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Worship at Newbold Parish Church 

Church continues to be open on 

Wednesday morning 10am-12pm 

(for individual private prayer) 

and Sundays at 10am for Mass 

Current health protection measures such as physical 

distancing, the use of hand gel on entry and exit and the 

wearing of masks will continue for the foreseeable future. 

Please do not attend if you feel unwell. 

 

APCM 

The postponed APCM will now take place in Church on 

Sunday September 20th at 11am 

(after the morning service) 

There will be a short break between the service and the start 

of the APCM with people being asked to return to the same 

seats.               (see page11 for further details) 

 

All Saints Day 

There will be a service of Worship, in Church, on  

Sunday 1st November at 6pm 

This service will include an opportunity to remember those we 

have lost. There will be two further services of memorial on 

the following two Sundays, also at 6pm – details to follow 

For further information please contact Sue in the Church 

Office 07787 980961  
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‘Back to School…’  

from the Rector 
 

Dear all,  

 

Usually this time of year there are adverts for ‘back to school’ 

products in most of the shops and on the TV. But this year it 

feels a bit different. There is a lot of anxiety surrounding pupils 

returning to school, many for the first time in nearly six 

months.  

When I used to teach percussion in schools it always took my 

pupils a few weeks to get back into the swing of things after 

the six weeks holiday, let alone six months… Some had 

forgotten a few of the things they had learned before the 

holidays, others had made good progress because they’d had 

more time than usual to practice.  

For pupils returning in September it will be uncharted territory 

and a different kind of learning curve. Over these past few 

months many pupils have had to get their heads around 

having exams cancelled, transferring to online lessons and 

getting used to home schooling. Those who have been in 

school over lockdown will have had a very different 

experience to normal.  

When I was teaching, the most important thing, whether 

returning after a holiday or during regular term time, was 

always motivation.  

I wonder what level of motivation will be around in 

September… 

During lockdown both of my sons have taken up new 

instruments. Noah has taken up the flute, with help from my 

Mum who is a flute and piano teacher. He has been practising 

most days and has a few specific pieces that he really wants 

to master. Aaron has taken up the trumpet and has 

succeeded in playing a version of the ‘Universal Pictures’ film 
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opening theme. Both of them have been motivated to practice 

and to progress.  

At the moment the changing nature of our day to day life can 

mean that motivating ourselves to do things can be difficult. 

Some will have been motivated to do new things, as I have. 

Others will have felt at times like their ‘get up and go’ ‘got up 

and left’ (I’ve also felt like this). Recognising that motivation is 

a tricky thing to manage, particularly given the stresses and 

strains of a global pandemic, will be key as we continue to 

negotiate the future.   

The panic and immediacy, which marked much of the early 

days of the pandemic, appears to have subsided of late. But 

although the pace of change has slowed, it is still happening.  

On 2nd August many of us went ‘back to church’. After 20 

weeks away this was quite a strange experience. Our first 

service was, as predicted, a mixture of familiarity and 

challenge, although I think the overwhelming feeling was one 

of relief. I wonder if school pupils, parents, teachers and 

support staff will react in a similar way when they return in 

September.  

As we begin to return to the familiar but different, my prayer is 

that we would all have the motivation we need as we move 

forward.  

 

Ben 

 

 

  
‘I know what it is to have little, and I know 

what it is to have plenty. In any and all 

circumstances I have learned the secret of 

being well-fed and of going hungry, of having 

plenty and of being in need. I can do all things 

through him who strengthens me.’  

Philippians 4:12-13 
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PCC via Zoom! 

From Revd Rhoda 

 
Just 6 months ago, the use of the word zoom was limited to 

conversations about the speed of travel (they jumped into the 

car and zoomed off), or taking close-up photos (the camera 

zoomed in to reveal her facial expression). Now, in the 

pandemic, the word zoom is most likely to be used when 

talking about meeting up with others remotely while we are not 

allowed to meet in person.  

Zoom is a video-conferencing platform that allows people to 

join into a meeting without even having an account with Zoom 

or paying. A Zoom meeting can be accessed from a 

smartphone, a tablet or a computer. In addition, you can even 

join in to a Zoom meeting when you don’t have internet 

access—you can phone from a landline, and, although you 

don’t get to see anybody, you can hear everything that’s said 

and can speak yourself.  

Given the continued risks and restrictions on meeting in 

person, last month we decided to hold a PCC meeting via 

Zoom, particularly to catch up on where the architects are at 

with the building project. Almost everyone from the PCC was 

able to join the meeting, including those joining from a 

landline. In addition, three people from the architects were 

able to join, including one logging in from France. 

Screen share allowed the architects to show us the updated 

drawings as they talked through where they are at with the 

project. Now restrictions are being eased, they are hoping to 

get some test pits dug soon, which will enable the engineers 

to work out the foundations required. Decisions will be needed 

on things such as slates, bricks, render, and windows, then 

later, internal fixtures and fittings. Ben suggested that there be 

a building committee with a smaller number of people to look 

at all these issues. 
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Ben was able to talk us through how services in church are 

going to look in the first phase of 

opening, and Rhoda gave an 

update on the emergency 

pastoral care group and thanked 

all those involved. 

Conducting the meeting via 

Zoom appeared to be a success, 

and will be a useful option for 

keeping up to date with the likely 

variations in degree of 

restrictions over the coming 

months. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Beat The Bailiffs! 

From Stuart Watkinson  

 
In the 1970s my (now late) sister and family moved into a 

Newbold house which had been vacated when its previous 

owner, Mrs G, had died of old age. Shortly after they moved 

in, a bill arrived from the Gas Board asking for arrears 

payments accrued by Mrs G. As my sister ignored the bill, it 

was eventually followed by two reminders, the last of which 

threatened dire consequences if the amount was not settled 

forthwith. Before sending it back she wrote in the margin: 

 

Mrs G is now dead, and therefore I am unable to send you a 

forwarding address. However, it is likely that, wherever she 

has gone, she will have either eternal light or eternal heat and 

will require your services no longer. 

