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PUBLIC WORSHIP IN CHURCH 

Reopening on Easter Day! 

Sunday 4th April 2021, 10am 

Just a reminder that covid restrictions will still apply when you 

return to church. You will need to: 

• Wear a face covering 

• Use hand gel on arriving and leaving the building 

• Keep 2m distance from others not in your household or   

bubble 

• Unfortunately, still no congregating after the service 

Please do not attend if you feel unwell. 

Those in the extremely clinically vulnerable group are still 

advised to consider their risk. 

If you haven’t already said you are coming, please let us 

know so that we can monitor numbers 

Online Holy Week Services 

Stations of the Cross  

Maundy Thursday, Holy Communion and foot washing  

Good Friday, last hour at the cross  

Holy Saturday, Easter vigil  

These can be accessed via our YouTube channel and 

Facebook page – see page 2 for details. 

Information will also be shared by email. 
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Letter from the Rector 

 

Dear all,  

 

As I write this it is now a year to the day since we went into the first 

national lockdown. It is hard to believe that we are in another 

lockdown a year on. Who would have thought that what I described 

in my April magazine letter last year (written on 23/03/2020) as 

being, ‘probably the biggest change to daily life we have ever 

experienced in peace time’, would have become a regular feature 

of daily life this past year?  

 

At the time many people thought that this would all be over in a 

matter of months. It now seems difficult to see its end. However, 

there is hope! As I write this, some 42% of the country have had 

their first vaccine and the numbers in hospital, or dying of Covid, 

have dropped significantly.  

 

On the anniversary of the first lockdown, 23rd March, we took part 

in the national day of reflection, remembering all those affected by 

Covid this past year. This was referenced both in our prayers of 

intercessions at morning prayer (on Zoom) and then at midday as 

Rhoda led an act of remembrance in church which was broadcast 

live on our 

Facebook page. 

Many thanks to 

Stuart for 

providing reflective 

music for this, and 

to Steve for tolling 

the bell to signal 

the event to the 

parish. 
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A prayer used on the national day of reflection:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we reflect on all that has been lost this past year, how do we 

remain positive and hopeful? How do we deal with the ongoing 

problems associated with the pandemic and the news items which 

swirl around all things Covid?  

 

My answer to these, and other tricky questions, is that we bring it 

all to God in prayer and worship. As I mentioned in my sermon for 

the 5th Sunday in Lent, we have the promise that God is with us 

every step of the way. We are not alone! As we approach Holy 

Week and Easter, we see the beauty of Jesus’ witness. He showed 

us all that God suffers, that God is in solidarity with those who 

suffer, that difficulty, risk, and even death are understood by a God 

who is with us in the darkest of times as well as in the times of 

celebration which echo the joy of the resurrection.  

 

Of course, this does not answer the many questions we have, such 

as ‘how long Lord?’, or ‘Why God, why?’, but it does show us that 

Jesus will accompany us through this time of uncertainty. I also 

firmly believe that as we worship God, as we give God praise, we 

enter into a more positive way of being that will sustain us.  

God of Love,  

As we think about all that has changed this year,  

help us to trust that you are always with us.  

As we remember those who have died,  

help us to trust they are at peace with you.  

As we reach out to others with kindness and care,  

may hope shine out in every heart and home.  

Amen 
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Re-opening the church building. 

As you will see from page 3 of the magazine, we are re-opening 

church for in person worship on Sunday 4th April - Easter Day!  

We also hope to live-stream this service from church on our 

Facebook Page for those who can’t be there in person. It is a joy to 

be able to re-open, especially given the fact that we were unable to 

celebrate Easter in person last year.  

 

However you are celebrating Easter this year, I pray that you have 

a sense of God’s presence with you.  

 

Every blessing 

 

Ben 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Feeding your faith at home: first instalment 

From Revd Rhoda 

 

I don’t know about you, but sometimes the busyness of life crowds 

out any time for prayer and reflection. And, sometimes it is just 

hard to know how to start—we might have found something useful 

at one stage that no longer seems to help. I’ve had a chat with a 

few people about what resources and disciplines they find helpful 

and here is the first selection of the responses—more to come next 

month. Hoping that something might inspire you.  

If you find something helpful not mentioned, please get in touch 

with me so that I can include it in a future instalment. 
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The Bible in One Year from Alpha international. FREE. Available 

as an email subscription (from the website), or to download as an 

app. There are 3 versions of the app, Classic, Express or Youth 

(13 to 18 years). A daily Bible reading plan with thoughts from 

Nicky and Pippa Gumbel. 

Fresh from the Word, a booklet published by the International 

Bible Reading Fellowship. £9.99 for the year. Each day has a bible 

reading, a commentary, a short prayer and a short section called 

“for further thought.” The commentator changes from week to 

week, from a variety of denominations and countries. The bible 

readings do not follow the lectionary, but do follow the seasons. It 

can be ordered online or from the Christian bookshop in Matlock. 

Morning prayer. The Church of England follows a daily cycle of 

readings and prayers. You can buy this as an expensive book 

(which, a bit like the black service book, requires a bit of getting 

used to, switching between pages and sections depending on the 

season, etc). Alternatively, you can download the Daily Prayer app 

(Aimer) FREE and you have access to morning prayer, evening 

prayer and night prayer (compline) every day, with links to all 

the readings. If you find the number of words overwhelming, 

choose one reading and sit and ponder that and ask God to show 

you something from it. 

Reflections for Daily Prayer app (Aimer). £12.99 per year. Daily 

reflections on one of the lectionary readings from morning prayer 

from a wide variety of authors from the Church of England. It has 

links to the readings and the collect prayer. 

