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*Stop press* Opening for Sunday Worship. 
Following the announcement from the Prime Minister on 

23rd June that places of worship have permission to hold 

public services from 4th July, we will be reviewing the 

government guidance, house of bishops guidance and the 

diocesan guidance (none of which has been published yet) 

and planning how we might do this safely and properly in 

the future. 
 

In the meantime, we will be. . . 

Opening for private prayer 
 

From Saturday 27th June, Newbold Parish Church will be 

open for private prayer two days a week: 
 

Saturdays 4pm – 6pm General admission 
  

Wednesdays 10am – 12pm Those aged 70+ only 
 

Those shielding, or displaying any Covid-19 symptoms, 

should not attend. Following government advice, and 

advice of the house of Bishops, the church has been 

reorganised to ensure that 2m distancing is in operation 

throughout the building. There is a one-way system in 

place: Entrance via the main doors on St John’s Road, Exit 

via the West door. The toilet will not be in use.  

The sessions will be supervised, and cleaning will take 

place before, after and occasionally during each session.  

Hand sanitiser will be compulsory on entry and exit.  
 

Please help us by following the instruction given.  
 

 

Many thanks 

Revd Ben Griffiths, Rector, Newbold Parish Church  
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From the Rector 
Revd Ben 

 
Dear all, 

 

This month has seen a lot of preparations for opening church for 

private prayer. Although the government initially gave out the dates 

of the 15th June, which the Prime Minister then brought forward to 

13th June, unfortunately this didn’t give us enough time to open for 

the 13th or 15th, especially as the government advice didn’t come 

out until 12th June! 

 

However, the building is now ready and will be open for private 

prayer on Saturday 27th June 4pm–6pm (general admission) and 

on Wednesday 1st July 10am–12pm (limited to those aged 70+). 

Those shielding, or displaying any Covid-19 symptoms, should not 

attend.  

 

The main things to remember when coming for private prayer are:  

 

• Stay 2 metres away from others 

• Use the hand sanitiser on entry and exit 

• Select a designated chair for individual use or one row for a 

household.  

• Follow the one-way system  
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Navigating lockdown has been, and continues to be, a challenge. 

However, there are lots of things to be thankful for, as well as the 

things that frustrate.  

 

Zoom (video conferencing on computers, phones etc.) seems to 

have come into its own, with Morning prayer every Tuesday, Men’s 

group, quiz night, pastoral group and Sunday chat all proving 

popular. We have also had a good response to our videos on 

YouTube and Facebook, our pastoral phone service, the 

magazine, DVDs and printed resources.  

 

Bishop Libby encouraged me to take some time to reflect on the 

things that are going well, the things we miss and the things we 

might be able to reintroduce moving forward. Although she was 

also keen to stress that ‘regular’ Sunday worship was likely to be a 

long way off. 

 

One of the things that is most frustrating is missing out on the 

events and opportunities to be together which mark our church 

year. I found Holy Week and Easter particularly difficult during 

lockdown. This month we would usually have our Church Summer 

Fete on the Rectory lawn, with hundreds of people enjoying an 

afternoon of fun, food and fundraising. Sadly, this cannot happen 

this year. However, we are keen to keep the fun and fundraising 

alive!!  
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With this in mind, we would like to invite people to think of things 

they could do to support the church during this difficult time. Of 

course, the easy option is to donate to church funds (details in the 

back of the magazine), but perhaps we could also think of more 

‘fun ways to fundraise’!  

 

For example, I hope to do a sponsored drum later in the month, 

you might want to do a sponsored walk/cycle/dance… maybe you 

could create some craft items or art that could be posted once a 

donation has been made, there might be things you could sell on 

eBay and send a donation to church… there are many possibilities.  

Do be in touch with ideas to help us put the fun in fundraising and 

to keep the momentum going.  

 

Finally, can I ask you to keep myself, Rhoda and all those involved 

in planning and organising church activities, in your prayers at this 

time. The roller-coaster that this virus has created is difficult to ride!  

 

A final thought to ponder: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm regards    

   

Ben 

“He does not ask much of us, merely a thought of Him from 

time to time, a little act of adoration, sometimes to ask for 

His grace, sometimes to offer Him your sufferings, at other 

times to thank Him for the graces, past and present, He has 

bestowed on you, in the midst of your troubles to take solace 

in Him as often as you can. Lift up your heart to Him during 

your meals and in company; the least little remembrance will 

always be the most pleasing to Him. One need not cry out 

very loudly; He is nearer to us than we think.”  

- Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God 
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Introduction to our new Church Administrator 

Sue Wheeler 

 
By the time you read this I will 

have started as the Newbold 

Parish Church Administrator, 

a role I am very excited about 

and I am pleased to have this 

opportunity to introduce myself.  

I have lived in the Parish for 

over 30 years with my husband 

Tim. We have two grown up 

boys Sam, who lives in Reading, 

and Josh, who lives in 

Chesterfield with his wife Hannah and their two lovely boys 

Rowan and River. 

I work as a School Nurse and Newbold Church of England 

school was one of my schools for 10 years, so I know the area 

we serve here at St John’s very well. I am very part time now, 

just covering as needed.  

I also do a few hours voluntary work as a Lay Chaplain for 

Derby University on the Chesterfield Campus at St Helena’s, 

which is almost entirely made up of Nursing and Health Care 

students and it is a privilege to support the next generation of 

Nurses in this way. 

I love walking and particularly walking as a pilgrimage and I 

have completed several long-distance walks. 

I worship at St Thomas’ Brampton where I play and sing in the 

band and I facilitate a “Small Group”.  

I love being with people and, like most, I am really missing 

that face to face contact in this time of physical separation. 

Indeed, it will be a strange world in which to be starting a new 
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role as I am keen to meet everyone. Although I attend St 

Thomas’, I do plan to attend some services and coffee 

mornings to build relationships here at St John’s, once we are 

able to meet up face to face again. 

I am really looking forward to working with Ben, Rhoda and 

the team here at Newbold Parish Church and supporting them 

and the work of the Church in this parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO ADVERTISE in 

The Evangelist 

January to December will cost 
 

£30 for ¼ page  

£55 for ½ page 

£100 for full page 
 

If advertising with us after 

January, the price will 

decrease accordingly. 

Contact Evelyn Lowe 

Tel: 206458 
 

When using the businesses 

advertised in this issue, please 

mention that you saw the 

advert in The Evangelist. 

“And God is able to provide you with every 

blessing in abundance, so that you may always 

have enough of everything and may provide in 

abundance for every good work.” 

2 Corinthians 9: 8  
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Time —and eternity 
Steph Parkes 

 
St Benedict was the father of Western monasticism. He 

established a pattern of work and worship in which the day 

was marked out by regular sacred prayerful moments in which 

the monks turned Godward and were ‘yoked to Christ’. He 

devised a day that was intersected by seven Offices or 

services and each had a distinct character which helped them 

to reverence the gifts of time and creation. The seven offices 

were Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers and 

Compline. 

Early monastic communities’ days began in darkness at 

Lauds, before the light of dawn broke through to reach its 

peak at noon and finally to fade again into darkness, marking 

the gift and ‘little death’ of each passing day in the office of 

Compline. 

In recognising and referencing the passing hours of the day 

they nurtured their relationship with God, knowing he was 

present in each sacred moment as they crossed the land 

scape of their ordinary everyday life- a bit of eternity 

intersecting time. 