 

 She never heard any more! 
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Our New Church Life 

From Richard Peet 

We have now had a number of services on Sunday mornings, 

which have been different, but have given us the opportunity to 

come together as a congregation, to worship God, and to see each 

other even though we have been socially distancing.  

Until further restrictions are lifted, we have to accept the 

regulations which are in place to help us to be safe. 

God is with us wherever we are, and we know he is with us always. 

We hope and pray that sometime in the future things will get to be 

what is being called the new normal.  We look forward to the time 

when we are able to meet in our groups for coffee mornings, quiz 

nights, parish breakfast and other meetings. 

We are not out of the woods yet, and certainly not until a vaccine 

has been found and proves to be successful. 

We thank God that we are alive and able to come and worship in 

our church that we all love and cherish. 

We remember all loved ones, and members of our congregation 

who have died during the time we have not been able to worship in 

church, they will never be forgotten. 

Let us pray for a brighter future, where we can hug each other 

again, and appreciate what we have. 

We may have a new lease of life, to love each other more, pray for 

each other, be kinder to one another, and take the time to speak to 

each other more. 

We have hopefully made some new friends as a result of the 

pastoral team, and what I have christened, ‘pastoral friends’. 

What have we learnt about ourselves, and how are we going to 

use what we have learnt for the better in the coming months and 

years?  

May we all stay safe and look after each other. 
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Bishop Libby writes… 

From Our Diocese 

 

The Children’s Society (you will recall that I am Vice-Chair of 
Trustees) works with many of the refugee and asylum-seeking 
children who do reach our shores. We are aware that the immense 
additional financial and social pressure during this pandemic make 
generous humane response to such children and their families 
more difficult, as services are disrupted and reduced for everyone.   

There are others facing additional suffering, of course, in all sorts 
of circumstances. My prayer is that we do not harden our hearts, 
but risk being open to the merciful and just work of the Holy Spirit: 
that our response and engagement, therefore, stretches our hearts 
to include all within the love of Christ – and, no matter how tough 
our own situation, we do not close ourselves off from the suffering 
of others.  

+Libby 

 

A prayer for refugees 

Almighty and merciful God, 

whose Son became a refugee and had no place to call his own; 

look with mercy on those who today are fleeing from danger, 

homeless and hungry. 

Bless those who work to bring them relief; 

inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts; 

and guide the nations of the world towards that day when all will 
rejoice in your Kingdom of justice 

and of peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
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You are invited to attend the 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners and 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

which is to be held on 

Sunday 20 September 2020 

at 11:00am in Church. 

 

Anyone who lives in the Parish or is on the Electoral Roll is 

welcome to attend. 

 

The meeting will: 

• Elect Churchwardens 

• Elect Deanery and PCC representatives 

• Receive an update on the Electoral Roll membership 

• Receive the annual accounts of the Parish 

• Hear about the workings of the PCC and update on the Parish 

Centre project 

• Receive reports on other parts of church life for the last year 

• Be updated by Ben on plans for the coming year 

 

If you plan to stay for the meeting after the morning service then 

please keep the same seats. 

All papers for the meeting will be shared electronically in advance.  

A few paper copies will be available on the day. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to this important meeting. 
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Standing in the breach – prayers of intercession 

From Steph Parkes 

 

“I sought for anyone among them who would repair the wall and 

stand in the breach before me on behalf of the land, so that I would 

not destroy it; but I found no one.” Ezekiel 20.30 

 

What is intercession? If like me you have undertaken to write the 

intercessions for the Sunday Eucharist, you will know the head-

scratching, pen-chewing, news-searching moments you have had. 

In those moments of putting together carefully worded sentiments 

which cover everything from global, national and local concerns, 

not leaving out our deepest cares for loved ones–even to praying 

for a lost cat (as we did recently at morning prayer via zoom!) 

There is nothing which is not God’s concern. However, before we 

descend into a kind of ‘shopping list’ of prayer we should perhaps 

pause to consider the real depth and mystery of our prayers for 

ourselves and others. 

To intercede literally means to go between (inter- between, cede- 

go). ‘Standing in the breach’ is an image we find in the bible which 

pictures the work of an intercessor and it says more about where 

we pray rather than what we pray. 

Intercession is really a living relationship rather than a way of 

saying prayers. It involves the whole of us not just our lips or our 

thoughts. To truly intercede means entering a costly relationship 

with the world around us. 

Michael Ramsey said this of intercession, that it is standing before 

God with the people on your heart’. This means our praying cannot 

be separated from the way we live.  

Intercession involves us in being where Christ already is. Far from 

persuading God to get involved where we think he is not, it is a 



13 | P a g e  
 

participation in Christ’s life-giving presence in the world, in that 

stream of infinite love poured out for us on the cross. 

Jesus, with his arms stretched wide on the cross, embraces us all, 

and he brings heaven down to earth and raises things on earth up 

to heaven. 

Sometimes this realisation can leave me a bit tongue-tied, but “the 

Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as 

we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 

words”. Romans 8:26-27. 

The church has always used the psalms as part of its prayerful 

offering and in these ancient songs we find the heights and depths 

of human experience and longings and through them we are 

praying for the world. Certainly, those moments in my life, when 

things have been hard or I’ve been in despair, the 23rd psalm has 

been my ‘companion’. 

The work of intercession is for us all and throughout our daily lives- 

not just in the wonderfully crafted moments during church services 

or using fine words and phrases whilst on our own – it’s what is on 

our hearts that matters. 