Take time to sit still and be open to God. Try to find a time each 

day in the stillness, peace, and quiet, to sit and be with God. Bring 

your thoughts to God, ask questions, if needed have a rant 

because of what is happening in the world or in your own situation. 

You may not get any answers, but you will find that you are closer 

to God. [Rhoda’s note—if you find that sitting still doesn’t work for 

you, try doing this exercise while walking] 
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Memories of a Burmese war zone 

From Chris Barnes 

The recent coup in Myanmar (Burma) brought back some 

strong memories of the two short visits I made into the 

Burmese jungle border regions where a civil war has been 

raging on and off since 1948. In 1999, I took part in a church 

mission to the Thai-Burmese border to visit refugee camps 

inside Thailand. In the second week, we crossed over the 

border into Burma twice, without passports and without 

permission from the Burmese authorities. 

The recent history, ethnic and religious make up, and politics 

of Myanmar is more complex than many media reports have 

suggested. The army, known as the Tatmadaw, is the 

dominant force and always has been. The Burmese 

Independence Army was formed in 1941 by General Aung 

San, the father of Aung San Suu Khi. It fought alongside the 

Japanese, who taught them many of the torture and 

repression techniques the Tatmadaw still uses today. The 

Independence Army swopped sides to the British in 1945 and 

became the basis of the army for the newly independent state 

of Burma when it ceased to be a British colony in 1948. 

The largest ethnic group in Burma is the Bamar, who make up 

68% of the population; they are almost all Buddhist. There are 

several other ethnic groups, with their own languages and 

cultures, who live on the fringes of the country, mainly in the 

mountainous jungle regions along the Thai and Chinese 

borders. They are despised by most of the Bamar. 

The change of name from Burma to Myanmar was a 

calculated insult to these minorities. Myanmar is based on a 

sort of nickname for the Bamar group so that the minorities 

would be deliberately excluded from an identity with the 

country. A near equivalent here would be if the Westminster 
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Parliament unilaterally changed the name of the UK to the 

“Kingdom of the Anglicans.” 

The third largest ethnic group is the Karen, who, together with 

their cousins the Karenni, are largely Christian. The Karen are 

mainly Baptists and the Karenni Roman Catholic, although 

there are minorities within the two tribes who are Buddhist or 

animist. There are also substantial numbers of Christians in 

some of the other hill tribes such as the Shan and the Kachin. 

The mainly Muslim Rohingya live on the west side of the 

country adjacent to Bangladesh.  

The Karen fought on the British side throughout the Second 

World War. They thought that the British had promised that 

when they left Burma, they would be granted their own 

independent country along the Thai border. Whatever the truth 

might be to this, the independence of Burma was largely an 

afterthought for the British; their hands were full with the 

simultaneous independence for India, with the partition into 

India and Pakistan and all the violence and trouble that 

brought. 

The Karen National Union and the Karen National Liberation 

Army (KNLA) was formed in 1949. They have been at war 

with the Tatmadaw ever since. It was into this war zone that 

our church mission party stepped on two different days over 

twenty years ago. 

Our vicar at the time felt called to the Karen and led a mission 

party to Thailand every year. His wife later gained an MA in 

South East Asia studies and he became a missionary working 

with the Anglican church in Myanmar. 

Our mission lasted two weeks. In the first week we visited and 

stayed in two of the refugee camps in Thailand. Up to a million 

Karen and Karenni have been living in refugee camps along 

the Thai border for decades. I’ll describe what life was like for 

them next month and also the remarkable story of how the 

Karen adopted Christianity. In the second week, we stayed at 
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Asian Tribal Ministries (ATM), a Karen seminary training 

Baptist ministers near Chang Mai in Thailand. It was run by 

Pastor Timothy. He took us down to a hotel in Mae Sot, which 

is a border crossing town adjacent to Burma, and led us 

across the border twice. On neither occasion did we use the 

official crossing point. 

On the first morning, we drove several miles northwards, 

passing a huge refugee camp which stretched for at least five 

miles alongside the road, before we turned off the road on to 

tracks and then footpaths down to the border. We had to pass 

a Thai army watchpoint and Timothy spoke to them away from 

the rest of us. I am not 

certain, but I strongly 

suspect a small bribe was 

paid. We were punted 

across the river Moei on 

the bamboo raft shown in 

the picture and walked 

downstream a few 

hundred yards to the 

Karen settlement.  

This was a desperate place. It had been constructed by 

people recently displaced from their homes by the Tatmadaw 

and deliberately built close to the river so the inhabitants could 

flee across if the army attacked again. Thailand would only let 

them in as refugees if they were fleeing from gunfire. 

Families of 5 or 6 people 

lived in homes like the 

one in the picture. The 

roofs were made from 

industrial covering fabric 

supplied by ATM. We 

visited in the dry season; 

I dread to think how 
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plastic roofs like this would stand up to the monsoon. The 

living conditions here were much worse than the refugee 

camps we had visited the week before. Sanitation was almost 

non-existent.  

The only substantial building doubled up as both the school 

and the church; the Karen are very keen on both. Even in this 

makeshift place, they were teaching even small children in 

their native tongue, Burmese and English. They are a 

remarkably resilient people. 

After a fascinating few hours, we recrossed the river and 

returned to Mae Sot. The next day, we drove several miles 

southwards to a compound in a Thai village. It turned out that 

Pastor Timothy was a major in the KNLA. He introduced us to 

General Bo Miah, head of the army. General Bo led us to a 

small Karen army camp just inside Burma, which was a rest 

area for 30 soldiers. The front line was 4-5 hours walk away. 

