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Worship at Newbold Parish Church 

 
The church building remains closed during this lockdown for 

public worship and private prayer.  

 

During this time, services will be uploaded each week to 

our YouTube channel (see below)  

and our Facebook page. 

 

We continue to meet for morning prayer via Zoom on 

Tuesday morning, 9.50am for a 10am start.  

There is also after-service coffee on Zoom on Sunday’s at 

11:30am. See page 18 and 24. 

Other virtual events are listed on the diary page 24. 

 

 

Lent Course 
This continues on Tuesday evenings through Lent 

at 7pm via Zoom 

For link for this contact Revd Rhoda - details on back page  
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From the Rector 

 

Dear all, 

 

Welcome to our March magazine. The journey through Lent 

towards Easter feels particularly strange this year. Unlike last 

year, when we began the Lent course and then abandoned it 

due to the first lockdown, this year we begin Lent in the middle 

of a lockdown which, for me at least, has a sense of unease 

about it. Not knowing when, or how, we will emerge from the 

third lockdown makes looking forward difficult. However, look 

forward we must.  

 

Lent is traditionally a season of giving things up. This year we 

have all ‘given things up’. We’ve had to give up in person 

worship at church for long periods. We’ve had to give up 

holidays, days out, shopping… Perhaps the most difficult thing 

has been giving up seeing family and friends. Stopping 

physical contact has been so hard for so many of us (Oh for a 

hug from a distant loved one).  

As a result, I have decided not to give up anything else for 

Lent this year!  

 

The one thing we must definitely not give up on is hope!  

 

I don’t know about you, but the pandemic has definitely 

focused my mind towards prayer in a more fervent way. The 

season of Lent is meant to be preparation for Easter. It is 

meant to help us focus our minds on God by taking away the 

distractions of the world. To meditate on Jesus’ temptations in 

the wilderness. To think about Jesus’ path to the cross. For 
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me, Lent is not about giving things up for the sake of it. It is 

about making a conscious effort to examine our lives. To 

question the things that can crowd out God. To revisit and 

almost relive the scriptures which talk about the time before 

the resurrection. But, in all this, to remember that new life is 

here now. We don’t have to wait until Easter to praise God!  

 

This year the Lent course is designed to be more relaxed and 

reflective. The booklet we sent out includes a guide to 

reflecting each week. You could use it on your own, with your 

household or by joining us on Zoom each Tuesday evening 

during Lent from 7pm (email us for a link). We will also be 

including a service of compline at the end of each session. If 

you haven’t had a booklet, please contact Sue Wheeler to 

request one.  

 

There are also resources available on the Church of England 

website. These include downloadable family activities and 

information on the #LiveLent App. You can find out more here: 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/livelent-2021-

church-resources-gods-story-our-story  

 

What about Easter?  

 

The uncertainty of lockdown means that we don’t yet know if 

we will be able to hold services in church for Holy Week and 

Easter. However, we hope to be able to let you know what 

services will be available soon. In the meantime, we will 

continue to provide resources online, including our weekly 

Holy Communion service on YouTube and morning prayer on 

Zoom. There will also be regular updates on our Facebook 
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page as well as phone calls, for those who want them, via our 

pastoral group.  

 

Please pray for our church community as we continue to 

navigate the pandemic restrictions and make difficult 

decisions.  

Also, do let us know if you need help accessing church online 

activities, or if you want one of us to pray with you.  

 

Every blessing  

Ben 

             ------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Our Magazine 

At the end of January Evelyn Lowe and Ena Johnson made 

the decision to step back from their Evangelist editorial duties.  

I wanted to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you for 

the many years of hard work and dedication they have both 

given to the magazine production and editing. I am immensely 

thankful for their help these past few years, even if they did on 

occasion have to remind me that the ‘Rector’s letter’ was 

overdue!  

 

Both have agreed to continue to contribute to the magazine 

content, which will be gratefully received, and I hope that they 

will share some of their memories of their time at the helm in 

due course.   

 

New arrangements for articles for the Magazine 

The magazine will continue to be produced each month, with 

electronic version available to those who want. To contribute 

to the magazine, please send a copy to either our church 

administrator, Sue Wheeler 

sue.wheeler.stjohns@gmail.com, or to Revd Rhoda 

revdrhoda@gmail.com, who will between them be editing 

and collating the magazine from this edition onwards for the 

time being.  

Many thanks, Ben 
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COVID Prayers 

By Richard Peet 

 

Holy and gracious God. We find ourselves in time of 

uncertainty. Information comes from many directions which 

leads to anxiety about how we are able to help ourselves, and 

those we love, and to keep us all safe as we often feel 

overwhelmed. 