After the Reformation, Cranmer combined these offices into 

Mattins and Evensong, now called Morning and Evening 

Prayer and Compline or Night Prayer has found its way back 

into the Anglican liturgical offices. 

Is there something we can usefully learn from this monastic 

pattern of prayer, especially in this slow time of semi- 

permanent lockdown? 
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In our contemporary lifestyles, whether over busy or not, it is 

easy to compartmentalise prayer from the rest of our daily 

lives. Stopping briefly to pray at natural pauses of our routine 

gives a way to mark the sacredness of each hour. Think of it 

as opening a door and crossing the threshold briefly into 

another room / space, an eternal space, where we meet with 

God. 

Reflect on the basic rhythm of your days. Do you have any 

‘landmarks’ to help you mark out that rhythm?  

For example–on waking in the morning you could give thanks 

for a new day full of possibilities and plans; a break for a cup 

of coffee mid-morning could provide a pause to remember 

family or friends or anything on your mind or is happening in 

the world right now–bring it before the Lord. At midday, or 

thereabouts, we stop for a meal–if saying grace has not been 

your habit, maybe this is the point to be thankful for all God’s 

gifts to us and to remember those who are in need. A cup of 

tea in the afternoon gives us a chance to pause commend the 

day to God. Teatime or supper time brings the working day to 

a close. Some of us may be travelling on the way home and 

want to think about all the busyness we’ve been involved in. 

It’s a time to quietly bring together with gratitude and embrace 

the joys, regrets, and unmet challenges of the day. 

Finally at bedtime, before sleep, we take the time to review 

our day–where we felt connection with work and people as 

well as perhaps some inappropriate responses we may have 

made to someone. Before finally turning out the light and 

going into the darkness we learn surrender–there is nothing to 

fear as we entrust ourselves into Gods loving hands.  

We might say ‘into your hands I commend my spirit, and all 

whom I love, this night. Amen’ 
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COVID-19 DIARIES  
 

COVID dictionary   

From Hilary Barnes 

 

AD    - Anno Domicile 

Armageddon  - Panic buying at Sainsbury’s. 

BC    - Before Cummings went to Barnard 

       Castle 

Barny Castle  - Durham dialect for a pack of lies, 

     especially told to test the eyes. 

Corona   - Fizzy pop 

Home Schooling - What on earth is mathematical 

     decomposition? 

Lockdown  - Opposite of Lockup, but feels the  

     same. 

New Normal  - Old Normal with longer hair. 

PPE    - Politicians Promise Excuses 

R    - Aaargh 

Social Distancing - Still no toilet rolls at Sainsbury’s. 

Stay alert   - Do another jigsaw, preferably 

     one with lots of houses on it. 

Save lives  - Turn to Christ. 
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“. . . leaving only frames from a disaster 

movie” 

A Reflection on the initial impact of COVID-19 by Aaron 

Griffiths 

 

Not long ago I had been sitting in my room, procrastinating on 

the internet, and I had been hearing about how the year 2020 

was cursed. There were wildfires in Australia, people were 

scared that World War Three had been incited, and now I had 

heard a story about a virus that was spreading in China. To 

me this was just another news story that was going to get its 

fair share of time on the internet, alongside the previous 

issues. But it crept into everyday life more and more.  

Suddenly shops were emptied of their shelves, leaving only 

frames from a disaster movie. I remember, before the 

lockdown started, people were bulk buying at a Morrisons, 

and hearing that the only topic of conversation was the 

outbreak. The change was surreal. Suddenly the whole world 

was in the same position. Everything planned for the next six 

months had been rewritten. School ended, almost too 

suddenly for the last day to have emotional impact, especially 

with the more pressing anxiety over the grades we would get 

for our unfinished A-Levels.  

I like to think that I have adjusted well to the current way we 

need to live, partly because I am quite introverted by nature, 

so staying indoors is OK for me, but I still need reminding to 

go outside once in a while.  

I have been cooking and baking elaborate meals and working 

on mine and my brother’s musical projects ever since the 

lockdown started. My family has also–thankfully–been making 
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an effort to eat together at least once a day, and just to talk to 

each other and comfort each other during this unfathomable 

time. But despite this suiting me, the fact that I don't follow the 

news has been one of the things that has kept me sane–as I 

don't have to hear about all of the continuing problems we are 

having with the virus.  

My main hope is that we are all able to overcome this virus by 

staying safe and being smart.   

----------------------------------------- 

Creative projects and cooking 

Noah Griffiths reflects on keeping occupied during 

COVID-19 restrictions 

Back in March, lockdown and social distancing measures 

came as a big surprise to all of us. It especially came as a 

surprise to some of us at college, who had been constantly 

reassured that we wouldn’t have to close due to COVID-19. 

Nonetheless, we had somewhat prepared for a situation like 

this, as more schools and places of education were closing. 

It took me quite a lot of getting used to, but once I had settled 

down into the new ‘normal’ as much as I could, I started to 

make some changes 

by giving myself things 

to do. Setting goals for 

myself has been a key 

part in coping with our 

current situation, with 

most of them involving 

art and music. 

Although it is 

sometimes difficult to 
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be creative in such an isolated space, I think it can be a real 

lifesaver.  

Since the start of this, I have managed to keep myself busy 

almost all of the time. Most days I will find myself working hard 

on personal projects. If I’m not doing this, or I’ve decided to 

take a break from it, I will most likely be baking cookies, 

biscuits and cakes in our kitchen.  

----------------------------------------------- 

Rectory Life in Lockdown – it continues “but in a 

completely different way” 

Clare Griffiths shares the impact of COVID-19 on her 

and home life 

It was quite a surprise when talk about lockdown first began. I 

thought, ‘it can’t be that bad surely?’ However, decisions were 

made and I saw first my children’s school/college close, the 

agencies where I do voluntary work switched from face to face 

to telephone counselling and eventually my place of work 

closed the office.  

I have been able to continue to work from home, thankfully, 

due to modern technology. I have continued to ‘attend’ college 

using Zoom every week and I have even managed to continue 

with my voluntary work on the telephone. So, everything has 

continued, but in a completely different way. 

It’s very possible that I contracted the virus not long after 

lockdown despite taking all the precautions that I could. I have 

had no tests as I was thankfully not ill enough to require 

hospital treatment. The two weeks that I had symptoms and 

the death of my college tutor from the virus made it all very 

real to me, very quickly. I don’t think I have ever felt so ill, or 
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so very scared. But I was well looked after by Ben and the 

boys and the cats never left my side while I quarantined 

myself in the spare room.  

There have been many positives 

over lockdown. We see more of 

each other at home, more family 

meals together, watching films 

together, time sat outside in the 

sunshine with a BBQ.  

Aaron has been trying new recipes 

which has expanded my desire to try 

new recipes too. Currently I am 

rocking the homemade Butter 

Chicken or the Thai Red Curry (both from scratch). Noah has 

been baking lots of wonderful treats. This has led to more 

expansion but let’s not talk about that! I have also added to 

my repertoire hairdressing, film editing and wandering around 

church with a two-metre stick whilst helping to prepare the 

church for opening for private prayer. 

As the restrictions have 

begun to ease, I am still 

cautious about the possible 

return to normal.  