This time the border was a small stream with a small 

footbridge.  

The KNLA had created as strong a defensible position as they 

could, but their arms were few and small. If the Tatmadaw 

turned up with the weapons they had at their disposal, the 

KNLA would have been forced to flee into Thailand.  

As you can imagine, my trip to Thailand and Burma was both 

eye opening and life changing. I have worked in several parts 

of our country which are thought of as deprived areas. But this 

is nothing compared to the levels of poverty I encountered on 

this trip.  After experiencing that, I had a whole new outlook on 

life.  

The Burmese civil war has never had much media attention, 

apart from when the Rohingya were attacked recently. The 

misery that all wars create came home to me more vividly 

than any TV documentary, news programme or academic 

account. 
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The Church year since Covid began  

From Richard Peet 

 

On the 15th March 2020 we held our last service in church 

until 2nd August 2020. The first lockdown began on 23rd 

March 2020 and who would have thought we would be in a 

lockdown situation today. 

We hope, with the government’s roadmap, we begin to see a 

light at the end of the tunnel. If everything goes according to 

the criteria that has been set this would mean an end to most 

of the restrictions currently in place on 21st June 2021. 

At the beginning of the first lockdown Ben sent a letter and a 

service at home booklet with prayer resources for those 

unable to meet together, a church directory and a palm cross. 

The pastoral group had new members who would ring 

members of our congregation each week to check how they 

were and have a chat. This group has continued and is very 

important in our church life today. 

We eventually were able to reopen for private prayer on 

Saturday 4pm-6pm and on Wednesday 10am-12pm and a 

booklet was available with suggestions for private prayer. 

We opened for worship on Sunday 2nd August, but we faced 

further lockdowns as cases of the virus increased, admissions 

to hospital increased, and the number of deaths went up also. 

In December we had the good news that the Pfizer vaccine 

was available which was followed by the Oxford vaccine. The 

government produced a list of which age groups would 

receive the vaccine first and this meant that many of our 

congregation were eligible to have the first of two 

vaccinations. Many of them will receive their second jab 

during April. 
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As I write this article the number of new cases are going 

down, admissions to hospital and the number of people dying 

are also decreasing, which are all vital if we are to continue 

towards the plan of a new normal on 21st June 2021. 

It has been lovely to see members of our congregation in 

church and accepting the new way of what we have to do 

before we enter church, sanitize, wear a mask, seating, no 

singing, receiving bread only at communion at our seats, no 

sharing the peace in the usual way, and at the end leaving the 

church quietly and quickly. 

We have currently been closed since 4th January as new 

cases, admissions to hospital and deaths rose to a high level. 

A letter, booklet for a lent course with compline night prayer, a 

palm cross and an Ash Wednesday prayer was sent out. 

Many of our meetings have had to take place via the Zoom 

platform and below is a list of what we have been doing: 

Morning Prayer Tuesday at 9.50 am, Women’s Group on the 

first Wednesday of each month, Men’s Group on the third 

Saturday of each month, Standing Committee, Finance Team, 

PCC Meetings, Pastoral Team Meetings, Coffee Morning on 

the first Saturday of each month at 10.30 am, Coffee Sunday 

Morning at 11.30 am.  

Ben, Rhoda, Chris and Hilary have had meetings to produce 

the services for Sunday, the school service for our Church 

School, Dunston and Cavendish, and I would recommend 

members of our congregation to have a look at both on our 

YouTube channel, and Facebook page. We also thank those 

who read and intercede during the Sunday service. 

The quality of the Sunday service and school videos are 

excellent, and I know a lot of time and work goes in to making 

them to such a standard. 
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So, as we work our way through the roadmap, let us pray that 

everything goes to plan, and we look forward to a new normal 

come June. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Love (III) 

By George Herbert, Poem in public domain 

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back 

                              Guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 

                             From my first entrance in, 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, 

                             If I lacked any thing. 

  

A guest, I answered, worthy to be here: 

                             Love said, You shall be he. 

I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear, 

                             I cannot look on thee. 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 

                             Who made the eyes but I? 

  

Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame 

                             Go where it doth deserve. 

And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 

                             My dear, then I will serve. 

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: 

                             So I did sit and eat.  
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TO ADVERTISE in 

The Evangelist 

January to December will cost 
 

£30 for ¼ page  

£55 for ½ page 

£100 for full page 
 

If advertising with us after 

January, the price will 

decrease accordingly. 

Contact Sue Wheeler  

Tel: 07787980961 
 

When using the businesses 

advertised in this issue, please 

mention that you saw the 

advert in The Evangelist. 
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Newbold Men’s Group 

From John Drake  

 

Before lockdown the Men’s group would meet on the third 

Saturday of the month in the Parish Room at 10:30 am for a 

late breakfast (Bloke’s Brunch) including bacon butties and 

sausage cobs. They would enjoy the odd trip out to the pub, 

an evening of ten pin bowling, canal trips and pub quizzes. In 

general, they would chew the fat and put the world to rights.  

 

How things have changed since lockdown. Yes, we do still 

meet – virtually but not physically. We have Zoom meetings 

instead. For those still not initiated Zoom is a video-

conferencing platform that allows people to join into a meeting 

while social distancing (i.e. from your own home or some 

other location). This offers people the opportunity of seeing, 

hearing and speaking to other people using a video link. As 

Christian hosts the meeting with Martin it is held at their house 

and lasts for around 45 minutes.  

 

There are certain advantages to this arrangement such as one 

doesn’t have to leave the house - so no travelling expenses 

and at this time of year, when it’s cold and wet, that’s really 

important, one doesn’t even need to get fully dressed as it is 

only the top half that is visible and one can choose your 

background thus hiding any poor or unsightly decorations as 

in the advert for Wickes. Other benefits of meeting at Martin’s 

house are that sometimes Hayley makes an appearance as 

well as other family members. 