God of compassion we find ourselves mentally and 

emotionally stressed, and tired in body, mind, and spirit. Many 

people have noticed their mental health has declined during 

the last year. 

Lord as we are physically and socially isolated, we bring our 

prayers and petitions before you for all those affected by the 

coronavirus pandemic.  God our rock and shield we pray. 

For all those who are ill with coronavirus, those being treated 

in hospital, and at home.   Grant Healing. 

For all health care workers, NHS staff, frontline workers, and 

volunteers, who serve us during lockdown.    Grant strength 

and endurance. 

For all those who are isolated and lonely, living on their own, 

being isolated from their support networks.   Grant them 

comfort. 

For those whose livelihoods have been devastated through 

loss of jobs, redundancy, being laid off, uncertainty about what 

the future will bring, and all who are struggling financially in 

any way.   Give them courage and hope. 

For all making difficult decisions, from government to health 

practitioners, scientists who advise and the work of all 

researchers. Give them wisdom and compassion. 
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For children, teenagers, and young adults who are feeling 

stressed in these difficult trying and testing times. They are cut 

off from friends, school friends, grandparents, and the normal 

activities and especially their education. May we bless 

children and young people at this time. 

  

Ever present God, be with us in our isolation, be close to us in 

our distancing, be healing in our sickness. Loving Lord, we 

pray for your love and compassion, as we go through these 

challenging times.  

We look forward to the day when we can all be together again 

as a congregation, and pray for all our families, friends, 

neighbours, all those we love and who love us. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Newbold Women’s Group 

From Trish Law 

 

Rhoda kindly hosted our Zoom meeting on 3rd February, 

when 16 members joined in the virtual meeting. 

Jane Foster, a Relationship Manager with The Children’s 

Society, gave a presentation on the work of the Society and 

was pleased to answer questions on any aspect of the work.  

She emphasized that the ways in which we can help was by 

giving time, donating, promoting the profile of the Society and 

through prayer.  Many children and young people are in a very 

dark place at present, particularly with the problems relating to 

the coronavirus pandemic, and the Society has helped over 

10,000 young people in the last year.  During the crisis, help 

has still been available using online therapy and professional 

support.  One of the main problems which the Society is 

facing involves the exploitation of the young through the so-

called County Lines drugs promoting and dealing, a difficult 

situation because it is countrywide.  As the Society is 

respected by the police the involvement is welcomed. Those 

helped are encouraged to support one another and voice their 

feelings and needs through a Gold Team, where the members 

are allocated funding, which is used to run projects to improve 

their own and their communities’ lives. 

We look forward to seeing or hearing a good number on 

Wednesday, 3rd March at 7pm, again via Zoom.  There 

will be a presentation by Dale Aitken, a founder and 

trustee of The Masoyi Trust, which helps orphans in an area 

of South Africa.  The Zoom link will be sent in advance as a 

reminder. 

Please contact me if you have any suggestions or queries. 

Trish Law  Committee Member                           Tel: 450407 
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Christians Together for Chesterfield 

Items of interest from the Minutes of 26th January 

2021 

From Evelyn Lowe  

 

Hope House, centre for the homeless:  painting and 

decorating is almost finished and a job vacancy for three 

managerial posts has been circulated. 

(Ed update Hot off the press! Mick Topliss has just been 

appointed as the Hope House manager) 

 

Pathways:  Most of the homeless are in B&B accommodation 

or at Mount Cook, near Matlock, which has been set up in 

place of the night shelter, but they are allowed to stay there all 

day.  There is plenty of support from Pathways, P3, a drugs 

team and soon a dentist and a podiatrist.  A local GP is 

working with them all. 

 

The Procession of Witness has been cancelled. 

 

Memorial/Thanksgiving/Commemoration:  a discussion is 

under way for a service to be held in town.  Chesterfield 

Football Club has been approached and it is hoped that local 

government representatives and other faith groups would be 

involved.  Apparently, Spain has already held a special day to 

remember lost ones.  
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Spring IS in the Air 

From Wendy Drake 

 

As I write this the sun is streaming through the window, 

although the temperature outside has painted a very different 

picture in recent days. Venturing forth has needed coats, hats, 

scarves and gloves to ward off the biting chill. However, the 

recent snowfall has now dissipated, and daylight hours are 

noticeably beginning to lengthen as we move closer to the 

Spring Equinox later this month. 

During this latest lockdown I have been very fortunate to be 

able to get out for a walk each day with John, if only in our 

local area, with no car involved. It has been great then to 

notice the various signs of Spring in the gardens and 

hedgerows. Amongst the earliest of the plants to flower, the 

snowdrop has been visible for a number of weeks, providing a 

realisation that new life is emerging from the soil. The 

churchyard has yielded a sighting of a single purple crocus as 

well as a primrose plant with four flowers, to help give some 

long-needed colour to an otherwise pretty drab background at 

this time of year. 