We stand before God with the world and its people on our hearts. It 

may motivate us to action to bring love and justice into situations 

we know of–to stand in the breach. 

If intercession is this standing before God with people on our 

hearts, we are there because Christ was there before us. All is held 

together by Jesus praying his prayer in us. Our part is to listen and 

join in. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Let Us Smile 

I thought about how people seem to read the Bible a whole lot 

more as they get older, then it dawned on me…they’re cramming 

for their final exam! 
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From the Bishop’s briefing 

From Bishop Libby 

 

Bishop Libby asked Christine McMullen, our Diocesan Synod Lay 

Chair, to share a perspective from ‘the pew’ (when pews have not 

been available). She has reflected on a recent Zoom gathering of 

Lay Chairs from across the country:  

 

‘In a break someone said, ‘ I’m feeling a bit semi-detached about 

church at the moment, it’s lovely being able to join with any 

cathedral in the country, but I miss meeting people I have lived and 

prayed with in my own church.’ … and the rest of us nodded 

thoughtfully. Some of us shared her loss, some were really 

frightened of catching the virus, but most of us were busy keeping 

things going as far as we could in our own churches and 

communities, especially where clergy were shielding or isolating. 

That got me thinking:  

Lay people organised prayer chains on the telephone, or monthly 

email quiet days - reflective half hours of poetry and Bible verses, 

and meditations gathering stones, music, shells and pictures. 

Church wardens kept an eye on who was ill, sick or bereaved in 

the parish and kept everyone informed, we put notices on the 

church door and kept an eye on who was walking sadly round the 

churchyards. Readers taking funerals at the crematorium were 

faced with leading meaningful farewells in 20 minutes maximum 

and listening on the phone to widows who last saw their husband 

as he was being taken into the ambulance. People who were able, 

walked round the streets at quiet times and waved to people sitting 

at their front room window unable to go out. Dads took their 

unschooled children out for perilously wobbly bike rides and 

teachers in the local schools worked their socks off getting eligible 

children to school, ensuring there was food for breakfast and 
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organising games, whilst school governors were supporting them 

on the phone.  

Those with technical skills shuffled their materials round to do 

coherent Bible studies and some lay people took the whole burden 

of zooming worship or streaming worship services online when the 

skills of their vicar were more theological than technological. 

Wardens stockpiled hand cleansers and paper towels against the 

day when we would be able to go into church again and made 

complicated plans of how many people they could seat safely in 

church. The cleaning team set to and deep cleaned the whole 

building … finding stray knitted angels under radiators and (once) a 

£20 note under a pew cushion.  

Then the day came when it was legal to go into church again, the 

bell ringers taped circles on the floors of the bell towers and joyfully 

swung in their ropes, “welcomers” donned face masks and wielded 

packs of hand gel, a soloist (alias a cantor) entranced those who 

came and sat and prayed. At the end of the first service together in 

our church we said the peace together at a safe distance and then 

burst out into spontaneous clapping and waving to each other 

across the pews.  

The daily life of food banks and help for the homeless goes on, and 

the heart of the gospel is expressed as we share the depths of our 

faith in day to day involvement with people around us, showing a 

glimpse of the Kingdom of heaven in our actions.  

It is hard work being part of the church - but it happens when we-

lay people (and clergy) live in community and are not semi-

detached!’  

 

Bishop Libby writes “I am very aware that the people of God, (lay 

and ordained) are not ‘semi-detached’ in the Diocese of Derby. As 

the Church of Christ gathered for worship, whether online or in 

person, and dispersed into communities - your engagement is 

good news for all: thank you.  +Libby  
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TO ADVERTISE in 

The Evangelist 

January to December will cost 
 

£30 for ¼ page  

£55 for ½ page 

£100 for full page 
 

If advertising with us after 

January, the price will 

decrease accordingly. 

Contact Evelyn Lowe 

Tel: 206458 
 

When using the businesses 

advertised in this issue, please 

mention that you saw the 

advert in The Evangelist. 
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Opening Church 

From Richard Peet 

 

On Saturday 27th June between 4.00–6.00pm we opened our 

church for private prayer. This was followed on Wednesday 

1st July 10.00–12.00pm for those over 70. 

 

It was lovely to be able to come to our church to pray. A sheet 

was available with ideas for prayer. There was clear guidance 

as to what you had to do when you arrived, and a big thank 

you goes to all who were involved in the preparation to allow 

us to open. 

 

In the July edition of the Evangelist there was a photograph 

showing how the seating would look. In the August edition 

there was an article explaining the measures in place, and a 

letter from Ben reiterating these plans. 

 

On 26th July a team consisting of the clergy, wardens, verger, 

and leader of the serving team met to discuss the 

arrangements for the seating plan, service, and any other 

matter relating to the opening of the church we all love. 

 

On Sunday 2nd August at 10.00am we were able to reopen 

for public worship after 20 weeks without a service and no 

doubt we all wondered how the service would look and feel. 

 

We had a team to greet people as they arrived, and to seat 

people, as we needed to accommodate single individuals, 

those in a bubble, couples, and families. The main aims of the 

team were to make everyone feel welcome, safe and 

comfortable. 

It was wonderful to hear Stuart play the organ again. 
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We tried to make the service as near to normal as possible 

whilst restrictions are in place. The service went very well and 

there were 65 members of our congregation present. 

We tweaked a couple of things with regards to getting people 

in the building and were able to put some more chairs in the 

church without compromising the regulations. 

 

At this time, we are not able to sing or share the peace in the 

normal way and Holy Communion is in one kind, wafer only. 

We look forward to the time when we are able to hold a full 

service without any measures in place. 

