to colleagues.  Adam never 

4    thinks twice about assisting fellow employees, and he 

always 

5    finishes given assignments on time.  Often, he takes 

extended 

6    measures to complete his work, sometimes skipping 

coffee 

7    breaks.  Adam is a dedicated individual who has 

absolutely no 

8    vanity in spite of his high accomplishments and profound 

9    knowledge in his field.  I firmly believe that Adam can be 

10  classed as a high-calibre employee, the type that cannot 

be 

11  dispensed with.  Consequently, I truly recommend that 

Adam be 

12  promoted to executive management, and a proposal will 

be 

13  executed as soon as possible. 

 

Addendum 

The idiot was standing over my shoulder while I wrote this 

report.  Kindly re-read only the odd numbered lines. 
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Town Report 

From Brian Speed 

 

 As I sit in my office today, (Saturday 

16th May) Chesterfield FC are teetering 

on a knife edge with the prospect of a 

position in the National League play-offs still a possibility, but 

due to a rather lacklustre performance today resulting in a 0-0 

draw against a lowly Wealdstone FC team, who usually make 

a habit of suffering hefty defeats, along with a run of defeats 

against some of the top teams in the league, the Spireites now 

need to get results from their last two fixtures, with the last 

game of the season on May the 29th being an away fixture 

against play-off hunting Halifax Town.  

A spate of injuries has also plagued the team with key players 

like the lively Asante, signed form James Rowe’s old team 

Gloucester, now out until the end of the year with a bad knee 

injury; Hayden Hollis, a revitalised player and now fans 

favourite also out with a ruptured Achilles; Fraser Kerr, 

another of Rowe’s signings and great addition to the team, out 

with an ankle injury…the list goes on! 

On a more positive note, fans are looking forward to the next 

Home game against Dagenham and Redbridge – this will be 

the first game in over a year where fans are allowed back into 

the ground (albeit at a reduced capacity) and will be the first 

time for many of the team to play a game in front of the 

Chesterfield supporters! 

By the time this addition of the Evangelist is published, the 

fate of Chesterfield FC’s season could already have been 

decided, but whichever way it goes, under James Rowe the 

Spireites have actually had something to cheer about again.  
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Bible Sudoku 

First you answer the scripture-based questions to determine the 

numbers for each clue and place them in the squares mentioned.  

Then proceed as normal, placing number 1 to 9 in each row, each 

column and each of nine 3 x 3 areas within the puzzle grid. 

 

For A3, I4, D5, B8, H9 

According to Old Testament law, how many years are the fields to 
be sown before letting the land lie still?  (Exodus 23:10-11) 
 

For B1, I2, A4 

Into how many pieces will the Mount of Olives cleave when Jesus 
returns? (Zechariah 14:4) 
 

For C2, H4, G8 

How many years was Anna married before she became a widow? 

(Luke 2:36) 
 

For E2, C4 

How many years were the Israelites subject to Cushanrishathaim? 

(Judges 3:8) 
 

For F1, C5, I6, H7, A8, E9 

In one of Ezekiel’s visions, how many faces did each creature have? 
(Ezekiel 1:6) 
 

For G1, E3, F5, C8 

What number commandment says. “Honour thy father and thy 
mother”?  (Exodus 20:12) 
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For G4, B5, D6, E8, I9 

How many years were the bright, young Jewish captives of Daniel’s 
time to be trained in Babylon?  (Daniel 1:1-5) 
 

For H1, A7, F8 

What number plus 3 equals the number of gates of pearl in the 
New Jerusalem?  (Revelation 21:2, 21) 
 

For H2, D3, E7 

How many brothers did Joseph jail while the rest went back home? 

(Genesis 42:19) 

From Fun Bible Sudoku, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc.  Used by permission. 
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Bishop Libby writes …………. 

 

Friends, two years ago today I was installed as Bishop of 

Derby. I reflected on that occasion that ‘we live in an era of 

unprecedented pace and scale of change; we face turmoil in 

our national life, and danger across the globe; we face 

increasing pressure in the church; and we know there are 

tough choices and decisions to be made in the diocese’. We 

could not have imagined how true that would prove to be in 

the months that have followed.    

As I reflect today on my call to follow Jesus, I remain deeply 

thankful that God has asked me to do that here, with you. Two 

years ago, I shared that ‘my desire for our diocese is that we 

know we are loved beyond measure by Jesus, and sure in the 

hope that gives us, we have the courage to love others 

without restraint, for Jesus’ sake’. My prayer then was, as it is 

now, that across very geographical, socio-economic, 

theological and cultural context we expect to grow: in depth of 

faith and number of disciples, in participation in our 

worshipping communities and in impact in our communities.   