The trees too have been showing signs of new growth with the 

sticky buds on the horse chestnut, the slender yellow-green 

catkins on the hazel, and the soft, rounded white pussy 

willows.  

As suggested in last month’s magazine, the Big Garden 

Birdwatch was due to be held over the weekend of 29-31 

January. Myself and John together with Trish, socially 

distancing of course, all visited the churchyard for this event, 

which proved very productive, and definitely more pairs of 

eyes and ears certainly helped with the count. We recorded 

18 different species on a coolish morning with slight sleet/rain 

in the air. (Ed – see page 31) 
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The birds are now busier and more vocal, and the jackdaws 

that nest in the church tower are collecting material for yet 

another year. There are signs as well of magpie nests built 

high in the trees. The most prolific bird of the morning was the 

goldfinch with its distinctive red, white and black brightly 

coloured head, as well as a good number of chaffinches, also 

a small flock of long-tailed tits was spotted. They tend to fly 

around as a group, so it is usual to see more than one bird at 

any time. A goldcrest, our smallest European bird at only 

about 9cm in length (about 3.5 inches), gave us great views 

as it flitted between the branches of the conifers. It was 

wonderful to be able to observe the yellow stripe on the top of 

its head - usually the bird is not so obliging! I should add that 

the more common bird species were also spotted. The 

churchyard is certainly blessed with having such a variety of 

trees, to be able to support so many species of bird, and I’m 

wondering just how old some of these trees are. Is there a 

record somewhere of what trees were already in situ or 

planted shortly after the church came into being in the 1850’s? 

I’m very sure, if only they were able, they would have many 

tales to tell! 

Still on the subject of birds, John and myself have also been 

lucky to spot a few small flocks of redwing, a bird of the thrush 

family which overwinters in this country from its breeding 

grounds in Northern Europe. 

I don’t know about you all reading this, but personally I have 

found the current lockdown a little more difficult to cope with, 

and I’m wanting to be venturing further afield. However, those 

thoughts and feelings have been turned around through the 

words of the poem entitled ‘Leisure’. Written by William Henry 

Davies, and a favourite of mine, it was highlighted by Hilary in 

this magazine in September last year. The poem starts off 

with the words:  

‘What is life, if full of care, 
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We have no time to stand and stare. 

No time to stand beneath the boughs  

And stare as long as sheep and cows’. 

I have found comfort in these words, and now more fully 

appreciate that this enforced lockdown has enabled me to 

take heed, and to savour the good things of life, a lot of which 

are free to enjoy, and in many cases are actually on the 

doorstep. 

Many of you, like me, will now have had your 1st dose of 

vaccine against Covid-19. So, let’s hope that together, we can 

all, in the not-too-distant future, move forward with more 

confidence, and with a spring in our steps, as the year really 

does progress into Spring.  
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A January Walk with a friend 

By Evelyn Lowe  

 

We decided to try a walk which neither of us had done before 

so began in the churchyard with the map, a compass and a 

month’s supply of sandwiches, in case we got lost. 

We ambled across Coniston Road, up to Dunston Farm and 

on to Sheepbridge Trading Estate.  At the roundabout we took 

a right turn onto a broad man-made track and into a nature 

trail which followed the line of the river Drone.  There were 

numerous bird boxes and feeding stations along the way and 

on the left a large area of swamp land which is in the process 

of being developed into reed beds.  The area was filled with 

bird song and we saw a bullfinch, robins and blue tits along 

the way. 

We paused to view the land nearby where the Adrenaline 

World is planned to be developed on the Birchall Estate.  This 

is to be an indoor adventure centre with 2000 hotel rooms and 

250 chalets; plans for which have been in the pipeline for a 

few years but sadly little work seems to have been done.   

As we walked down the narrow and curving road of 

Whittington Lane, we came across an articulated lorry loaded 

with concrete building material, the driver scratching his head 

as he wondered if he would manage to get under the bridge 

situated around the corner.  We wished him luck as he drove 

on and minutes later found him in an awkward position at the 

bridge and having very little room to manoeuvre.  Interesting! 

We passed a smallholding, seeing two ponies, goats and 

chickens and continued on our way beside the railway line 

with the occasional train passing by.  As we walked into the 

village of Old Whittington we were surprised to see in a 
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garden, a blue and cream barge with the name Steelway, 

Chesterfield, R P & S Key displayed on the side.   