 

Of course there will always be the downside to any scheme 

such as you can’t make any physical contact (e.g. shake 
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hands) and it is more difficult to physically share things. One 

of the traditions of these meetings is there was always food 

around as I’ve mentioned earlier (e.g. bacon butties) so you 

can’t smell the mouth-watering aroma of bacon cooking or the 

fresh coffee being made and of course you are unable to taste 

them either. Usually someone is cooking and last month it was 

Brian’s turn with his smoked salmon and poached egg recipe, 

so the rest of us just sat there with our tongues hanging out 

while he consumed it in front of us. Of course, if anything 

embarrassing or unplanned were to happen it would be seen 

by everyone.  

 

So apart from eating what else happens. We usually have 

discussions around what is happening in our lives together 

with food and entertaining and with that in mind I believe 

Christian is thinking of having an Irish theme, as our next 

meeting is on 20th March, which is close to St Patricks day on 

the 17th. Similarly, in April we might have a St George’s day 

theme which is on 23rd. 

 

I personally have found the meetings very productive and 

have used the fact that all of those who attend either live 

locally or were born in the area and thus have local 

knowledge. Last year I was having trouble with the charger for 

my electric drill and after a lot of searching on the internet I 

couldn’t find a replacement so decided to try and have it 

repaired. By asking at the meeting if anyone knew of such a 

firm who did electrical repairs, I was given several names to 

try. Brian Lee informed me that Kirby & Sons Ltd of Lordsmill 

Street undertook car electrical repairs so I followed this up and 

paid them a visit. I was reasonably confident that this 

company would be able to do the job as Brian had said that 

his father used the same firm in the past and that the 

premises reminded him of some place that was around in 
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Dickens time. As it turned out it was probably the same men 

who still worked there. The good news was that the job was 

done within a couple of weeks at a very reasonable cost and 

the drill now works perfectly well. At the moment I’ve got a 

radio there waiting to be repaired but Covid-19 has laid low 

some of their staff. 

  

Unfortunately, we are missing several men who used to attend 

our pre-lockdown meetings so I hope after reading this article 

you might like to attend once again and enjoy the company of 

like-minded people. All are welcome. Our April meeting is 

scheduled for Saturday 17th April at 10:30 am. If you would 

like to join please let Christian know (or contact the church 

office) and he will send you the Zoom access code and 

password. 

 

We look forward to the day when once again we can meet in 

church but for the foreseeable future, we will continue with the 

Zoom meetings. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

I Asked Jesus  

I asked Jesus 

“How much do you love me?” 

“This much,” he answered, 

and he stretched out his 

arms 

and died. 



20 | P a g e  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New 24hr taxi service 
Airports - Minibuses - Wheelchair service 

 

Wedding Cars 
Be different & arrive in style with our 

exclusive wedding cars 
Classic - Modern - Sports & Retro cars 

Request a free brochure 
 

Friendly & helpful drivers and receive a 
FREE GIFT from our driver each time. 
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Newbold Women’s Group 

From Trish Law 

 

Rhoda was kindly the Zoom host on 3rd March, when 15 

members joined in the virtual meeting.  

We enjoyed a presentation by Dale Aitken, a founder and 

trustee of The Masoyi Trust UK, which helps orphans in an 

area north east of Johannesburg in South Africa. Masoyi is a 

tribal area of about 350,000 people, a collection of villages, 

with 70% unemployment, the devastation of HIV/AIDS and 

extreme poverty.  The UK trust works in partnership with The 

eMasoyi Community Development Foundation, which was 

started in 1997 in response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic, when 

many children were orphaned within the community.   

Masoyi Trust UK assists with providing food parcels to 20 

families, after school feeding for about 200 children, sanitary 

products, worker stipends, transport and administration funds.  

First Aid, health care and advice is also given. They also 

assist in building small, simple houses for orphaned families, 

which can cost less than £3000 to build, but also need to be 

fitted out.   

During 2020 the Covid-19 pandemic resulted in lockdown, 

when the impact was worse than here, with even more cases 

of hunger, and some support groups had to stop.   

St Thomas Brampton, where Dale attends, has a group who 

assist with raising funds.  Our prayers were asked particularly 

for Covid-19 protection, for MaFlo, who is the head of eMasoyi 

Community Development Foundation, and has substantial 

responsibilities, and for the HIV affected children who are not 

on medication. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 7th April, at 7pm on 

Zoom, when we will have a presentation from Margaret 
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Hersee, a member of the Friends of Spital Cemetery, who 

will tell us about the history of the cemetery and some of the 

interesting people who are buried there. 

The Zoom link will be sent in advance as a reminder. 

Please contact me if you have any suggestions or queries. 

   Trish Law  Committee Member Tel: 450407 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Poem 

By Richard Peet 

 

At the breaking of a brand-new day, 

Do we take the time to sit and pray. 

This lockdown has been with us for a few weeks now, 

Does the government have a plan as to what they may allow. 

Have we now found some new things to do, 

That give us joy and helps us through. 

We can hopefully look forward to the day when we are able, 

To go to church when the virus is more stable. 

Many of our congregation have had their first injection, 

We could now have time for a period of reflection. 

May we each day ring a different friend, 

As time with them we are unable to spend. 