I was glad that our overseas 

holiday was cancelled, and I 

am happy to continue working 

from home. I do miss seeing 

friends and family though and 

can’t wait to visit my parents 

soon and other family.   
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Surprise lockdown Birthday 

June Shaw recounts birthday celebrations during the 

COVID-19 crisis 

 

It was my birthday on 6th June, with nothing much planned 

owing to the coronavirus, however, our daughter down in 

Warwick had other ideas.   

On looking out of our kitchen window about lunchtime, I saw 

Jackie, Paul, grand-daughter Laura and Tess, the border 

collie, in their campervan, parked across the drive. They had 

stopped at the end of the road and decorated the campervan 

with birthday banners and balloons. John and I sat at the 

correct social distance with the garage door up and we had a 

lovely party, in spite of it being without hugs, but complete with 

birthday cake and a mini BBQ cooked in the campervan. We 

usually go down to Warwick for birthdays and Paul does an 

excellent BBQ. 

Our other grand-daughter in Warwick, Josie and Chris are 

expecting their first baby in September, so they stayed home 

and on Skype managed to show us the house they are 

moving into shortly that we haven’t managed to see first-hand.  

We later chatted on Skype to Jenny and Geoff and grand-son 

Dan in Switzerland and grand-daughters Amy and Sophie in 

Edinburgh and all did a pub quiz, so altogether a lovely day. 

John and I are hoping to celebrate our Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary on 23rd July (a lot of happy water-under-the-

bridge since I asked him for a dance at the Victoria Ballroom 

in Chesterfield!). We are hoping the whole family can come 

together for a weekend in the Cotswolds but that rather 

depends on a certain virus so the celebration may have to be 

a little later. We’ll keep our fingers crossed and hope for the 

best.  
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A quick and easy face covering 

From Christine Wieloch   

 

Get two pieces of fabric 8 by 6 ½”.  Cotton is best as you can 

breathe through it easily.  Have them both facing right sides 

out. 

Depending on your machine overlock, overedge or zig zag 

along the 8” sides. 

Mark down both sides from the top at the following intervals 

1”, 2”, 2½”, 3½”, 4”, 5” and 5½”.  There should now be an inch 

left at the bottom. 

From the top fold the top line of each 1” gap on to its bottom 

line. (Ignore the top and bottom 1” spaces.) 

Pin these in place at each edge and then use your chosen 

stitch to stitch along the sides.   

Finally, you need to attach the elastic to the back.  We found 

that about 7” looped comfortably behind your ears.  Obviously 

if you want the elastic to go around your head you will need 

more. 

If you want to see a similar face covering being made go to 

your computer, find You Tube and put in Patrick Grant -face 

covering.   
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A message from Richard Peet 

I am so proud to be a member of the congregation of Newbold 

Parish Church in ‘normal times’ and having the privilege of 

being one of your churchwardens alongside Lesley. 

We are living in difficult and strange times where many people 

have been in isolation and in some cases struggling from day 

to day. 

I have always thought at church we are in many ways an 

extension of our own families and friends, but I believe we will 

have become stronger as a family and our relationships with 

each other will have grown. 

I hope we will have made some new friends as a result of the 

emergency pastoral group. 

Some of us have been ringing members of our congregation 

who we have had either little or no contact previously. 

The magazine has grown from strength to strength, where 

many people are giving our ‘Evangelist’ editors Ena and 

Evelyn, a wonderful assortment of articles which have 

enriched our magazine. 

The magazine and the prayer booklets are a lifeline to many 

of our congregation who do not have the use of technology, 

and this is helping to keep them connected to the church that 

we all love to worship in. 

So, I hope we have all found that our church has been able to 

keep connected with us in a variety of ways. 

We look forward to the day when we are able to worship 

together, even though the way we meet will be different for a 

while, but we will be together again. 

Let us pray for our church, our congregation, and the 

community of Newbold. 
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Church School News 

From Joanne Brown, 

Business manager. 

 

Since the school closed on 

Friday 20th March, the way 

education is being provided 

has changed drastically. Our 

children are learning via two 

different methods: on site schooling and distance learning. 

Onsite schooling has been provided for children of key 

workers and also vulnerable children; the eligible children 

made up a group of around 20. Of these 20 children, there 

were between 4 and 10 attending each day and to supervise 

them there was 1 teacher and 2-3 teaching assistants. 

We opened our school doors in the second week of the Easter 

holidays to support Key Worker families, a total of 4 children 

attended each day. Following the Easter Break, we invited a 

few of our children with special needs who were struggling 

with home learning back into school. This increased our 

numbers up to around 15 children. In the Spring Bank Holiday, 

we again opened the school for 4 days to support our Key 

Worker families. 

As there was only a small proportion of children in school, 

distance learning had to be established so that all the children 

who are not in don’t lose out on their education. When the 

school received news of imminent closure, the decision was 

taken to provide paper-based learning packs for all the 

children in school. These packs included daily maths and 

English work as well as a range of different activities across a 

number of different foundation subjects. We have been 
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supporting our distance learning through our ‘School Jotter’ 

app, by adding daily updates and instructions from teachers. 

By the time the second lot of home packs were distributed, 

we’d established a ‘Must, Could, Might’ approach to work. 

This was based on comments from parents, and meant that 

they could complete as much or as little of the activities as 

they felt able to do.  

Teaching has also been moved to online access support from 

White Rose (specialising in maths) and Hamilton (specialising 

in English) allowing the children to further extend their 

knowledge by having access to learning videos and extra 

sources. However, this wasn’t compulsory - work could just be 

done via the paper packs alone. The foundation subjects were 

reduced to just one topic area per fortnight, with a greater 

creative focus. Over the lockdown period, school has 

continued to provide paper work packs which are collected at 

given times from the school hall, this way we can follow social 

distancing guidelines. The work and links have been 

published on the class pages of the school website, to ease 

accessibility for those who have access to laptops or PCs. 

In order to ensure the wellbeing of our children is at a good 

standard, weekly phone calls have been made from The 

Nurture Team lead to families who have a child who accesses 

the nurture provision. Nurture craft packs have also been 

distributed. In addition to this, the Family Resource Worker 

has also called homes where we feel children may be 

vulnerable to ensure all is well and to check if there is 

anything school can do for them. The coordinator for pupils 

with special educational needs or disabilities is undertaking 

weekly phone calls to children working at home who are in 

receipt of extra funding to support them in their learning. 

Weekly Head Teacher Newsletters have been distributed via 

School Jotter to update parents on anything which is changing 

within the school. Staff are also working endlessly to try and 
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respond to any questions or concerns via email within 24 

hours of the parent getting into contact.  

The school has worked with Derby Diocesan Academy Trust – 

with additional support from the Government official site – to 

provide free school meals vouchers to families in receipt of 

free school meals. For the first week of school closure, these 

came in the form of Tesco vouchers funded by the school and 

each family receives the monetary equivalent of a week’s 

worth of free school meals. Since then, vouchers have 

continued to be issued as a monthly payment paid for by the 

Government scheme.  

Alongside this, the school took the decision to fund food 

hampers for free school meals families in the Easter break. 

These were ordered through the school catering team and 

collected by 22 families on the last day of the spring term. As 

this was a success the school decided to fund another round 

of hampers over the Spring Bank holiday break, but this time 

to support to families whose finances have been affected as a 

result of the coronavirus lockdown, but who may not be in 

receipt of free school meals. As a result, 22 families benefited 

from this. 
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All school business meetings have continued during lockdown 

but have had to be carried out remotely using Zoom, this has 

proved both interesting and entertaining! 