St. Bartholomew’s churchyard was the chosen place for our 

lunch break before we set off again to find a pond we had 

spotted earlier.  We negotiated a very muddy bank to arrive at 

the frozen pond, marked on the map as “Four Acres”.  We 

trudged over two fields, avoiding another as it was far too 

muddy to negotiate, eventually arriving back at Sheepbridge 

Works then taking the grassy path beside the Rugby Club and 

back through the churchyard. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

Monday 22nd March 8pm 
The usual challenge and fun, plus a raffle. 

Bring a drink and a nibble! 

For Zoom link please contact Rev Rhoda 
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Lent course continues 

Tuesday evenings in Lent  

Mar 2, 9, 16, 23 

On Zoom 7pm  

(contact Rhoda or Ben for link) 
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New 24hr taxi service 
Airports - Minibuses - Wheelchair service 

 

Wedding Cars 
Be different & arrive in style with our 

exclusive wedding cars 
Classic - Modern - Sports & Retro cars 

Request a free brochure 
 

Friendly & helpful drivers and receive a 
FREE GIFT from our driver each tim 
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Six Word Messages of HOPE for 2021 

From members of the congregation 

some wishing to remain anonymous 

We are recreating this lovely article with an apology. 

Unfortunately, a few of these were attributed to the wrong 

people and we are really sorry to those we may have upset. 

We hope you enjoy this opportunity to be encouraged by 

these again, thanks to all who contributed. 

  

Faith brings peace, trust 

and hope 

Keep smiling, keep 

laughing, keep hoping     

Martin Burrows 

Open your eyes, 

morning has broken      

Carol Snell 

 

Never lose your sense of 

wonder 

Families will visit and 

hug again 

Christine Wieloch 

A better future for us all        

Bob Cable 

Trust the promise of             

a new day 

 



21 | P a g e  
 

  

Being with my school 

friends 

Millie Burrows 

A better future for us all 

Bob Cable 

The pubs will soon be open      

Chris Burrows 

Be positive, 

the sun keeps shining 

Hayley Burrows 

 

Keep positive, this will end soon 

Be positive, the sun keeps    

shinning 

Hayley Burrows 

Magic happens to those who believe 

All our hope on God is founded 

Do what makes your soul shine 

Be the reason someone smiles today 

All united, we can do this! 
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Bible Readings and Collects 
 
Sunday 7th March Third of Lent 
Exodus 20.1-17 Psalm 19 1 Corinthians 1.18-25 John 2.13-22 
 
 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but 

first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was 

crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the 

cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. 

(or) 

Eternal God, give us insight to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, and to seek the perfection we are 

promised in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Sunday 14th March Fourth of Lent  Mothering Sunday 

Exodus 2.1-10 Psalm 34.11-20, 2 Cor 1.3-7 Luke 2.33-35 

 

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 

shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew 

the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily 

living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your 

presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

God of love, 

passionate and strong, 

tender and careful: 

watch over us and hold us 

all the days of our life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Sunday 21st March Fifth of Lent  

Jeremiah 31.31-34 Psalm 51.1-13 or Psalm 119.9-16  

Hebrews 5.5-10 John 12.20-33 

 

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your 

Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by 

faith in him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the 

power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

(or)  

Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, that we may 

know eternal peace through the shedding of our Saviour’s 

blood, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Sunday 28th March Palm Sunday 

Mark 11.1-11 or John 12.12-16 Psalm 118.1-2,19-24 Isaiah 

50.4-9a, Psalm 31.9-16, Phil 2.5-11, Mark 15.1-39   

 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards 

the human race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take 

upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: grant 

that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

True and humble king, hailed by the crowd as Messiah: grant 

us the faith to know you and love you, that we may be found 

beside you on the way of the cross, which is the path of glory. 
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All services online this month 

 

Sunday 7th March Third of Lent 

Sunday 14th March Fourth of Lent Mothering Sunday 

Sunday 21st March Fifth of Lent 

Sunday 28th March Palm Sunday 

 

Sundays in March            Coffee after Church at 11.30  

Tuesdays in March   Morning prayer, 9.50am for 10am  

                                         Lent Course 7pm (see page 17) 

Wednesday 3rd March Women's Group, 7pm (see page 10) 

Saturday 20th March Men's Group, 10.30am 

Monday 22nd March        Quiz Night! 8pm (see page 17) 

 

For Zoom links or further information about ways to join in 

please contact Revd Rhoda – details on the back page 

 

Items for the April Edition to Sue or Rev Rhoda by Sunday 21st March 

Sue.wheeler.stjohns@gmail.com                             revdrhoda@gmail.com 

mailto:Sue.wheeler.stjohns@gmail.com
mailto:revdrhoda@gmail.com
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From the Registers 

 

Churchyard  [burial or interment of ashes] 

29 January  Elizabeth Ann Taylor 

17 February   Doreen Churcher 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS FOR SIX 

GENERATIONS 

B. Hattersley & Sons Ltd 
 

For Personal, Reliable and Professional Funeral Service 

TELEPHONE 01246 232820 

At any time 

Offices and Private Chapels of Rest 

211, CHATSWORTH ROAD,  

BRAMPTON, S40 2BA 
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The Churchyard Burial Records 

By Steve Franks 

 

When I took on the role of Verger back in 2012 one of my 

responsibilities was to look after the churchyard records. 