 

(Reprinted from last month due a misprint, with apologies, Ed)  
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Readings and Collects 

 

Sunday 4th April   Easter Day 

Acts 10.34-43  Isaiah 25.6-9   Psalm 118.1-2,14-24 

1 Corinthians 15.1-11, John 20.1-18 

Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection 

of your Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make 

all things new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin and 

alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to 

whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory 

and might, now and in all eternity. 

(or) 

God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the 

chains of death and hell: fill your Church with faith and hope; 

or a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open in 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Sunday 11th April  Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4.32-35  Psalm 133  1 John 1.1 - 2.2 John 20.19-31  

Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our 

sins and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put 

away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may 

always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the 

merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. 

(or) 

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 

open the doors of our hearts, that we may seek the good of 

others and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, to the 

praise of God the Father.  
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Sunday 18th April  Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 3.12-19 Psalm 4 1 John 3.1-7 Luke 24.36b-48   

Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the 

disciples with the sight of the risen Lord: give us such 

knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be 

strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you 

continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

(or)  

Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh 

hope: strengthen us to proclaim your risen life and fill us with 

your peace, to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Sunday 25th April  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4.5-12 Psalm 23 1 John 3.16-24 John 10.11-18  

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and 

the life: raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the 

life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are 

above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: teach 

us to hear your voice and to follow your command, that all 

your people may be gathered into one flock, to the glory of 

God the Father.  
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Sunday 4th April   Easter Day                        10am Mass 

Sunday 11th April Second Sunday of Easter 10am Mass 

Sunday 18th April Third Sunday of Easter     10am Mass 

Sunday 25th April Fourth Sunday of Easter   10am Mass 

 

Sorry, we are still unable to gather after church—please see 

page 3 for a reminder of COVID restrictions. 

 

 

Tuesdays in April         Morning prayer, 9.50am for 10am  

                                         

Wednesday 7th April    Women's Group, 7pm (see page 10) 

Saturday 17th April       Men's Group, 10.30am (see page 17) 

 

For Zoom links or further information about ways to join in 

please contact Revd Rhoda email below or phone on page 47 

 

Items for the May edition to be with  

Rev Rhoda revdrhoda@gmail.com and  

Sue sue.wheeler.stjohns@gmail.com  

by Sunday 18th April 

mailto:sue.wheeler.stjohns@gmail.com
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From the Registers 

Funerals 

4   March  Graham Andrew Bingham 

           aged 74 

 

Churchyard [burial or interment of ashes] 

 

2   March  Barbara Joan Brear 

15 March  John Michael Connaughton 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme 

Xyla Health & Wellbeing are excited to share that the 

NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme is now available 

to all those at risk of Type 2 diabetes, including your 

family, friends, and colleagues. 

Previously a blood test was needed, but now all that is 

required is to spend two minutes completing the 'know 

your risk' tool (https://r1.dmtrk.net/4RZ8-GT1Z-

44OA0K-DPRPT-1/c.aspx)  and if they have a score of 

16+ they are eligible for the Healthier You: NHS 

Diabetes Prevention Programme.  



28 | P a g e  
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A Woodland Walk 

By Evelyn Lowe 

 

This was another new walk for the two of us as we started 

once again from St. John’s churchyard and walked towards 

Dunston Grange.  A footpath was indicated on the map, but 

our way was barred by a gate, so we retraced our steps and 

strolled up Kirkstone Road and into a dense wood beside 

Ochre Dyke.  There were numerous paths we could have 

taken, but we kept to the main one, which was full of fallen, 

pale coloured leaves but easy to negotiate and after 

inspecting the map we found the route we needed.  We 

arrived on Dunston Lane and had to walk carefully on a busy 

road with no pavements. 

At Dunston Park Farm, which 

has a Farm Shop, a Fishery and 

an Equestrian Centre, we were 

amused to stand and watch 

three horses walking round the 

inside of a motorised exercise 

contraption as if they were on a 

fairground ride.   

According to the internet, these 

‘walkers’ are used to improve 

equine health for training or to 

aid recovery and avoid re-injury.  

It also prevents hoof deformities related to lack of exercise.  A 

fit horse can be exercised in this way for 1–2 hours depending 

on the diameter of the circle and the surface.  

We passed Four Lanes End on our left and walked to Barlow 

and at Sudbrook Farm, turned left into another wooded area, 

following the stream.  Further into the wood we spotted a 

structure and went to investigate.  Someone had made a 
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small dwelling by using the base of a large oak tree and 

constructing sides and a roof by screwing strong boughs to 

each other and to the tree.  All of it was open to the elements 

and needed further work doing but it had a good basis for a 

very small but basic shelter for someone who wanted to live 

close to nature.   

We arrived on Common Lane and admired a modern house 

named Wych Cottage before our lunch spot came into view at 

the beech tree on Cutthorpe Road.  It was very cold, sitting 

under the tree but warmed by the coffee, we set off again 

turning left to walk down Green Lane and passing Cutthorpe 

Hall.  We were stopped by a teenage lad on his new bike who 

needed directions to Linacre Woods to take a photo for his 

mum.  He proceeded to talk to us at length about the area and 

asked various odd questions which couldn’t seriously be 

answered.  We walked on, smiling and shaking our heads at 

his naivety. 

Further on, as we trudged 

through Hall Farm, we were 

treated to the sight and smell 

of a long line of cows in a barn, 

with their heads through the 

steel bars, pushing their soft, 

wet noses into the straw to get 

a good feed.  Many more cows 

were resting further inside the 

barn, perhaps they had had the 

first sitting.  