 

No doubt many of us were feeling nervous, apprehensive, 

anxious and possibly worried, but I felt that generally people 

had enjoyed the service, especially from comments made 

after the service. Many of our congregation had been 

shielding until 1st August, and this may have been the first 

time some of them had been away from home. 

 

If you do not feel able to come to church at this time, please 

speak to Ben, Rhoda, or members of the congregation who 

have attended the services so far to discuss your fears or 

worries. 

At this time, masks are mandatory except for those leading 

the service, interceding, reading the lesson, gospel or 

preaching with social distancing measure in place. 

 

We will continue to offer our regular telephone calls from the 

pastoral team. 

Let us pray that you may join us to worship God when the time 

is right for you as an individual. 



19 | P a g e  
 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Answers to the online Quiz by Adrian  

shared in last month’s edition 

 

1. Captain Moore   2. Nine   3. Harmonica   4. North America 

5. Great Britain   6. The Who   7. The Revenant   

8. Stephen Hendry   9. Buzz Aldrin   10. Robert Walpole    

11. Ravel   12. Wasabi   13. James Martin   14. True    

15. Turandot    

 

How did you do? 

☺   
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What does our Church Administrator do? 
From Sue Wheeler 
 
I have been asked to give you an update on my role so far so 
you can see what sort of things I get up to!  
 
My time began by getting to know the names of people and 
their roles in the church, identifying where and how my role 
enhances what is already in place, familiarising myself with 
the many resources available to me, becoming familiar with 
our church web sites and building relationships. I have been 
made very welcome by everyone so a big thank you to the 
church family here. 
 
So, what do I do day to day now? Well, every week I touch 
base with Ben, who gives me jobs for the week, and I give him 
feedback on the progress made on the previous weeks work. 
One of my first jobs was supporting Ben and Rhoda with the 
risk assessments required to open the church building safely. I 
was also asked to produce an electronic copy of the Parish 
Magazine supporting Ev and Ena while they have not been 
able to meet physically to bring it together. 
 
Enquiries via the website come through to me and I now have 
a phone number (see below) which will be promoted as the 
first point of contact for the Church. 
I am responsible for sending out cards to families that have 
had contact with the church on the anniversaries of a Baptism, 
Wedding or Funeral, so that we don’t lose touch with them 
and they know that the church is still thinking of them. 
 
I am helping to transfer our finances to an electronic 
accounting system and I will take on some of the day to day 
finances such as paying bills/invoices. One of my initial jobs 
with this project will be to back date entries onto the new 
system for this year so that will occupy quite a lot of my time 
for the next few weeks! 
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I have set up Twitter and Instagram accounts to complement 
our Facebook presence on Social Media platforms and am 
responsible for putting out content, alongside Ben and Rhoda, 
to keep up a positive presence of our Church. I also have 
access to the Web site and our web page on the Church of 
England’s web site “A Church Near You”, so I can support 
Brian in updating them as information or events happen. 
It has been lovely to share weekly morning prayer via Zoom 
on a Tuesday, to pray together and to get to know people. 
 
I now have a contact number 07787980961. 
My working hours are: 
Monday 9am-12, Tuesday 9am-12 and Wednesday 9am-1pm.   
 
 

 

Walsingham News 
From Richard Peet 
 
Goodbye….to Fr. Andreas Wenzel who has given his last 
Mass as Shrine Priest before his move to St. Stephen’s 
House, Oxford, where he will take up his post of Vice-Principal 
& Director of Pastoral Studies. He will be responsible for the 
formation of future priests. He has spent the last three and a 
half years at Walsingham and in recognition of his outstanding 
service to the Shrine, the Guardians unanimously agreed that 
he be made a member of the Order of Our Lady of 
Walsingham.  
 
Welcome….to Fr. Ben Bradshaw as Shrine Priest.  He arrived 
with his family from the Isle of Man.  He studied theology at 
the University of Sheffield and trained for priesthood at the 
College of the Resurrection, Mirfield.  After ordination he 
served at St. Matthew’s, Little Lever in the Diocese of 
Manchester.  He is currently studying for a Masters’ degree in 
African Christianity, is a keen footballer and supports Bolton 
Wanderers. 
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The Shrine Gardener, Steve Eley, has retired after sixteen 
years’ service and been replaced by Emilie Vince. 
 
A new Accounts Assistant, Chloe Fisher, has joined the 
finance team and Walsingham has a new chef, Adam Jarvis.  
The meals have always been extremely tasty in the Refectory.  
On our visit next year we can look out for any changes! 
 
Barsham Brewery in partnership with the Shrine launched 
‘Pilgrim’s Pale Ale’ at The Norton Café in February. 
 
The Bishop of Norwich, the Rt. Revd. Graham Usher, 
embarked on a three-day walking pilgrimage from Norwich 
Cathedral to the Shine in July to pray for those affected by 
Covid-19. 
 
After receiving generous donations to the maintenance 
programme, repairs to the Shrine Church Tower have been 
made.  Damaged brickwork has been repaired and repointed, 
windows restored and the St. Gabriel weathervane which had 
suffered damage has been repaired and re-gilded.  
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Honey—Fundraising 
 

Revd Rhoda is offering 1lb jars of 
soft-honey to raise funds for 
church.  
Donations of £4 per jar. 
Twenty jars available. 

Contact details on the back 
cover. 
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Bible Readings and Collects 
 
 
Sunday 6 September 2020 Trinity 13 
 
Exodus 12.1–14; Romans 13.8–end; Psalm 149; 
Matthew 18.15–20. 
 
Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness that 
you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: help us to 
proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it may 
be drawn to you; through him who was lifted up on the cross, 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 
(or) 
Almighty God, you search us and know us: may we rely on 
you in strength and rest on you in weakness, now and in all 
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
Sunday 13 September 2020 Trinity 14 
 
Exodus 14.19–end; Romans 14.1–12; Psalm 114; 
Matthew 18.21–35 
  
Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and 
living way into your presence: give us pure hearts and 
steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
(or) 
Merciful God, your Son came to save us and bore our sins on 
the cross: may we trust in your mercy and know your love, 
rejoicing in the righteousness that is ours through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
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Sunday 20 September 2020 Trinity 15 
 
Exodus 16.2–15; Philippians 1.21–end; Psalm 105.1–6,37–
end 
Matthew 20.1–16. 
 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your 
Church in the burning fire of your love: grant that your people 
may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always 
abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith and active 
in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 
(or) 
Lord God, defend your Church from all false teaching and give 
to your people knowledge of your truth, that we may enjoy 
eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
Sunday 27 September 2020 Trinity 16 
 
Exodus 17.1–7; Philippians 2.1–13; Psalm 78.1–4,12–16 
Matthew 21.23–32 
 
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your 
people who call upon you; and grant that they may both 
perceive and know what things they ought to do, and also may 
have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
(or) 
Lord of creation, whose glory is around and within us: 
open our eyes to your wonders, that we may serve you with 
reverence and know your peace at our lives’ end, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Please see the inside cover, page 2, for details of the church 

opening for private prayer and public worship. 

  

Sunday 6 September Trinity 13    10am Mass  

Sunday 13 September Trinity 14    10am Mass 

Sunday 20 September Trinity 15    10am Mass  

Sunday 27 September Trinity 16    10am Mass 

 

Sunday 20th September The APCM Church Annual Meeting 

To be held in Church after the morning service 

Items for the September Magazine, to the editors by Sunday 

20 September 2020, please. 

Diary for September 2020 

Virtual events for September 2020 

Wed 2 Sept  Virtual Women’s Group 7pm 

Sat 5 Sept  Virtual Coffee morning 10am–12noon 

Tue 15 Sept  Virtual Quiz night 8pm–9:30pm 

Sat 19 Sept  Virtual Men’s brunch 10:30am 

Tuesdays in Sept Virtual Morning prayer 9:50am–10:50am 

No after-service coffee for Sundays in September 

These events will all be on Zoom, a video-conferencing platform. 

Zoom is free for you to participate in. You can join a Zoom meeting 

from a computer, a tablet, a smartphone, etc. and you can even join 

via a landline (when you can hear everyone, but not see them, and 

you may get charged a standard call rate). 

Please contact Revd Rhoda or Revd Ben (details on the back cover) 

if you’d like the invitation to any of these events. 
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From the Registers 

Churchyard  [burial or interment of ashes] 

29  July      George Alan Eyre 

4 August    Kathleen Hobson 

5 August    Brian Pettitt 

5 August    Wendy Margaret Halsall 

21 August    Ernest Mann 

24 August    Eileen Ada Lee 

27 August    Dorothy May Forrest 

28 August    Albert Hodgson 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Prayer from a Student  

 

Jesus, keep reminding me of the bigger picture  

over the next few weeks,  

Keep me in your hands when all other hands disappear,  

For I am convinced that neither entry requirements  

nor exam results, neither anticipation nor doubts,  

neither success nor failure, nor any expectations,  

neither last minute fears nor anxieties,  

nor anything else in life, will be able to separate  

us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Please, don’t let me forget it! Amen 
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Fundraising Events 

and ideas 
 

What hidden talents do you have? 

Are you good at playing a musical 

instrument, reciting poetry, dancing, 

telling jokes, doing a tribute act, making origami, solving the 

Rubik’s cube, making something? Could you get somebody to 

do a video clip of you (max 3 to 4 minutes) that we could use 

as part of a talent contest, which would be streamed online as 

a fundraising evening. Ben will be hosting the evening, so 

please contact him for details and advice on videoing (see 

back cover) 

Online Auction of Promises 

Bearing in mind current restrictions, what 

could you offer in an auction? Gardening, 

baking, car washing, dog walking, or some 

sort of experience, e.g. Rhoda is offering a 

beekeeping experience. Rhoda will be collating offers of 

talents so please get in touch with her (details on back cover) 

Online raffle. Rhoda is also investigating the possibility of 

an online raffle, more details to follow. 

 

Newbold Parish Church 

Fundraising Campaign 2020 is live online 

We have not been able to hold a summer fete or any of our 

other regular fundraising activities, so we are running a 

general fundraising campaign. There is a donation button on 

the church website.  
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Not Quite What it Seems! 

From Stuart Watkinson 

 

One of our popular hymns, to be found in many books, is 

really a message in disguise. 

It is Dear Lord and Father of Mankind and, in the UK, is set 

to a very “singable” tune REPTON, composed by Sir Hubert 

Parry, (1848-1919) the English composer who is probably 

better remembered for the stirring setting to JERUSALEM 

("And did those feet in ancient time . . . .") 

 

The hymn lines “Forgive our foolish ways”, “Re-clothe us in 

our rightful mind”, “In purer lives thy service find” can well 

apply to us all in many ways, but they weren't really meant for 

us! 

 

The words came from an American Quaker poem by John 

Greenleaf Whittier which was adapted for an 1884 book of 

congregational hymns. The poem was concerned with the 

brewing of a ritual drink called Soma which had hallucinogenic 

properties and by which the drinker might experience divinity. 

So the forgiveness of foolish ways, re-clothing of rightful 

minds and serving via purer lives have been translated into 

the moralistic message which we ask for when we sing the 

hymn! Perhaps not quite what we thought! 

 

Incidentally, Dear Lord and Father came second some years 

ago in a BBC Songs of Praise poll to find the UK's favourite 

hymn. 