These consisted of index cards for the deceased, stored in 

alphabetical order with the plot reference on each. There were 

also a number of ledgers for each area of the churchyard in 

plot reference order. There were also five volumes of burial 

registers from 1954 to the present day. To find the location of 

a burial plot I had to find the index card for the person, get the 

plot reference number then check in the ledgers for further 

burials in that plot. 

In Church were large boards with plans of the churchyard 

areas which I could use to find the location of the plot 

references. Soon after taking on the role I mapped out the 

cremated remains area and made my own plan so that I could 

easily find those plots.  

I always wondered about how the church burial records could 

be put into an electronic format which would make searches 

much easier but never took this any further because I knew it 

would take a lot of time and effort. 

Then the lockdown happened last March so I took it onto 

myself to start the project, knowing I would benefit from its 

completion as much as the church itself. 

First, I went through each index card, recording full names, 

internment date, age if known, date of death and plot number 

along with any notes onto an excel spreadsheet. The next 

stage was to go through the burial legers, correcting the 

spreadsheet and adding any missing details. The final stage 

was to go through the burial registers, again updating the 
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registers with any missing details and also including the 

register number. 

As you can imagine this took quite a long time, but what else 

was there to do in lockdown? Finally, in July I completed the 

spreadsheet.  I was able to produce a paper listing of the 

records in name order and also in plot number order which 

helped me when requests from Funeral Directors and 

members of the public were made. 

When the second lockdown happened last November, I 

wondered what else I could do to improve on the spreadsheet. 

In 2003 the Derbyshire Ancestral Research Group (DARG) 

surveyed the memorials in the churchyard and produced a 

folder of them. I took this and cross referenced it to my 

spreadsheet, adding an extra column to refer to their records. 

We now have a single electronic copy of the churchyard 

burials based on all the records held in Church. The folder of 

burials created from this would normally be on display at the 

back of Church, but Covid-19 has put paid to this at the 

moment. If anybody needs information they should contact 

myself and I will see if I can help. 

Some points of interest. Altogether I have found records for 

over 10,360 individuals including 163 ‘Smiths’. This is not the 

total number of burials in the churchyard as there are no 

records for the areas around church. According to the records 

there are at least eight centenarians buried in the churchyard 

with the oldest person being Eleanor Shaw who died in 2015 

aged 104.  

I also found a number of burials, mainly of children dating from 

the end of the 19th Century and early 20th Century whose 

names were recorded in the burial ledgers but did not have 

index cards referring to them. 
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Elegy written in a Chesterfield churchyard 

Hilary Barnes 

 

The first day of February 2021 was a memorable day. It was 

one of those rare sunny and bright winter days that lifts the 

spirit. It was also one of those rare opportunities to escape the 

confines of Covid restrictions and get out in the crisp wintry air 

for a walk. Knowing that Tapton Lock on the Chesterfield 

canal served takeaway coffee, we thought that would be the 

place to aim for. Seated on a pair of leopard-print gloves that 

barely protected the posterior from the creeping cold of the 

bench beneath, we supped our hot lattes with great pleasure, 

after the weeks of having to go without. Who would have 

thought that a takeaway coffee would be regarded as a luxury! 

The drink finished, we looked at the signpost on the towpath 

to determine the way we should go. Do we go right to Istanbul, 

or left to Chesterfield town centre? Istanbul seemed a little 

ambitious for those of us with dodgy knees, so, no Turkish 

Delight today. We set off along the muddy towpath towards 

town, enjoying the freedom, the fresh air and the sound of 

birds chirping in the trees. We followed the upper path, past 

the River Rother in full spate after all the recent rain and 

reached the road. On towards town we went; over the 

footbridge to walk beside the busy and noisy A61.  

Our attention was suddenly caught by a banner. It was just 

about readable, despite the best efforts of the local graffiti 

artists, and advertised the work of Chesterfield St. Helens and 

District Local History Society in commemorating the Paupers’ 

graves in Christ Church churchyard. We went to have a look. 