Over these past two years I have seen that prayer answered 

in so many varied ways – through these extraordinary months 

I have witnessed generous, indeed sacrificial, faithfulness; 

new people have been offered hope, drawn to the gospel and 

come to know Christ; with courage we have discovered ways 

to continue in our worship - and, praise God, include people 

who had never set foot in our buildings; and we have served 

our communities with life-giving love.   

Thank you for our partnership in the Kingdom. Thank you for 

these past two years. Please continue to pray for me - and be 

assured that you are in my prayers.  

+Libby                                                                                                    

25th May 2021 
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INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS FOR SIX GENERATIONS 

B. Hattersley & Sons Ltd 
For Personal, Reliable and Professional Funeral Service 

 

TELEPHONE 01246 232820 

At any time 

Offices and Private Chapels of Rest 

  

211, CHATSWORTH ROAD, 

BRAMPTON, S40 2BA 

Quiz Answers from the May edition 

 

1. Three   2. Chesterfield   3. Kenny Rogers and Dolly 

Parton   4. Silverstone   5. Thirteen   6. Arkwright   7. Red   

8. Chatsworth   9. Martin Peters   10. The Wombles 

11. The Woolpack   12. Alexander Fleming   13. Sixty Six  

14. Reginald Dwight   15. Green   16. The French Open 

Roland Garros   17. Knee   18. Winding Wheel. 

Pomegranate Theatre   19. Elstree Studios   20. Green 
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GIVING DURING A CRISIS 
From Revd. Ben 

  

How do we give during a pandemic? 
 
With Church open now we are now able to receive envelopes 
and open plate giving in church again, however, please do 
consider any of the alternatives below if you are able, to 
reduce the risks of the transmission of the virus. 
  
Therefore, if you would like to continue to support Newbold  
Parish Church financially, please send cheques payable to  
‘Newbold PCC income account’ to: 
  
Newbold PCC, ℅ The Rectory,  
Littlemoor, Chesterfield. S41 8QN  
 
Or, you can donate via direct transfer:  
‘Newbold PCC income account’  
HSBC Bank plc  
Sort Code: 40-17-15  
Account No: 61331795 (mark it ‘donation’) 
   
If you have previously filled out a gift aid form this will still 
count. If you need a gift aid form do let us know. 
   
Standing order. Once again, a huge thank you to those of 
you who give regularly via standing order. This is the best way 
for us to keep track of our finances. If you don’t give this way, 
and would like to, please contact us and we can send you a 
form. 
   
Finally, if you are struggling financially at the moment, do feel 
free to lower your giving. We don’t want anyone to feel 
pressure to give at this difficult time.  
  
Every blessing   
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St John the Evangelist Church, on St John’s Road, is the Church of England 
Parish Church of Newbold with Dunston, in the North East Derbyshire Deanery, 
Archdeaconry of Chesterfield, Diocese of Derby and the Province of Canterbury. 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY     email: info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk  
                                           www.facebook.com/newboldparishchurch 
 
Rector                                 The Revd. Ben Griffiths                        01246 450374 

Please note:           The Rector is unavailable on Thursdays  
                                      
Assistant Curate Revd. Rhoda Blackwell 07838 316610 
 
Lay Reader 

 
Chris Barnes 

  
07753835687 
 

Church Warden                                            Richard Peet  07967 564302 
Verger Stephen Franks 01246 557059 
P.C.C. Secretary Adrian Blanksby 01246 453648  
Organist & Choir Stuart Watkinson 01246 278862 
   
Church Administrator Sue Wheeler - Mo Tu Wed am 07787 980961 
   
Magazine coordinators                 Revd Rhoda and Sue Wheeler See Diary page 
   
Child Protection Julie Franks 01246 557059 
Adult Protection Ena Johnson 01246 451426 
   
Newbold CofE School     Cranbourn Rd  01246 232370 
   
Women’s Group              Trish Law 01246 450407 
Men’s Group Chris Burrows 07843 780880 
Monday Club Margaret Beasley 01246 453787 
Craft Group  Christine Wieloch 01246 274861 
   
Parish Room (hire) Evelyn Lowe                                 01246 206458 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Baptism and Marriage 

arrangements please contact 

our Rector, Ben, directly via 

email: 

revbengriffiths@gmail.com or 

phone 01246 450374 

mailto:revbengriffiths@gmail.com
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