Our walk finished by wandering 

through more woods, on the outskirts of Holme Brook Valley 

Park and back to the church.  This turned out to be a really 

interesting, adventurous, four hours of discovery on a cold, 

cloudy day at the beginning of March.  
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Stephen Toon Hearing Care 

Do you suffer from excessive ear wax? 
Have it removed in the comfort of your own home by a qualified 

Audiologist, using the latest equipment and techniques 
                         One Ear  £40*                               Both Ears  £60* 

*Home visits normally £20 extra.  Special offer for magazine readers 

 

Need Hearing Aids? 
I promise you will be delighted by; 

                How they look                                      How they feel 
                How well you hear                              How much they cost  
               For a free assessment or information call 01773 687060 

The best hearing aids, the best aftercare, and 
The best prices. 

Tel: 01773 687060    www.stephentoon.org 
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Simnel Cake Recipe 

From Ann Adams 

 

This is the recipe for the 9”round 8” square cake. 

                                      INGREDIENTS 

1.25lb (575g) currants 

8oz (225g) sultanas 

8oz (225g) raisins 

2.5oz (60g) cherries 

2.5 tablespoons brandy 

10oz (275g) plain flour 

½ teaspoon of salt 

½ teaspoon ground nutmeg 

3/4 teaspoon mixed spice 

10oz (275g) unsalted butter 

10oz (275g) soft brown sugar 

5 eggs 

1 grated lemon rinds 

1 grated orange rinds 

500g block of marzipan 

                                        METHOD 

Put butter and sugar into a mixing bowl and beat with a 

wooden spoon until light and fluffy. Add the eggs and flour a 

little at a time. (I use an electric mixer for this part as it is 

quicker) 
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Now carefully fold in the currants, sultanas, raisins and 

cherries and grated orange and lemon rind. 

Stir in the brandy. 

Add ½ the mixture to the tin double lined with greaseproof 

paper. Roll out the marzipan to a 9” square about ½ “ in 

thickness and put on top of the mixture then add the rest of 

the mixture. 

I put brown paper round the side of the tin and cover the top of 

the tin. 

Cook for 4.75 hours at 120°C (fan). 

Leave in tin until cold. 

 

For a 10” cake 

2lb (900g) currants, 12oz (350g) sultanas, 12oz (350g) raisins,  

4oz (110g) cherries, 4 tablespoons brandy, 1lb (450g) plain 

flour 

½ teaspoon of salt, ½ teaspoon ground nutmeg, 1 teaspoon 

mixed spice, 1lb (450g) unsalted butter, 1lb (450g) soft brown 

sugar 

8 eggs, 2 grated lemon rinds, 2 grated orange rinds, 1kg block 

of marzipan 

Cook for 5 and a half hours at 120°C (fan). 

 

Sharing the cake!  

Ann has generously cooked us this cake to share after the 

Mothering Sunday Service in the past but, sadly, this year we 

were still unable to gather. 

The cake can be made with the marzipan on the top for Easter 
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Churchyard Bird Spotting 

From Christine Weiloch 

 

Monthly update 

Birds seen 6th March: Blackbird, Black-headed Gull, Blue Tit, 

Carrion Crow, Chaffinch, Coal tit, Collared Dove, Dunnock, 

Feral Pigeon, Goldcrest, Goldfinch, Great Tit, Herring Gull, 

House Sparrow, Jackdaw, Long-tailed Tit, Magpie, Nuthatch, 

Robin, Song thrush, Sparrowhawk, Starling, Wood Pigeon.    

23 bird species in total and a good count for the churchyard! 

 

Introducing ……. 

The Carrion Crow is a member of 

the Corvid family who are very 

intelligent birds.  It is very similar to 

the Rook but there are differences.  

The crow has a black beak and a flat 

head as well as neat looking feathers 

around the top of its legs. 

                                                     

 

The Rook is another corvid 

and is superficially very 

similar to a crow. However, 

they are usually found in 

groups, has a pale beak, a 

domed forehead and the 

feathers around its legs are 

shaggier. 
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Sewing in Lockdown 

From Christine Wieloch 

 

Last month I read Steve’s account of how he had spent 

lockdown putting the churchyard records onto a spreadsheet 

to make the records more easily accessible when asked about 

them.  It made me wonder about myself and how I’d spent 

lockdown and gradually I realised that although there had 

been diversions into doing jigsaws and the usual tasks of 

cleaning, washing etc I had spent a lot of my time sewing. 

At the beginning of the first lockdown I had already been 

asked to make some bags for friends so I got on with them 

and when things eased I was able to have coffee with them in 

the garden, individually of course, and let them have their 

bags.  I realised at this stage it was highly unlikely that we 

would have a summer fete so what could I make?  The 

answer came, Christmas 

presents for friends and 

relatives. 

With this in mind I set to and 

made two Christmas cushions 

with a robin on front, a table 

runner, a cosmetic bag and I 

used my Christmas scraps to 

make two Christmas 

stockings.  I was very pleased 

with these and sent a photo to 

a friend who promptly ordered 

three for her grandchildren 

and then another friend 

wanted two, so I made 7 in 

total and was able to raise money for church. 
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Somewhere around this time we were able to meet relatives 

and facemasks came in.  I made an assortment and when we 

met up with the family took them with me so they could 

choose some that they liked.  Later when we began meeting 

on Zoom, I did a ‘Blue Peter type’ demonstration of how to 

make a facemask for the Women’s Group’. 

In the November lockdown I decided I had to do something 

with all my scraps of 

patchwork material and 

looked on the internet for 

ideas.  A scrap quilt seemed 

the best idea and so I looked 

at various designs. I wanted 

a relatively simple idea and 

eventually I found it.  It was a 

design of squares 

surrounded by strips, no 

fancy shapes or curves!  

Each piece is an eight-inch 

square so I reckon I will need 

around sixty for a single bed.  