The churchyard is on a slope, with the Paupers’ graves at the 

bottom, next to the road. A lot of good work had been done to 
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create new paths and a sturdy hedge of sawn branches on the 

side of the churchyard that adjoins Stonegravels Recycling 

Site. The bare ground where the Paupers are laid to rest, now 

has a brass plaque acknowledging the lives of the 

Chesterfield Union workhouse people who are buried there. 

Pure white snowdrops nodded their heads towards us as we 

paid our respects, nodding our heads in turn. 

Moving up the hill towards the church, where the wealthier 

people are buried, we noticed the usual variety of headstones 

and memorials that fill most churchyards. They ranged from 

ostentatious angels to simple crosses; broken-down graves to 

well-tended ones; relatively recent ones to the really old. In 

fact, some were so old and worn away by the weather, that 

they were as nameless as the graves of the paupers down 

below. Among all these graves, one stood out. It had a red 

ribbon tied round it, so was a war grave. It had been lovingly 

cared for over the years and references 4 individuals. The 

headstone with the red ribbon round is a memorial to Private 

Charles Gordon Shaw. Also buried in the grave are Charles’s 

Auntie and Uncle, Mary Hannah and William Henry Taylor, 

who had adopted their nephew Charles Gordon Shaw. There 

is an original headstone commemorating Charles’s friend, Sgt. 

Dick Wagg as well. The inscription on the brass plaque reads 

as follows: 

Pte. Charles Gordon Shaw 

Was mortally wounded on the 1st day of the 

Somme Offensive. 

He was rescued from the battlefield by his close friend 

Sgt. “Dick” Wagg, who saved 3 men that day and 

was awarded the DCM for his bravery. 
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Charles was shipped back to 

England where he died of 

his wounds 6 days later. 

Dick’s original headstone has 

been laid here so that their 

story will be forever joined. 

It struck me that Mary and 

Henry Taylor had in effect 

adopted Dick Wagg as well as 

Charles, and they would 

indeed be forever joined as a 

part of God’s family unit.  

I was fascinated by this story 

and would love to know more, 

so if anybody knows anything 

else about these individuals, 

please get in touch. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Birds seen in our Big Garden Bird Watch  

From Christine Wieloch 

Blackbird, Black-headed Gull, Bluetit, Carrion Crow, 

Chaffinch, Coal Tit, Collared Dove, Dunnock, Feral 

pigeon, Goldcrest, Goldfinch, Great Tit, Herring Gull. 

House Sparrow, Jackdaw, Long Tailed Tit, Magpie, 

Robin, Rook, Starling, Wood Pigeon. (see also page 13) 



32 | P a g e  
 

Stephen Toon Hearing Care 

Do you suffer from excessive ear wax? 
Have it removed in the comfort of your own home by a qualified 

Audiologist, using the latest equipment and techniques 
                         One Ear  £40*                               Both Ears  £60* 

*Home visits normally £20 extra.  Special offer for magazine readers 

 

Need Hearing Aids? 
I promise you will be delighted by; 

                How they look                                      How they feel 
                How well you hear                              How much they cost  
               For a free assessment or information call 01773 687060 

The best hearing aids, the best aftercare, and 
The best prices. 

Tel: 01773 687060    www.stephentoon.org 
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Humorous British Epitaphs 

 

Here I lie by the chancel door. 

They put me here because I was poor. 

The further in, the more I pay, 

But here I lie as snug as they. 

 

Found on the memorial stone of Robert Phillip, a gravedigger, 

in the church of St. Edmund the Martyr, Kingsbridge, Devon 

 

All who come to my grave to see, 

Avoid damp beds and think of me. 

Lydia Eason, St. Michael’s Church, Stoke on Trent 

 

Here lies a man who was Knott born. 

His father was Knott before him. 

He lived Knott, and did Knott die 

Yet underneath this stone doth lie         John Knott, Sheffield 

 

Owen Moore 

Gone away 

Owin’ more 

Than he could pay                                 Battersea, London 
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Beneath this stone a lump of clay 

Lies Uncle Peter Dan’els, 

Who early in the month of May 

Took off his winter flannels                              Edinburgh 

 

And finally ….. 

 

Here lies an Atheist 

All dressed up 

And no place to go                        1742 Newbury, England 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Barbers 

From Stuart Watkinson 

 

In the February Evangelist, Chris Barnes related the story of a 

lad whose reluctance for a haircut was justified by pointing out 

that various Biblical characters had long hair.  