Our staff worked together in April to produce a short online 

message home to pupils and families. This message was 

made to encourage children to stay at home, stay safe and 

stay positive but also to let our children know that we are 

thinking about them during these difficult times. This video can 

be found on YouTube by typing in ‘Newbold Church School’ or 

by following the link on our new Twitter page @NewboldCofE 

The school environment has certainly changed over the last 

12 weeks and with the re-opening of more classes in June 

things will have to change even more. Further updates of life 

in school will follow in the coming months.  
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Richard’s latest inspiration 

We have now been in lockdown for three months and more, 

At this time we don’t know what the future has in store. 

May we all try to look forward to the day 

When we can be together but in some different way, 

Have we all remembered to take our medicine and pills, 

Or maybe we have learnt some new gifts or skills? 

We can pray for each other while we are unable to meet, 

One day we will be able to sit in our seat, 

So please if you can give someone a ring, 

You may not realise what joy this could bring. 
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Zoom Coffee Morning   

Beryl Malcolm 

 

Thank you to Rhoda for arranging the Zoom Coffee Morning 

on Saturday 7th June from 10am until noon. Most of us had 

coffee and biscuits to hand, which we munched on as we 

chatted. It was quite a lively exchange at times and full of 

laughter. In all eleven of us joined in but not for the whole two 

hours. 

We covered such diverse topics as jigsaws (we all agreed that 

Ena’s was very difficult), toilet rolls (ask Stephanie), Barnard 

Castle, dear Donald, plants and flour. I do not make bread or 

cakes so I kept quiet when they were talking about the 

problems of getting bread flour. A parcel arrived for me and I 

opened it in front of everyone. It was four lovely sweet pea 

plants that I had ordered from Sarah Raven. They are now 

planted out. 

A serious discussion did take place. Rhoda wants to send out 

a survey about the church in lockdown. It was agreed that to 

make it fully inclusive it possibly had to be sent either by post, 

DVD, audio cassette, email or telephone contact. The two 

hours quickly passed and at noon Rhoda ended the meeting. 

Perhaps you could join us on July 4th.   
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A Derbyshire Blessing 

 

May you know the perpetual joy of a Derbyshire blessing: 

where life giving water rises up within 

and brings birth to celebration, community 

and all the colours of flower, field and forest 

to cover you in a mantle of thanksgiving. 

May limestone crag, gritstone moor and winding river 

mould and shape your heart in never ending fellowship 

with the Creator of heaven and earth. 

May the land of hill farms, market towns and deep dales 

hold you in a community of Divine love 

formed by an earthly humility 

of belonging to a beauty both beyond you and a part of you 

because it is treasured unending in your heart. 

May you be blessed by a Derbyshire blessing 

where you join the co-creativity of Christ, 

and affirm together that for which your brow has sweated 

and your spirit laboured is “not s' bad”, 

and in that humility be held always in this heavenly call 

which rests upon you and upon this tender, treasured, part of 

God's good earth. Amen 

 

This blessing was written for Bishop Libby by Bishop Eleanor 

(Diocese of Wellington, New Zealand), who was originally 

from Tideswell  
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Answers to the Pop Quiz in the June edition 

on page 31 

 

1  Number One     

2  Adam Faith    

3  Eleanor Rigby   

4  Eddy Arnold 

5  Sandie Shaw   

6  Rat Trap    

7  Kris Kristofferson   

8  Tiger Feet 

9  Paul McCartney     

10  Thin Lizzy      

11  Leo Sayer   

12  He A’int Heavy, he’s 

my Brother   

13  Depeche Mode   

14  Physical   

15  Survivor   

 

  



27 | P a g e  
 



28 | P a g e  
 

Bible Readings and Collects 

Sunday 5th July 2020 Fourth after Trinity 

Genesis 24.34-38,42-49,58-end; Romans 7.15-25a;  

Psalm 45.10-end; Matthew 11.16–19,25-end. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon 
us your mercy; that with you as our ruler and guide we may so 
pass through things temporal that we lose not our hold on 
things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

Gracious Father, by the obedience of Jesus you brought 
salvation to our wayward world: draw us into harmony with 
your will, that we may find all things restored in him, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Sunday 12th July 2020 Fifth after Trinity 

Genesis 25.19-end; Romans 8.1-11; Psalm 119.105-112 
Matthew 13.1-9,18-23 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body 
of the Church is governed and sanctified: hear our prayer 
which we offer for all your faithful people, that in their vocation 
and ministry they may serve you in holiness and truth to the 
glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your 
Spirit, and kindle in all who minister the gospel your countless 
gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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 Sunday 19th July 2020 Sixth after Trinity 

Genesis 28.10-19a; Romans 8.12-25; Psalm 139.1-11,23-24 

Matthew 13.24-30,36-43. 

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you such 
good things as pass our understanding: pour into our hearts 
such love toward you that we, loving you in all things and 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all 
that we can desire; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

Creator God, you made us all in your image: may we discern 
you in all that we see, and serve you in all that we do; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Sunday 26th July 2020 Seventh after Trinity 

Genesis 29.15-28; Romans 8.26-end; Psalm 105.1-11,45b 

Matthew 13.31-33,44-52 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good 
things: graft in our hearts the love of your name, increase in 
us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of your 
great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow: though 
our faith is small as mustard seed, make it grow to your glory 
and the flourishing of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
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Please see the inside cover, page 2, for details of the church 

opening for private prayer. 

  

Sunday 5th July The Fourth Sunday after Trinity (S1) 

  The Aumbry Light is sponsored by Annette Priestley 

Sunday 12th July The Fifth Sunday after Trinity (S2) 

  The Aumbry Light is sponsored by Adrian Blanksby 

Sunday 19th July The Sixth Sunday after Trinity (S3) 

 The Aumbry Light is sponsored by The Burrows Family 

Sunday 26th July The Seventh Sunday after Trinity (S4) 

 

Items for the August Magazine,                                                                             

to the editors by Sunday, 19th July 2020, please. 

DIARY FOR JULY 2020 

Virtual events for July 2020 

Sat 4th July      Virtual Coffee morning 10am to 12 noon 

Sat 18th July      Virtual Men’s group 10:30am to 12 noon 

Tues 21st July    Virtual Quiz night 8pm to 9.30pm 

Sundays in July  Virtual ‘After Service’ coffee 11am to noon 

Tuesday in July  Virtual Morning prayer 9:50am to 10:50am  

These events will all be on Zoom, a video-conferencing 

platform. Zoom is free for you to participate in. You can join a 

Zoom meeting from a computer, a tablet, a smartphone, etc. 

and you can even join via a landline (when you can hear 

everyone, but not see them, and you may get charged a 

standard call rate). 

Please contact Revd Rhoda or Revd Ben (details on the 

back cover) if you’d like the invitation to any of these 

events. 
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In Loving Memory 
 

Brian Bennett, RIP 

from Ann Bennett 

 

Brian was born in Chesterfield in 1945 as an only child. His 

parents moved to Ashover when he was a small child. When 

they moved back to Chesterfield, Brian attended Gilbert 

Heathcote School and later Newbold Green Secondary 

School. It was whilst there, that he first met Ann and they 

eventually became boyfriend and girlfriend. 