 



32 | P a g e  
 

Stephen Toon Hearing Care 

Do you suffer from excessive ear wax? 
Have it removed in the comfort of your own home by a qualified 

Audiologist, using the latest equipment and techniques 
                         One Ear £40*                               Both Ears £60* 

*Home visits normally £20 extra.  Special offer for magazine readers 

 

Need Hearing Aids? 
I promise you will be delighted by; 

                How they look                                                How they feel 
                How well you hear                              How much they cost  
               For a free assessment or information call 01773 687060 

The best hearing aids, the best aftercare, and 
The best prices. 

Tel: 01773 687060    www.stephentoon.org 
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Medieval Church Graffiti                                                                                 

From Joan Butt 

 

It all started with an article in the Derbyshire Times in 2015. 

“Wanted: volunteers to join a Heritage Lottery Funded Project 

to discover the extent of medieval church graffiti in Derbyshire 

and Nottinghamshire. Training will be given.” I volunteered, 

and so began an interesting year exploring selected churches 

in North East Derbyshire. 

 

What is medieval church graffiti?   Graffiti is an Italian word 

describing writing or drawings etched or scratched onto a wall, 

and for the purpose of the project medieval covered the period 

from the Norman invasion of England up to approximately the 

end of the fifteenth century. So, churches built before 1500 

were selected, but the fabric of the church interior also had to 

be considered. Many old churches have been restored or 

remodelled over the centuries, especially in Victorian times. 

Early plaster has often been stripped from inside walls and 

worn stonework replaced, removing all possible traces of 

medieval graffiti. So, churches built before 1500 with little or 

no restoration offer the best conditions for exploration.  

 

What were we looking for?   Practically anything can be found 

carved on to the church fabric but, in reality, certain types of 

symbols tend to recur throughout the country. The exact 

meaning of the symbols can be difficult to interpret because 

no written explanation of their significance has come down 

from medieval times. 
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Cross shape. A cross shape on a 

pillar or inside wall would probably 

have been carved as an act of 

Christian devotion, but sometimes, 

cross shapes are found in clusters 

in church porches, where in 

medieval times weddings were 

solemnised and legal documents 

signed. Crosses scratched on the 

wall here could record a marriage or 

legal agreement in an age when most of the local population 

would be unable to write but could make their mark. 

 

Compass drawn symbol. This is one of the most common 

symbols found in churches and can vary from a simple circle 

through to an intricate daisy wheel pattern. The symbol is 

thought to be a ritual protection mark to ward off evil spirits. It 

can be carved on the baptismal font or close to the altar, but is 

also found on doorposts and near windows because it was 

widely believed that evil spirits bringing misfortune or disease 

entered the church through the main door or windows. 

However, because the demons were curious and were 

attracted to the lines in the circle, they would get trapped in 

the shape for ever and the congregation would be safe. This 

symbol was still in use as a protection mark in post-medieval 

times and in secular buildings as well as churches. Good 

examples can be seen next to windows in the Riding School 

at Bolsover Castle. 

 

M or VV mark. Another often-used protection mark is the 

double VV, sometimes inverted as M. This is thought to be a 

religious symbol calling on the protection of the Virgin Mary 

and could represent the initial letters of ‘Virgo Virginum’ – 

Virgin of Virgins. Churches can have many examples of this 
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symbol carved on early tombstones and pillars. Examples can 

be found in the Parish Church of John the Baptist at Staveley 

and in the Crooked Spire.  

 

Ships.  Ships can be found carved on the walls of churches 

near the coast or close to rivers, possibly offering up a prayer 

for a safe sea journey or return home for loved ones. There 

are many examples of ship carvings in Norfolk churches and 

also one in Southwell Minster. 

 

Many other symbols feature on the walls of medieval 

churches. Hands, arms, legs and other body parts possibly 

signify prayers following a birth deformity or an accident or as 

thanksgiving for a return to good health, while coats of arms 

and heraldic shields may refer to a local landowner or church 

patron. Sometimes these heraldic symbols have been defaced 

over time possibly indicating a person’s fall from favour. 

However, ritual protection marks tended never to be defaced 

in case they brought the wrath of God upon the congregation!  

 

Mason’s marks. A stone mason would etch each stone block 

that he carved with a personal symbol before it was used in 

the construction of a church, so he could be paid for the work 

he had done. Mason’s marks are found on the walls and 

pillars of churches, and sometimes the progress of a mason 

around a district can be followed by identifying his symbol 

etched into the fabric of different churches. Mason’s marks 

can be found in St Mary’s Church, Sutton Scarsdale and St 

John the Baptist Church, Ault Hucknall. Although not strictly 

graffiti, because mason’s marks are frequently found carved 

into the church fabric they were recorded as part of our funded 

survey.  
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Finally, ....in spite of more studies and raised awareness of 

the existence of medieval church graffiti, patience and 

persistence are needed to actually find it. If you feel you would 

like to try, please remember to always get permission from the 

Incumbent first! 

 

  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Thank You 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, flowers and messages of 

sympathy received following the recent sad loss of my mother 

and a brother.  Your gestures have been a great comfort and 

support to me at this difficult time and are much appreciated. 

Trish Law 
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Granola Recipe 

From Sue Wheeler 

 

Ingredients 

170g (6oz) whole rolled Oats 

85g (3oz) chopped raw nuts 

(hazel nuts, pecan nuts and 

walnuts) 

40g (1½oz) raw seeds (pumpkin 

and sunflower seeds) 

50g (1¾oz) chopped dried fruit (raisins and cranberries or 

pineapple) 

60ml (2tbsp) Maple Syrup or Honey (maybe some of Rhoda’s 

Honey!!) 

30ml (1tbsp) virgin coconut oil 

 

Pre-heat oven to 180°C (160°C Fan)/300°F/Gas Mk4) 

Gently melt the coconut oil and syrup in a non-stick pan being 

careful not to boil 

Combine all the dry ingredients well with the melted mixture 

Spread over a shallow baking tray (20cm x 30cm/8” x 12”) 

lined with greaseproof paper and gently press down 

Bake for 10mins 

Cool and store in an airtight container for up to two weeks. 