In Newbold Village, many years ago, there was a barbers-

shop. I was in there once in the 1960s, waiting for my turn, 

when the long-haired lad before me, who had just settled into 

the barber's chair, made the request "Just trim the bottom 

edge tidy." The barber immediately began with his shears, 

removing great chunks of hair, at which the youth, witnessing 

his precious pop-idol locks dropping to the floor, tried to get 

out of the chair in protest. But the barber's strong handheld 

him down - "Sit down, lad - your mother's been in first!" 
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Poem 

By Richard Peet 

 

At the breaking of a brand-new day, 

Do we take the time to sit and pray? 

This lockdown has been with us for a few weeks now, 

Does the government have a plan as to what they may allow? 

Have we now found some new things to do, 

That give us joy and helps us? 

We can hopefully look forward to the day when we are able, 

To go to church when the virus is more stable. 

Many of our congregation have had their first injection, 

We could now have time for a period of reflection. 

May we each day ring a different friend, 

As time with them we are unable to spend. 

 

  

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 

without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 

increase and multiply upon us your mercy; 

that with you as our ruler and guide, 

we may so pass through things temporal 

that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Common Prayer 
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Ground testing works for the new parish centre 
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Sporting Quiz  

 

1     In March 2020, which footballer 

was given a £150,000 fine after    

admitting to “stupidly” breaking 

lockdown in order to visit a friend in 

Solihull? 

 

2     Which motor racing legend died at the age of 90 on 12 

April 2020?  He won 16 grands prix and is widely regarded as 

the greatest driver never to win a world title. 

 

3     How many chukkers are there in a polo match? 

 

4     Which England cricket bowler had the nickname “The 

Burnley Express”? 

 

5     Who won the Australian Open Women’s Singles title in 

2020? 

 

6      What is the highest ground in the Premier League? 

 

7      If you completed the National Three Peaks Challenge 

which 3 mountains would you have climbed? 

 

8     Rafael Nadal has won all four majors at least once in his 

career – true or false? 

 

9    Which Premier League captain was the most high-profile 

player who refused to return to training over health concerns 

for his family in 2020? 
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10   Who was crowned Sports Personality of the Year 2020? 

 

11    In bowling, what is the term given for three consecutive 

strikes? 

 

12    Where will the 2023 Rugby World Cup be held? 

 

13    In snooker, what is the point value of a yellow ball? 

 

14   Which horse won the virtual Grand National in 2020? 

 

15   How big is an Olympic sized swimming pool? 

 

16   Which golf tournament presents its winner with a green 

jacket? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

QUIZ ANSWERS from Feb issue 

 

1. 4, Charles, Andrew, Anne, Edward   2. 13   3. Pineapple. 

4. 3   5. Audrey Hepburn   6. Catherine Parr.   7. April 23rd. 

8. Noah.   9. West Bromwich Albion   10. 343 

11. Ole Gunnar Solskjaer   12.  Whip   13. Indian Pale Ale 

14. Blue, yellow, black, green, red   15. Anne Bancroft. 

16. Doc, Grumpy, Happy, Sleepy, Bashful, Sneezy, Dopey. 

17. Banks family   18. Oxfordshire but actually Turvill, 

Buckinghamshire   19. 1960.   20. The West Wing  
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Churchyard Bird Spotting 
 
We are bringing you a churchyard monthly bird spot update 
through 2021 and this month’s count was part of the Big 
Garden Birdwatch. For the details of the birds seen this month 
see page 31.  
 
Alongside this, Christine Wieloch is introducing us to a couple 
of birds each month. We were only able to fit the Blue Tit in 
last month so we have 3 to see this month.  
 

 

The blackbird is a 

common garden bird.  

The male is black with 

a yellow beak and the 

female is brown with a 

brown beak.  Their 

song is one of the 

delights of summer. 

The robin is one of 

our most common 

birds.  It can be found 

in the countryside and 

in our gardens where 

it is the gardener’s 

friend. 

The Goldcrest is our 

smallest native bird.  It 

weighs about 20g, as 

much as a 2p piece.   
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BIBLE SUDOKU 
 
First you answer the scripture-based questions to determine 
the numbers for each clue and place them in the squares 
mentioned.  Then proceed as normal, placing number 1 to 9 
in each row, each column and each of nine 3 x 3 areas within 
the puzzle grid. 
 
For H8, G6, C5, B2 
How many crosses were erected at Jesus’ crucifixion? 
(Matthew 27:38) 
 
For G3, C2 
In what year of King Darius’s reign was the “house” or rebuilt 
temple completed in Jerusalem? (Ezra 6:15) 
 
For E3, A4, G7, C1 
How many daughters did Leah and Jacob have? (Genesis 
30:21) 
 
For H6, C4, I1, E5 
How many young men from Judah are named in Daniel as 
being put into training to serve in Nebuchadnezzar’s palace?  
(Daniel 1:5-6) 
 
For F4, C6, G5, A1, E7 
What number plus 65 was the number of years of the 
Babylonian captivity? (Jeremiah 25:11) 
 
For E1, F9, A3 
What number plus 5 equals the number of generations from 
Abraham to David? (Matthew 1:17) 
 
For D5, A2, I8, C7, H1 
In Matthew’s list of apostles, what number is Andrew? 
(Matthew 10:2-4) 
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For B7, I4, E6 
In the first nine psalms, which one begins “O Lord my God, in 
thee do I put my trust”? 
 