 

After leaving school they drifted apart for a short time but later 

got back together and subsequently married at St John’s 

Church Newbold on 18th March 1967. They lived in 

Stonegravels until Jeffrey was born in 1971 then moved to 

Newbold where they set up home. David was born in 1975. 

 

Brian loved nothing more than family holidays in Blackpool 

when the children were young. Bridlington was another of his 

favourite places and he had many happy times visiting other 

spots around Britain with friends. He only went abroad once, 

which was to Spain. Unfortunately, it was at the beginning of 

the Falklands War which proved to be eventful to say the 

least. 

 

Brian trained as an electrician at Parsons Chesterfield and 

later moved to Robinsons of Chesterfield where he spent 

several years. He made life-long friends during these years 

and had many happy times. Not to mention a few funny 

moments! His later working life was as a caretaker at Holly 

House Special School but sadly he had to retire early due to 
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being diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease. He loved his job 

there, as he loved the children who always greeted him with 

‘Hello Mr. Bennett’ or ‘Good morning Mr. Bennett’ and a great 

big hug!  He returned the greeting, no doubt, with one of his 

well-loved cheeky smiles; he had the biggest heart and a 

smile to match. 

 

He remained at the family home with Ann until last August 

when he had a serious stroke and had to spend time in 

hospital and later moved to a nursing home. 

 

All his life Brian was an extremely talented (if not extremely 

modest) model maker, artist and crafter. From an early age he 

constructed model railway layouts, boats, aircraft, clocks and 

many other things. He also shared an amazing talent along 

with Ann for flower arranging and between them they made 

some of the most beautiful arrangements. They had a mutual 

love and admiration for each other and supported one another 

in everything they did. 

 

He once built an aeroplane in the bedroom of the flat where 

he and Ann lived before the boys came along. Only to find 

once it was finished that it was too big to get out through the 

door. 

 

He had a real love of radio control cars which he then shared 

with Jeffrey and David and they soon became enthusiasts too. 

They went to race meetings near and far and had all sorts of 

fun. They very often used to relive the memories and share a 

laugh. We still believe that there were stories that even Ann 

never got to hear. And probably it’s a good job she didn’t. 
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He also built radio control model boats. One of which (a 

Destroyer) sank in Millhouses boating pool! There was more 

than one occasion when he ended up wading across 

Millhouses pool to retrieve his boat, much to everyone's 

amusement. He had the amazing ability to laugh at himself 

whilst being happy to allow others to laugh with him. That was 

one of his greatest attributes. He never took himself too 

seriously and could turn any situation into fun. He always had 

a smile and a way of making people smile with him. 

 

He was always a very hands-on Dad, even when it resulted in 

a severe arm injury when he fell off Jeffrey’s skateboard. He 

always got involved with any of the boy’s activities including 

being a DJ with Jeffrey and taking David to judo classes.  He 

even sat in the back of a mini they were welding to make sure 

the carpet didn’t catch fire.  This was a good plan until he fell 

asleep, only to wake up in a cloud of smoke - happy times.   

 

Because of his real love of steam trains, we arranged that on 

his 65th birthday he got to drive a real steam train at Darley 

Dale which he greatly enjoyed. When he retired, he achieved 

his ambition of building a 5-inch gauge diesel engine with the 

help of some of the members of The Model Engineers Society 

of Chesterfield. He quickly became well loved by the members 

and he got to ride his train around their track on several 

occasions until he became too ill to continue. 

 

Brian was a real trooper. He rarely complained about his 

illness and always tried to make the most of every situation. 

He didn’t ask for sympathy and always had a smile and a joke 

for everyone. 
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Brian was a true gentleman. He was liked by everyone who 

knew him. He had an incredible sense of humour and was not 

only liked but respected by all who met him. He touched the 

soul of everyone he met, leaving a mark that will never fade. 

He was one of those people you meet once in a lifetime and 

feel blessed to have done so. He will be greatly missed by his 

family, friends, neighbours, and colleagues. 

-------------------------------------- 

 

Barbara Lindley, RIP  

from Julie Franks 

 

I first met Mrs Lindley at Newbold Church School where she 

was my teacher in the first year of the juniors. She taught me 

decimalisation and both metric and non-metric measurements 

as it was a time of needing to know both. Mrs Lindley had a 

good throw with a piece of chalk, keeping everyone awake!   

 

As the only female junior teacher she taught needlework to 

the girls in the school. I still have the embroidered tray cloth 

and bookmark we made, and use the bookmark to this day. 

   

Once Mrs Lindley retired, I discovered a fun-loving Barbara 

who enjoyed a joke and was always positive. We were on The 

Littlemoor Charity committee and PCC together. If you sat 

next to Barbara it was difficult to keep a straight face as she 

made one of her many comments about proceedings, just 

quiet enough not to be heard by those leading the meetings. 

 

Whenever she arrived in church it was always with a smile 

and a laugh either at herself or whoever she was talking to. 
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Barbara was a regular attended at the 9.30 am service on 

Sunday mornings until she had a fall one Sunday on her way 

home from church. 

  

Thank you, Barbara for bringing a smile to my face. 

-------------------------------------- 

 

Jean Oates, RIP    

from Heather Peet 

 

Thank you to everyone for your kind messages, flowers and 

sympathy cards on the death of my mum, Jean Oates.   

 

The funeral was a wonderful celebration of mum's 89 years 

with a football theme. We had representatives from 

Chesterfield FC and folks wore the club colours or football 

shirts. 

 

We entered the crematorium to the crowd at Wembley singing 

'Abide with Me' and we left to the Anfield Kop singing 'You'll 

Never Walk Alone'. The committal featured the final whistle, 

blown by Richard and 'The Match of the Day' theme tune as 

the curtains closed. I also used a prayer which Rhoda sent me 

before mum died which I was actually praying as my brothers 

sat with mum as she took her last breaths.  

 

The coffin was draped in a Chesterfield FC flag, kindly loaned 

to us by Brian, and, instead of flowers on top, the funeral 

director Lorraine had placed mum's football scarves and 

bobble hat.   

 

Thank you everyone for your kindness. 
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Prayers of Intercession  

Richard Peet  

 

Prayer is a very important component during our church 

services. Many times, the words ‘Let Us Pray’ are used during 

a service. I wonder if during this time in our lives we are 

praying more each day. 

Part of the Collins English dictionary definition of the word 

prayer is – A prayer is the words a person says when they 

speak to God. 

Each Sunday and Tuesday at all our services we have a time 

of prayer called intercessions. 

On Wednesday morning in the Lady Chapel we have a time of 

prayer which is split into three sections, normally led by Rhoda 

and there is a period of time for each person to contribute. 

During this time when we are unable to meet together in 

church, we have Morning Prayer on Tuesday morning via a 

zoom meeting at 9.50 am for a 10.00 am start. 

We average around 7 on a normal Wednesday, but we have 

had up to 10 on a Tuesday morning. 

We have a number of our congregation who intercede on a 

rota basis, but we are always on the lookout for more people 

to join us, and no doubt training would be available. This could 

include preparation, what to pray for, the structure / order, and 

the delivery of the prayers. There are guides available for 

leading intercessions. 
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Leading intercessions is both a privilege and a responsibility 

If anyone is interested in joining the team please see Richard 

and we can discuss what intercessions are all about. 