At present I have forty, so I 

am two thirds of the way through and have come to a stop as I 

have run out of scraps.  The quilt will have to go on hold whilst 

I make some other things and generate scraps. 

At the moment I am keeping myself busy by making a lap quilt 

for an old school friend.  I have had to buy the fabric online as 

in our conversation about it we decided on colours I didn’t 

have. The only trouble is there aren’t many scraps when I cut 

it out as it is squares and rectangles. 

There have been other articles made but I don’t want to bore 

you or blow my own trumpet too much.  I feel very lucky to be 

both a reader and a sewer because it has been very easy to 

keep occupied during the past year.  
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Answers to last month’s Sports Quiz 
1 Jack Grealish, Aston Villa captain   2 Stirling Moss   3 six    

4 James “Jimmy” Anderson   5 Sofia Kenin    

6 The Hawthorns, standing at 552 feet above sea level    

7 Ben Nevis, Snowdon & Scafell Pike   8 True    

9 Troy Deeney   10 Lewis Hamilton   11 A Turkey   12 France 

13 Two   14 Potters Corner    

15 50 metres long x 25 metres wide   16 The Masters   

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS FOR SIX GENERATIONS 

B. Hattersley & Sons Ltd 
 

For Personal, Reliable and Professional Funeral Service 

 

TELEPHONE 01246 232820 

At any time 

Offices and Private Chapels of Rest 

  

211, CHATSWORTH ROAD, 

BRAMPTON, S40 2BA 
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3rd/4th Derbyshire Scout Group 
From Akela 
 
The Coronavirus sadly has kept us all stuck at home and 

unfortunately put a stop to the OUT in Scouting! But, for 

almost a year we have thankfully seen Cubs and Scouts 

continuing the scouting game online in a very creative way. 

The Scouts have had many exciting and inventive Troop 

meetings via zoom, the latest learning to cook together 

enhancing their culinary skills. Their families were able to 

sample a variety of dishes, Toad in the Hole, Fresh Pasta with 

a Cheese Sauce and a very yummy looking Fruit Crumble.  

They all have been awarded the Cooks Badge, 10 Scouts in 

their own kitchen being instructed by Laura, in her kitchen, via 

a 10-inch screen is quite an achievement. 

The highlight of the Cub Pack zoom meetings was the 

Celebration of Chinese New Year, receiving lucky red 

envelopes through the post that morning then feasting 

together on their favourite Chinese meal, haribo noodles, 

haribo mushrooms…….with chopsticks, surrounded by very 

beautifully coloured Dragons. 

Part of our ethos is stickability and this year has proved all our 

members have it in abundance, they are all still out there, 

smiling and whistling, doing their best, during these difficult 

times and keeping the Scouting family together the best way 

we can. 

Now though it is time to dust off our hiking boots for we have 

been set a virtual Lands End to John O Groats challenge, as 

a team we will complete the 874-mile journey. The whole 

Group has embraced this challenge and we have entered 

Cubs, Scouts, Leaders and Parent teams. It certainly has got 
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us all up and moving and stirred the competitiveness in us 

once again. 

Hopefully by the next issue we all will be well on our way to 

Scotland and also back at the Scout Hut doing what we do 

best ‘SCOUTING ‘! 

Yours in Scouting 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From Riches to Rags – A Series 
of Unfortunate Events in 

Chesterfield 
From Brian Speed 

 

 
‘The definition of insanity is doing the same 

thing over and over and expecting different results’. 
 

A quote very often, though incorrectly, associated with Albert 

Einstein, but a quote which could have been written to 

describe the torrid and somewhat bizarre sequence of events 

during the past five years in the history of Chesterfield FC. 

Owner Dave Allen as captain of the helm managed to steer 

the good ship Chesterfield to division two play-off success, 

breath-taking cup final wins and, after the genius inspired 

master stroke of employing the exciting up and coming 

manager Paul Cook who assembled a team of talented 

players, arguably the likes of which have never been seen in 

a town shirt before, and almost reached the impossible 

heights of promotion to the uncharted waters of the English 

Championship.  

Then, in spectacular fashion, good old Captain Dave seemed 

to lose his way, steering off course with disastrous results. 

The loss of Paul Cook to Portsmouth FC, players leaving in 

droves, a succession of poor managerial appointments and 

mounting debts have seen the club fall from grace, now 

playing non-league football with the likes of Dover and 

Altrincham.  

Since the departure of Paul Cook in 2015 there has been an 

astonishing thirteen managerial appointments (including 

caretaker managers between sackings) trying to stop the rot 
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of our beloved club’s demise, all with similar and desperately 

disappointing results. 

Finally, in 2020, Dave Allen decided enough was enough; 

after trying to sell Chesterfield FC without success he decided 

to jump ship and gave the whole club to the charity arm of 

CFC – the Community Trust.  

As the fans waved a (not so) fond farewell, the Trust knuckled 

down to see what could be done to change the fortunes of our 

beloved club and have so far made what looks like the very 

shrewd move of signing up and coming young manager 

James Rowe for Gloucester City after he made big waves in 

the lower leagues, leaving Gloucester at the top of the 

National League North.  

A glut of new and inspired signings on the playing field and a 

fresh, positive way of playing now see Chesterfield in the top 

half of the National League with cautious talk of promotion. 

Could we finally be seeing a change in fortunes?  

Every loyal Spireite has everything crossable crossed as we 

hope and pray that our luck has finally well and truly turned. 

On writing this, we have just played a superb game of 

dominant football away at lackluster Barnet FC, beating the 

Bees easily 2-0, with a packed fixture list for the rest of the 

season. 