The contents in the brackets are what I use but can be 

adjusted to your favourites! 

 

Do please send us your recipes for future editions.  
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Leisure 
From Hilary Barnes 
 
At a recent Pastoral Group “Zoom” meeting, Wendy Drake 
referred to the poem “Leisure” by W.H. Davies. Memories 
came flooding back for me of a time 50 years ago, when I had 
the exercise as part of my A – level studies, to set this poem 
to music. It was one of my mother’s favourite poems, so I set 
about the task with great enthusiasm. I thought that perhaps 
now would be a good time to revisit it and update it for current 
times. 
 
 
What is this life, if full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare. 
 
No time to stand beneath the boughs 
And stare as long as sheep or cows. 
 
No time to see, when woods we pass, 
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass. 
 
No time to see, in broad daylight, 
Streams full of stars, like skies at night. 
 
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance, 
And watch her feet, how they can dance. 
 
No time to wait till her mouth can 
Enrich that smile her eyes began. 
 
A poor life this if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare. 

W.H.Davies 
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What is this life, if full of care, 
We have more time to stand and stare. 
 
More time to dig, to prune and mow; 
To water seeds and watch them grow. 
 
More time to cook, bake cakes and eat, 
The waist expands – can’t see my feet. 
 
More time to watch T.V. and read, 
“No more repeats!” I hear you plead. 
 
More time at home to “Zoom” with friends, 
Show off our new “background” trends. 
 
More time to do the things we ought; 
The tiresome tasks we need to sort. 
 
A poor life this, for those in Care, 
Who miss the touch of those not there.  

W.H.Barnes 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-  



40 | P a g e  
 

The Quiz for this month has been sent in by 

Richard Peet 

 

1      Who started fundraising with the aim of raising £1000 by 

his  100th birthday? (FULL TITLE.) 

2      What are the five sense organs of the human body? 

3       Which long running British soap first broadcast in the 

1990’s is set in the fictional suburb of Chester? 

4       Which South Yorkshire football club is nicknamed the 

Blades? 

5       On which Caribbean Island was Bob Marley born? 

6       Which Anglo Saxon kingdom was ruled by Alfred the 

Great in the 9th century? 

7       How many rings are there on the Olympic Flag? 

8       Which British Island has the Roman name VECTIS? 

9       In which city in Georgia is the U S Masters tournament 

staged? 

10      Where do Lancashire Cricket club play their home 

games? 

11       Which U K national park is home to the town of 

Bakewell and the picturesque village of Ashford In the Water? 

12       Name the last Eurovision United Kingdom winner. 

13       Which former member of the Beatles received a 

knighthood in the 2018 New Year’s Honours list? 

14       What are made and repaired by a cobbler? 

15       Aintree racecourse is in which city? 

16       Carson is the name of the butler in which popular TV 

costume drama? 
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17      What time of the year do panto’s take place? 

18       Can you name the LAST 10 six letter words ending in 

GLE. 

19       What item, useful in the rain provided, the title of a hit 

single by Rihanna  

20        What colour is a giraffe’s tongue 

   

The answers to the quiz will appear in the next edition of the 

Evangelist. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Once again, Richard has been inspired with a poem 

From Richard Peet 

 

Last month we were able to join together, 

To worship God whatever the weather. 

Did your emotions come to the fore, 

Possibly in a way they had not done before? 

We are told that we are in a new norm, 

But how does this look in its new form? 

During this time we may have made some new friends, 

We hope and pray these friendships never end. 

Let us hope and pray we will always be able 

To come and be at our Lord’s table. 

God understands our needs and listens to our prayer, 

He will bless us each day in his loving tender care.    
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BIBLE SUDOKU 

First you answer the scripture-based questions to determine 

the numbers for each clue and place them in the squares 

mentioned. Then proceed as normal, placing numbers 1 to 9 

in each row, each column and each of nine 3 x 3 areas within 

the puzzle grid. 

 

For F5, B1, G8, D7 

What number plus 20 was the number of years Amaziah 

reigned as king of Judah?     (2 Chronicles 25:1) 

 

For H8, E5, A2 

How many sons did Judah have?   (1 Chronicles 2:3-4) 

 

For E4 

How many talents were given to the second man in Jesus’ 

parable of the talents?    (Matthew 25:14-30) 

 

For A8, C2, H3, E7, B6 

Which angel’s sounding resulted in the release of angels 

bound at the river Euphrates?     (Revelation 9:13-14) 

 

For E6, F1, C4 

How many Sabbath days did Paul reason with the Jews of 

Thessalonica?   (Acts 17:1-2) 

 

For I1, G7, H4 

In a vision of Ezekiel, how many faces did each of the wheels 

have?    (Ezekiel 10:13-14) 
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For C6, H9, A1, E8 

After God called Ezekiel, how many days did the prophet sit 

astonished?  (Ezekiel 3:15) 

 

For A3, I2, D4, H7 

Of the first 9 books of the New Testament, what is the number 

of the one that starts, “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 

will of God, and Timothy our brother? 

 

For H1, F2, G4 

How many children were born to Zacharias and Elizabeth? 

(Luke 1:13)  

 

From Fun Bible Sudoku, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc. Used by permission. 

 

 A B C D E F G H I 

1          
2          
3          

4          
5          
6          

7          
8          
9          
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New 24hr taxi service with friendly & 

helpful drivers 

 

Wheelchair service & 
Wedding cars 

 

Book your local taxi now and get a FREE 

GIFT from your driver 
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St Ovin, Monk of Lastingham 

Courtesy of Bishop Bill Godfrey 

 

St Ovin (or Owini) is the last Northern Saint in this series. 