We normally pray for: 

1. The church local, national, diocese, bishops, clergy. 

2. The world, creation, the Queen, those in authority. 

3. The local community, families, friends, and neighbours, 

our schools. 

4. Those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. 

5. The communion of Saints, the departed and the 

bereaved. 

Sometimes it is appropriate to deviate from the pattern slightly 

such as on a significant occasion, or in times of crisis or 

topical or breaking news. 

After each petition a response from the congregation is 

included. 

I believe we all take time to pray and it doesn’t matter where 

we pray 

So, at this time we pray that we may soon be able to meet 

together again in our church, but the way we worship may 

look very different. We may be able to sit and read our bibles, 

pray, and just be able to be in the place we love to worship 

each week. 

At this time, we are waiting to see what can be done to open 

churches in a safe environment, where we will be socially 

distancing, and where a clear plan is in place to protect 

everyone. 



38 | P a g e  
 

Irish Barmbrack 

John Drake continues his Irish theme with a recipe 

 

This Irish fruit loaf or tea loaf was once reserved for high days 

and holidays, particularly Halloween, but nowadays, like many 

seasonal treats, it is now increasingly available all year round, 

and especially in the run up to St Patrick’s Day. As it’s Irish 

language (Gaelic) name suggests, bairin breac (speckled 

hen), barmbrack has much in common with the Welsh barra 

brith – a plain, yet richly fruited bread. 

 

Traditionally barmbrack was stuffed with charms before 

baking, with significance for those who found them in their 

slice. The ring meant you’d be married within the year, the pea 

the opposite; the stick foretold dispute, the silver coin good 

fortune and a piece of cloth suggested you’d be better off 

hiding under the duvet for the foreseeable future. Not bad 

going for a mere fruitcake 

 

This recipe makes a 900g (2lb) loaf  

Ingredients (Serves 16) 

 

275 g (10 oz) raisins 

100 g (3½ oz) sultanas 

60 g (2½ oz) mixed peel 

300 ml (10 fl oz) strong 

black tea 

125 g (4½ oz) demerara 

sugar 

225 g (8 oz) self-raising flour 

¼ teaspoon mixed spice 

1 egg beaten 

2 teaspoons treacle 

(optional) 

50 ml (2 fl oz) Irish Whiskey 

(optional 
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Preparation 

(Prep: 10 min/Cook: 1 hour 30 min/Extra time: 8 hours, 

soaking) 

 

1. Mix the dried fruit, mixed peel and warm tea in a bowl. 

Cover and set aside overnight. 

2. Preheat oven to 180 0 C /350 0 F/gas mark 4. Grease 

and line a 900g (2 lb) loaf tin or a 20 cm (8 inch) round cake 

tin. 

3. Add the sugar, self-raising flour, mixed spice and the 

beaten egg to the fruit mixture and stir well until mixed. 

4. Pour the mixture into the prepared tin and bake for 1½ 

hours, or until it feels firm to the touch and leaves a skewer 

clean when tested. 

5. Transfer to a wire rack and cool. 

6. Be patient. If you can store in an airtight container for a 

day or two it will taste so much better. The loaf can be stored 

for up to ten days. 

7. Slice, cover with butter and enjoy with a cup of tea. 

 

NB If you use the whiskey then reduce the quantity of tea 

accordingly. 

If using treacle mix it with the tea at stage no 1. 

You may also wish to substitute the mixed peel with glacé 

cherries. 

You may also use 375g (13½ oz) mixed fruit instead of the 

raisins and sultanas. 
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Tutti I passi che ho fatto nella mia vita 
mi hanno portato qui, ora 

 
every step I have taken in my life 

has led me here now 
 
This inscription can be found as an artwork in many places, 
though one can pass by, or over, it without noticing. It is the 
work of Alberto Garutti (b 1948 Italy) and includes the words in 
both Italian and English as above.  

The original work is a stone set into the floor which was first 
shown in Antwerp, and installed as part of a larger project in 
Milan Malpensa airport. It is designed to be addressed to all 
passers-by in transit in the airport and its connected spaces, 
who can stop to read it.  

Since then the artist has re-created the work in different forms 
and there have been many more installations, designed to 
involve all the voyages of people who read it, stop and reflect 
on it. Mostly the stone is intentionally hidden on the floor so 
that people find it by accident. 

Thanks to Adrian Blanksby who submitted this inspirational 
quotation and prompted the research.  

Information from the website of the artist.  
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The Pattern in the carpet 

Ena Johnson 

 

In these strange times, conversations seem to involve some 

recurring themes and topics, delivery slots, wartime rationing 

(whether remembered or not), Zoom and jigsaws.  

This prompted me to read again a book that I had been given 

some years ago, ‘The Pattern in the Carpet’, subtitled ‘A 

personal history with jigsaws’. Written by the novelist Margaret 

Drabble, it is described on the book jacket as ‘a unique and 

moving personal history of remembrance and growing older; 

about the importance of childhood play; and how we 

rearrange objects into new patterns both to make sense of our 

past and to ornament our present.’  

It is a very readable book, full of fascinating facts and 

observations which resonate with the times that we find 

ourselves in, not least because it was written whilst the author 

was restricted, almost isolated for months with her husband 

whilst he endured both radiotherapy and chemotherapy. It was 

intended to be a history of jigsaws for the Christmas gift book 

market and turned into a memoir as well.  

Credited for inventing first jigsaw is John Spilsbury, who in 

1766 mounted maps on board, and cut them into pieces to 

amuse and educate children as they reassembled them. That 

is of course if you discount mosaics, pebble patterns, the 

floors of Roman villas (the pattern in the carpet of the title), 

pietra dure, stained glass windows, and so on.  

The jigsaw as a tool was first used in the late eighteenth 

century and gave the name to the puzzle which could just as 

easily have become known as a fretsaw.  
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Apparently, prisoners, royals, and convalescents are fond of 

jigsaws. Maybe we are all in the first category at the moment, 

and benefitting from it as ‘an innocent soothing pastime’, or as 

‘a particularly English form of meditation’.  

They became popular in America during the Depression!  

When it comes to actually completing a jigsaw, Margaret 

Drabble believes in the rule that the outer edge should be 

completed first as a frame. I usually do this, more or less, until 

I was recently presented with a puzzle depicting garden birds 

with some branches and flowers, on a white background and 

with an edge that was mostly white. It was probably about the 

right degree of difficulty for lockdown, so working from the 

inside out I was eventually able to complete it (1000 pieces) 

and prove it with a photograph. (I was well behind other 

people who had already been sending round photographs of 

their achievements, often more than one.)  

Then came a big decision, as to which puzzle to try next. Over 

the years I have exchanged some quite challenging puzzles 

with friends. I decided against a circular puzzle of the north 

rose window of Chartres Cathedral, ‘the Rose of France’.  I did 

not think it through when I chose this myself, as it is double 

sided, featuring the south rose window of St Maurice 

Cathedral Angiers in the same colours on the reverse, both 

against a black background!  

I chose to attempt to finally complete a puzzle that I have had 

on the go for several years. The picture is of two embroidered 

panels showing the villages of Tatton and Toft, part of the 

Knutsford Millennium Tapestry. It was designed to depict life 

there at the turn of the century. The actual panels are very 

large and involved over 3000 sewers, and show a wonderful 

wealth of detail, dog walkers, front gardens, a bus complete 
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with passengers, and many tiny houses! Once reduced in 

size, this becomes a difficult picture to reassemble but many 

of the pieces are unusual shapes, which helps, as does a 

magnifying glass! I have been advised that this may be one 

challenge too far for a lockdown situation! 