So, why the article about a football club in a church 

magazine? Well, Chesterfield FC is in fact in OUR Parish, so 

altogether – We’re All Town Aren’t We?!! 
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200 Club 

By Richard Peet 

The first 200 Club draw should have taken place in March 

2020, but we went into the first lockdown. We met again in 

August 2020, so I did the first draw at the end of the month. I 

did the September and October draws, but unfortunately was 

unable to conduct the November and December draws. 

I have now completed the November, December, January, 

and February draws, which were witnessed to make sure they 

were fair and legal. The results are as follows, and I will be 

paying the winner’s when we return to church. 

November    January 

£31 Maureen Ashton  £31 Eileen Larner            

£16 Eric Taylor                  £16 Roy Ward            

£5 Brian Lee    £5 Heather Peet 

December                               February  

£31 Church                         £31 Jo Howard                              

£16 Rhoda Dann                 £15 Cable Family    

£5 Pat Law                  £5 Burrows Family 

So therefore the year has now changed from March–February 

to August–July. I will be available to receive payments for the 

first draw in August, during JULY and AUGUST. 

If you are not a member yet please consider joining as half of 

the money is paid out to members and half goes into church 

funds which have been depleted due to covid as many events 

were unable to take place in 2020 and at least a great part of 

2021.  

I wish to thank everyone for their continued support which is 

greatly appreciated especially now. 
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Colouring Page 
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Bible Sudoku 
 
First you answer the scripture-based questions to determine 
the numbers for each clue and place them in the squares 
mentioned.  Then proceed as normal, placing number 1 to 9 
in each row, each column and each of nine 3 x 3 areas within 
the puzzle grid. 
 
For D3, H7, A4, G2, C9 
How many horses are mentioned in 2 Kings 7:13? 
 
For A3, E2, I8, C4 
Of the forty-eight cities given to the Levites, how many of the 
cities came from the tribe of Issachar?  (Joshua 21:28-29, 41) 
 
For D1, B3 
In the book of Revelation, which number seal resulted in 
someone receiving a crown? (Revelation 6:1-2) 
 
For B6, H1, D5, E8 
Of the lots cast for temple duty, which number fell to 
Jeshaiah? 
(1 Chronicles 25:15) 
 
For G3, A5, F6, B7 
For the first nine chapters of Acts, which one records the 
conversion of Saul to Paul?  
 
For A9, I1, C3, G5 
How many sons did Azel have?  (1 Chronicles 8:38) 
 
For H4, D2 
Which verse in John chapter 3 says, “Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”? 
 
For H2, A6, G7 
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Which verse of Psalm 37 says, “Rest in the Lord, and wait 
patiently for him”? 
 
For C5, E9, A8, D4 
How many sons of Aaron were put to death by God? 
(Leviticus 10:1-2) 
 
From Fun Bible Sudoku, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc.  

Used by permission. 
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GIVING DURING A CRISIS 
From Revd Ben 

  

How do we give during a pandemic? 
 
With Church open again we are now able to receive 
envelopes and open plate giving, however please do consider 
any of the alternatives below if you are able, to reduce the 
risks of the transmission of the virus. 
  
If you would like to continue to support Newbold  
Parish Church financially, please send cheques payable to  
‘Newbold PCC income account’ to: 
  
Newbold PCC, ℅ The Rectory,  
Littlemoor, Chesterfield. S41 8QN  
 
Or, you can donate via direct transfer:  
‘Newbold PCC income account’  
HSBC Bank plc  
Sort Code: 40-17-15  
Account No: 61331795 (mark it ‘donation’) 
   
If you have previously filled out a gift aid form this will still 
count. If you need a gift aid form do let us know. 
   
Standing order. Once again, a huge thank you to those of 
you who give regularly via standing order. This is the best way 
for us to keep track of our finances. If you don’t give this way, 
and would like to, please contact us and we can send you a 
form. 
   
Finally, if you are struggling financially at the moment, do feel 
free to lower your giving. We don’t want anyone to feel 
pressure to give at this difficult time.  
  
Every blessing   
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St John the Evangelist Church, on St John’s Road, is the Church of England 
Parish Church of Newbold with Dunston, in the North East Derbyshire Deanery, 
Archdeaconry of Chesterfield, Diocese of Derby and the Province of Canterbury. 
 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY     email: info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk  
 

 
Rector                        The Revd. Ben Griffiths         
Please note:           The Rector is unavailable on Thursdays                

01246 450374 
 
 

                                      
Assistant Curate Revd. Rhoda Blackwell 07838 316610 
 
Lay Reader 

 
Chris Barnes 

  
07753835687 
 

Church Warden                                            Richard Peet  07967 564302 
Verger Stephen Franks 01246 557059 
P.C.C. Secretary Adrian Blanksby 01246 453648  
Organist & Choir Stuart Watkinson 01246 278862 
   
Church Administrator Sue Wheeler - Mo Tu Wed am 07787 980961 
   
Magazine coordinators                 Revd Rhoda and Sue Wheeler See Diary page 
   
Child Protection Julie Franks 01246 557059 
Adult Protection Ena Johnson 01246 451426 
   
Newbold CofE School     Cranbourn Rd  01246 232370 
   
Women’s Group              Trish Law 01246 450407 
Men’s Group Chris Burrows 07843 780880 
Monday Club Margaret Beasley 01246 453787 
Craft Group  Christine Wieloch 01246 274861 
   
Parish Room (hire) Evelyn Lowe                                 01246 206458 

 
 

For Baptism and Marriage arrangements please contact our Rector, 

Ben, directly via email: revbengriffiths@gmail.com or  

phone 01246 450374 
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