When Chad was Abbott of Lastingham a man came to the 

monastery dressed in rough working clothes carrying an adze 

and an axe. His name was Owini [Ovin] and, despite his rough 

dress, he was obviously a man of bearing, with an interesting 

past. 

 

Owini has been born into an aristocratic family in East Anglia 

and entered royal service. He became governor of the royal 

household responsible to The Princess Ethelreda who, after 

the early death of her husband, wanted to become a nun, but 

instead was sent to be married to Egfrith of Northumbria (at 

the time only twelve years old). Owini was asked to travel 

north with the Princess. For her it was a time of great sadness 

for what lay ahead, and she confided to Owini that she wished 

to become a nun and they said the daily offices together.  

 

With the blessing of Bishop Wilfred, Princess Ethelreda did 

become a nun inspiring Owini also to give away all that he 

possessed, seek the religious life and become a monk. Owini 

changed into the clothes of a workman and made his way to 

Lastingham asking to be admitted as a labourer for Christ. He 

told Chad that he no longer wanted to deal with books or 

writing, that he already knew the Psalms and the daily offices 

and wanted to work with his hands tending the crops and 

vegetables of the monastery fields. 

Overjoyed to have such a sincere, dedicated man in the 

community, always willing to help where hard work had to be 

done, Owini very soon became one of Chad’s dearest 

companions.  
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When Chad became a bishop and sent to take the Gospel to 

the west Mercians, Owini went with him, to places like Repton 

and Lichfield in the West Midlands. Chad and his companions, 

Owini among them, established the Christian Faith there.  

The Cathedral Church in Lichfield today is dedicated to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Chad. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Newbold Women’s Group 
From Trish Law 
 
It seems a long time since our Annual General Meeting on 4th 
March, after which our lives changed significantly because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and of course this situation continues 
to prevent us being together and holding a normal meeting. 
As we are still unable to follow our planned programme, we 
are hoping to conduct a Zoom meeting on Wednesday, 2nd 
September at 7pm, which would have been the date of the 
next meeting.  Further details and the link will be available 
nearer the date, but we look forward to seeing or hearing as 
many members as possible and catching up after our long 
break. 
Please contact me if you have any queries. 

Trish Law  (Committee Member) Tel: 450407 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Change of contact details for Heather Peet 
 

With immediate effect Heathers new mobile phone number is 
0780 777 6061 
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GIVING DURING A CRISIS 
From Revd Ben 

  

How do we give financially to church during ‘lockdown’?   
 
Obviously, we cannot give to the church via the collection 
envelopes, on to the plate during services or into the wall 
boxes at the moment. 
  
Therefore, if you would like to continue to support Newbold  
Parish Church financially, please send cheques payable to  
‘Newbold PCC income account’ to: 
  
Newbold PCC, ℅ The Rectory,  
Littlemoor, Chesterfield. S41 8QN  
 
Or, you can donate via direct transfer :  
‘Newbold PCC income account’  
HSBC Bank plc  
Sort Code: 40-17-15  
Account No: 61331795 (mark it ‘donation’) 
   
If you have previously filled out a gift aid form this will still 
count. If you need a gift aid form do let us know. 
   
Standing order. Once again, a huge thank you to those of 
you who give regularly via standing order. This is the best way 
for us to keep track of our finances. If you don’t give this way, 
and would like to, please contact us and we can send you a 
form. 
   
Finally, if you are struggling financially at the moment, do feel 
free to lower your giving. We don’t want anyone to feel 
pressure to give at this difficult time.  
  
Every blessing   
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St John the Evangelist Church, on St John’s Road, is the Church of England 
Parish Church of Newbold with Dunston, in the North East Derbyshire Deanery, 
Archdeaconry of Chesterfield, Diocese of Derby and the Province of Canterbury. 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY     email: info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk  
                                           www.facebook.com/newboldparishchurch 
 
Rector                                 The Revd. Ben Griffiths                        01246 450374 

Please note:           The Rector is unavailable on Thursdays  
                                      
Assistant Curate Revd. Rhoda Blackwell 07838 316610 
 
Lay Reader 

 
Chris Barnes 

  
07753835687 
 

Church Wardens                                              Richard Peet  07967 564302 
 Lesley Howard 07712 921585 
Verger Stephen Franks 01246 557059 
P.C.C. Secretary Adrian Blanksby 01246 453648  
Organist & Choir Stuart Watkinson 01246 278862 
Church Administrator Sue Wheeler - Mo Tu Wed am 07787 980961 
Child Protection Julie Franks 01246 557059 
Adult Protection Ena Johnson 01246 451426 
   
Magazine Editors                   Ena Johnson                                         01246 451426 
 
Magazine Distribution 

Evelyn Lowe 
Margaret Beasley 
 

01246 206458 
01246 453787 

Church School Head      Kerry Marsh  01246 232370 
     Business Manager Joanne Brown 

 
01246 232370 

Women’s Group              Trish Law 01246 450407 
Men’s Group Chris Burrows 07843 780880 
Monday Club Margaret Beasley 01246 453787 
Craft Group   
   
Eagle Club Secretary 

Christine Wieloch 
 
Angela Thompson 

01246 274861 
 
01246 451141 

Pre-school  Hope Seedhouse 01246 451141  
Parent & Toddler Hope Seedhouse 01246 451141 

 
Group Scout Master Roy Bagnall 07854414302 
Parish Room (hire) Evelyn Lowe                                 01246 206458 

 
For Baptism and Marriage arrangements   

please contact our Rector, Ben, directly via email: 
revbengriffiths@gmail.com or phone 01246 450374  

mailto:revbengriffiths@gmail.com