One conclusion of the book is that a jigsaw represents 

meaning, order and design. If you try hard enough you can 

complete it. The dispiriting moment when the prospect of a 

missing piece is realised is well documented in the book, as is 

the relief when the number of spaces and remaining pieces 

are counted and found to match!  

I am resigned to the fact that, like others of my lockdown 

projects this one won’t be fully completed, not because I lack 

the patience and determination but because I fear that as the 

jigsaw has been put away and moved so many times, 

inevitably there will be a missing piece or pieces!   

Strangely, I am quite content with that thought, but I do look 

forward to the day when I shall browse an array of puzzles, on 

an actual shelf, a smaller, and simpler ‘chocolate box’ picture 

and as I believe the tapestry is on display I do also intend to 

see the original version.   

Following a recent conversation Christine Wieloch writes: 

A few years ago, at a meeting of my reading group we were 

asked if we wanted to go and hear Margaret Drabble speak 

about a book she had recently written. The subject of the book 

was jigsaws and five of us decided to go.  

The meeting was held in The Showroom and there was quite 

a crowd of us gathered there. We heard about the origin and 

history of jigsaws and that they are even mentioned in Jane 

Austen’s ‘Mansfield Park’, when Fanny Price is teased for not 
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having met these new schoolroom aids before.  We all came 

away from the meeting feeling we had learnt something about 

a very familiar object that evening. 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 

Quiz night in June 

from Rhoda Blackwell  

 

Many thanks to Adrian Blanksby for organising and hosting a 

quiz using sildo, which we ran alongside Zoom. There were 50 

questions which were mainly general-knowledge type, but 

some were grouped into categories (Music/Film/Geography 

etc.). 

Questions were multiple-choice with a timed response, and 

the answers were submitted online. Before Adrian showed the 

correct answer, we could see how many people had selected 

each choice. We had 22 individuals or household groups 

participate. 

 

The winners were:  

1st place –   The Cable’s 

2nd place –  The Lawrence’s 

3rd place –   The Burrows’ 

  

 

Well done to everyone who participated. 

Adrian has kindly offered to sort another quiz for Tuesday 21st 

July, see page 30. 
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St Chad, Bishop, Missionary, Monk 

Courtesy of Bishop Bill Godfrey 

 

One of Lastingham’s three saints: Cedd, Chad, and Ovin.  

Chad was the second Abbott of Lastingham. He built the first 

stone church, dedicated to the blessed Mother of God, and 

there reinterred the body of his Brother Cedd to the right of the 

altar.  

He and his brothers, Cedd, Cynibil and Caelin, were among 

Aidan’s first students on Lindisfarne. All became priests and 

two of them bishops. As part of Chad's formation, he was sent 

to study in Ireland, before returning to Northumbria to work in 

mission, taking the Gospel to the surrounding towns, villages 

and homesteads. 

In AD764, as Cedd lay dying of the plague, Chad was 

summoned to Lastingham to become its abbott in Cedd’s 

place.   

The disease devastated the community at Lastingham and 

also a group of thirty monks from Essex, who came to be at 

Cedd’s burial place. Only one young lad survived, to be 

brought up by Chad, saying that he had been saved by Bishop 

Cedd’s prayers. 

Bede describes Chad as a holy man, learned in the 

Scriptures, and careful to practise all he found in them. When 

he became bishop, he devoted himself to maintaining the 

purity and truth of the Church and setting himself to study and 

practise humility. He went about on foot to preach the Gospel 

and always sought to instruct his people by the same methods 

as Aidan and his own brother Cedd.  
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Later, at the insistence of King Oswy, Chad was consecrated 

Bishop of York. When Wilfred, the intended candidate, 

returned from France to take the bishopric, finding Chad had 

been put there in his place, a confrontation took place. To 

avoid controversy. Chad humbly withdrew, returning to 

Lastingham, allowing Wilfred to remain in York. 

Unknown to Chad, his humility in stepping back had been 

noted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Theodore, and when 

a bishop was needed for Mercia, in the West Midlands, he 

called Chad. There he established his episcopal seat, in 

Lichfield, where the Cathedral today is still dedicated to him. 

He built a house near the church where he used to retire with 

his brethren to pray and study as work and preaching 

permitted. 

When St John’s church was built in 1857, Newbold was in the 

Lichfield Diocese. An early photograph of the Church shows 

wall paintings on either side of the east window (in the Lady 

Chapel), one of St Alban, the first British Martyr and a popular 

saint in Victorian times, the other of St Chad.  

When a hall was built on Avenue Road (now converted into 

apartments) it was known as ‘St Chads’. The new road 

opposite is named St Chad’s Way. Thus the name of St Chad 

has long been associated with Newbold Church.  

Lichfield was a large diocese, and Newbold became part of 

Southwell Diocese when it was created in 1884. In 1927 

Derby Diocese was created from part of Southwell Diocese 

which included Newbold.  

Four heraldic shields above the notice board in the entrance 

porch of the church show, in order from left to right, the 

symbols of the diocese of Lichfield, Southwell, the emblem of 

St John, and the symbol of Derby diocese. 
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With many thanks to Rodger Wheatcroft  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

In the rush to return to normal 

Use this time to consider which parts of normal are 

worth rushing back to 

Dave Hollis 
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Stephen Toon Hearing Care 

Do you suffer from excessive ear wax? 
Have it removed in the comfort of your own home by a qualified 

Audiologist, using the latest equipment and techniques 
                         One Ear  £40*                               Both Ears  £60* 

*Home visits normally £20 extra.  Special offer for magazine readers 

 

Need Hearing Aids? 
I promise you will be delighted by; 

                How they look                                                How they feel 
                How well you hear                              How much they cost  
               For a free assessment or information call 01773 687060 

The best hearing aids, the best aftercare, and 
The best prices. 

Tel: 01773 687060    www.stephentoon.org 
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Peregrines at the Crooked 

Spire 

From Christine Wieloch  

  

Some of you with good memories will remember an article I 

wrote in 2016 when I told you about a peregrine platform 

being put at the bottom of the spire and the top of the tower on 

the Crooked Spire. I remember that day well as though I was 

not involved in building the platform I was fetching and 

carrying and went up and down the spire six times. It tired me 

out and I slept really well that night! 

Since then we have waited…and waited…and waited.  

Although we have seen a single peregrine up there, we have 

not had a pair, that is, until this year. Whether the peace and 

quiet of lockdown was a factor we don’t know but there are 

now peregrines on the Crooked Spire. Apart from the photos 

in this article you can go to ‘You Tube’ and see a short video 

of one of the adults eating something it has caught.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(We are hoping you can still spot the peregrine following copying process!) 
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The peregrines have produced eggs which have hatched and 

there are now two chicks. Unfortunately, there are as yet no 

photos of them but remembering the pictures I have seen of 

other young peregrines they are not the prettiest of chicks! 

Peter who rings the churchyard birds for me has been with his 

ringing group up to the platform but they were unable to ring 

the chicks as the padlock on the gate was rusty. Hopefully 

something will be done about this. 

I do not know how old the chicks are but they will fledge when 

they are about six weeks old and will still be dependent on 

their parents for food. It will be another four weeks before they 

can hunt for themselves so the peregrines will be around for a 

good while longer giving anyone who wants to see them 

plenty of time to get down to the Crooked Spire to see them. 