For H3, C9 
About how many days elapsed between when Jesus 
predicted His death the first time and the Transfiguration? 
(Luke 9:22-28) 
 
From Fun Bible Sudoku, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc.  

Used by permission. 

 

 

 A B C D E F G H I 

1          
2          
3          

4          
5          
6          

7          
8          
9          
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Introducing Chesterfield Food Hut Monkwood 

We are Chesterfield Community Food Hut Monkwood and 

offer support to those struggling as a result of COVID or just 

long-term benefits issues along with people with health 

conditions. 

We offer a food parcel delivery service on a Friday and 

collection from The Hut on Wednesdays. As we are self-

funded we do ask for a donation of £2.00 if our services users 

can afford it, however, we do not refuse food if they are 

unable to donate. 

The areas we cover are....... 

Dunston 

Newbold 

Whittington Moor 

Whittington New and Old 

Brimington  

 

Contact details are Councillor Janice Marriott 07709454523  
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GIVING DURING A CRISIS 
From Revd Ben 

  

How do we give during a pandemic? 
 
With Church closed during the current lockdown, we cannot 
receive collection envelopes or cash on the plate. 
  
Therefore, if you would like to continue to support Newbold  
Parish Church financially, please send cheques payable to  
‘Newbold PCC income account’ to: 
  
Newbold PCC, ℅ The Rectory,  
Littlemoor, Chesterfield. S41 8QN  
 
Or, you can donate via direct transfer:  
‘Newbold PCC income account’  
HSBC Bank plc  
Sort Code: 40-17-15  
Account No: 61331795 (mark it ‘donation’) 
   
If you have previously filled out a gift aid form this will still 
count. If you need a gift aid form do let us know. 
   
Standing order. Once again, a huge thank you to those of 
you who give regularly via standing order. This is the best way 
for us to keep track of our finances. If you don’t give this way, 
and would like to, please contact us and we can send you a 
form. 
   
Finally, if you are struggling financially at the moment, do feel 
free to lower your giving. We don’t want anyone to feel 
pressure to give at this difficult time.  
  
Every blessing   
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St John the Evangelist Church, on St John’s Road, is the Church of England 
Parish Church of Newbold with Dunston, in the North East Derbyshire Deanery, 
Archdeaconry of Chesterfield, Diocese of Derby and the Province of Canterbury. 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY     email: info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk  
                                           www.facebook.com/newboldparishchurch 
 
Rector                                 The Revd. Ben Griffiths                        01246 450374 

Please note:           The Rector is unavailable on Thursdays  
                                      
Assistant Curate Revd. Rhoda Blackwell 07838 316610 
 
Lay Reader 

 
Chris Barnes 

  
07753835687 
 

Church Warden                                            Richard Peet  07967 564302 
Verger Stephen Franks 01246 557059 
P.C.C. Secretary Adrian Blanksby 01246 453648  
Organist & Choir Stuart Watkinson 01246 278862 
   
Church Administrator Sue Wheeler - Mo Tu Wed am 07787 980961 
   
Child Protection Julie Franks 01246 557059 
Adult Protection Ena Johnson 01246 451426 
   

Magazine coordinators                 Revd Rhoda and Sue Wheeler See Diary page 

Magazine Distribution Margaret Beasley 
 

01246 453787 

 Church School Head      Kerry Marsh  01246 232370 
       Business Manager Joanne Brown 

 
01246 232370 

Women’s Group              Trish Law 01246 450407 
Men’s Group Chris Burrows 07843 780880 
Monday Club Margaret Beasley 01246 453787 
Craft Group   
   
Eagle Club Secretary 

Christine Wieloch 
 
Angela Thompson 

01246 274861 
 
01246 451141 

Pre-school  Hope Seedhouse 01246 451141  
Parent & Toddler Hope Seedhouse 01246 451141 

 
Group Scout Master Roy Bagnall 07854414302 
Parish Room (hire) Evelyn Lowe                                 01246 206458 

 
For Baptism and Marriage arrangements please contact our Rector, Ben, 
directly via email: revbengriffiths@gmail.com or phone 01246 450374  

mailto:revbengriffiths@gmail.com