 

Photographs courtesy of Richard Lower  
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Birdlife – or lack of – on ‘Skylarks’ 
from Wendy Drake 

 
 

Many of you reading this will, no doubt, remember what the 

area at the top of Dunston Lane looked like prior to ‘Skylarks’, 

our new estate being built. Several local tradespeople have 

told us that, as kids, they used to play on the land. I have 

heard too, that there had been many objections from various 

sources when the idea for new houses was first aired. 

The first tenants moved in in late 2018, so that when we 

arrived in August last year there was still much going on in the 

way of building around our house in ‘Phase 1’. Just now, as 
the builders and contractors are gradually returning to work 

after the lockdown, ‘Phase 2’ is continuing to take shape, to 

be followed later still by ‘Phase 3’, so that the total number of 

new properties will be around 300. 

Imagine then that you were a bird enjoying the freedom of the 

original farmland and open spaces, with many ready-made 

nesting sites and trees around the perimeter.  

Having moved from a well-established estate built in the 

1960’s, our garden had been a hive of activity for birds, with 

the usual Blue and Great Tits, Coal Tits, Blackbirds, 

Goldfinches and House Sparrows and an occasional Great 
Spotted Woodpecker, to name just a few. The garage wall 

housed nest boxes so that we had at least one bird family 

‘moving in’ each year. When our children were small, I can 

well remember a family of Blue Tits fledging and causing 

great excitement for all of us when we were actually in the 

garden at the time. 

So back to the here and now, and living on ‘Skylarks’, we 

thought we might be getting tenants for our newly erected 

nest boxes, but I’m sorry to say we’ve had no takers this year, 

and really it is a little late in the day, we’re thinking. The 
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upheaval from the building works has obviously caused some 

birdlife to look elsewhere for the time being.  

However, we did, and still live in hope, and a feeding station 
was set up in the garden with Peanuts, which went mouldy, 

and Sunflower Hearts and Niger Seed, supposedly for the 

Goldfinches. Our first visitor, early on then was a Magpie, who 

on occasions brought his friend along too. Now though, the 

birdlife does appear to be returning with the few established 

trees now in full leaf and providing good nest sites. 

A few weeks’ ago, we were encouraged to have a visit from a 

Pied Wagtail, who we’re thinking had a problem with his 

eyesight, since he didn’t spy the feeder but rummaged around 

on the ground only, and also appeared to have difficulty in 

flying over the fence, at first. He was obviously nesting nearby 
when he too returned with a friend.  

We have had a glimpse of a single Wren and a House 

Sparrow, and latterly two Blue Tits visited, who after having 

had a good feed, then flew into a nearby tree, suggesting they 

were feeding young in a nest there.  

Just this morning, I spotted a Wood Pigeon sitting on top of 

the feeding station, who then gorged himself on the Sunflower 

Hearts – nothing wrong with his eyesight! Prior to our move to 

Chesterfield, and wanting to be prepared to welcome some 

new feathered friends, we had bought a 12.5kg bag of 

Sunflower Hearts, so they are still in plentiful supply at no.18. 

So, all is not lost, and we’re hoping the birds will gradually 

return now that the builders have moved a little further away 

from us. We’re thinking, as well that we maybe need to erect 

a couple of signs next year advertising: 

 

‘Comfortable Homes To Let  

With Own Takeaway On Site’! 
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Confectionary Quiz 
 
1.      Emblem of England 

2.      Talk quietly 
3.       Wobbly infants 

4.       Dark and mysterious 
5.       Delicious fastenings 

6        Ten pin bowling 
7.       Clever clogs 

8.       Royal sport 
9.       A pub for mothers 

10.     Big bus 

11.     Pirate treasure 

12.     Prevent from talking 

13.     Caveman’s weapon 
14.     A sheik’s pleasure 

15.     Singing insects 
16.     Used to be black and 

white 
17.     45,760 yards 

18.     Crossing patrol’s stick 
19.      Eat al fresco 

20.      Sovereign maker 

 
submitted by Richard Peet 

Answers in the August edition 

 

 



54 | P a g e  
 

 

 



55 | P a g e  
 

 

Giving during a crisis 
From Revd Ben 

  

How do we give financially to church during ‘lockdown’?   
 

Obviously, we cannot give to the church via the collection 
envelopes, on to the plate during services or into the wall 

boxes at the moment. 
  

Therefore, if you would like to continue to support Newbold  
Parish Church financially, please send cheques payable to  

‘Newbold PCC income account’ to: 
  

Newbold PCC, ℅ The Rectory,  
Littlemoor, Chesterfield. S41 8QN  

 
Or, you can donate via direct transfer:  

‘Newbold PCC income account’  
HSBC Bank plc  

Sort Code: 40-17-15  

Account No: 61331795 (mark it ‘donation’) 
   

If you have previously filled out a gift aid form this will still 
count. If you need a gift aid form do let us know. 

   
Standing order. Once again, a huge thank you to those of 

you who give regularly via standing order. This is the best way 
for us to keep track of our finances. If you don’t give this way, 

and would like to, please contact us and we can send you a 
form. 

   
Finally, if you are struggling financially at the moment, do feel 

free to lower your giving. We don’t want anyone to feel 
pressure to give at this difficult time.  

  
Every blessing   
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St John the Evangelist Church, on St John’s Road, is the Church of England 
Parish Church of Newbold with Dunston, in the North East Derbyshire Deanery, 
Archdeaconry of Chesterfield, Diocese of Derby and the Province of Canterbury. 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY     email: info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk  
                                           www.facebook.com/newboldparishchurch 
 
Rector                                 The Revd. Ben Griffiths                        01246 450374 

Please note:           The Rector is unavailable on Thursdays  
                                      
Assistant Curate Revd. Rhoda Blackwell 07838 316610 
 
Lay Reader 

 
Chris Barnes 

  
07753835687 
 

Church Wardens                                              Richard Peet  07967 564302 
 Lesley Howard 07712 921585 
Verger Stephen Franks 01246 557059 
P.C.C. Secretary Adrian Blanksby 01246 453648  
Organist & Choir Stuart Watkinson 01246 278862 
   
Child Protection Julie Franks 01246 557059 
Adult Protection Ena Johnson 01246 451426 
   
Magazine Editors                   Ena Johnson                                         01246 451426 
 
Magazine Distribution 

Evelyn Lowe 
Margaret Beasley 
 

01246 206458 
01246 453787 

 Church School Head      Kerry Marsh  01246 232370 
       Business Manager Joanne Brown 

 
01246 232370 

Women’s Group              Trish Law 01246 450407 
Men’s Group Chris Burrows 07843 780880 
Monday Club Margaret Beasley 01246 453787 
Craft Group   
   
Eagle Club Secretary 

Christine Wieloch 
 
Angela Thompson 

01246 274861 
 
01246 451141 

Pre-school  Hope Seedhouse 01246 451141  
Parent & Toddler Hope Seedhouse 01246 451141 

 
Group Scout Master Roy Bagnall 07854414302 
Parish Room (hire) Evelyn Lowe                                 01246 206458 

 
For Baptism and Marriage arrangements   

please contact our Rector, Ben, directly via email: 
revbengriffiths@gmail.com or phone 01246 450374  


