


Following the Prime Minister’s announcement of 23rd 
March, the Archbishops have written to clergy in support 
of the measures and again on 27 March, requiring that 
churches must now close both for private worship 
and public services.

Our church buildings are therefore now closed for public 
worship,  private prayer and all other meetings and 
activities until further notice. 

However, our online services are very active! You can 
access regular updates via the website: 
www.newboldparishchurch.org.uk 


Our Facebook page is updated daily: 
www.facebook.com/newboldparishchurch


All of our videos of services, Bible readings, reflections 
and a song or two can be found on Youtube: 

Search - Newbold Parish Church channel


As mentioned previously, if you, or someone you know, 
would like prayer at this time, please contact Revd Ben 
450374, or Revd Rhoda 07838316610, or email us: 
info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk


https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-address-to-the-nation-on-coronavirus-23-march-2020
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/church-england-close-all-church-buildings-help-prevent-spread-coronavirus
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/church-england-close-all-church-buildings-help-prevent-spread-coronavirus
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/church-england-close-all-church-buildings-help-prevent-spread-coronavirus
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/20085
http://www.newboldparishchurch.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/newboldparishchurch


Dear all,


It feels a lot longer than a month since I last wrote the Rector’s 
letter! This ‘lockdown’ appears to do strange things to time as 
well as to many other aspects of ‘normal’ life. 


Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter were particularly strange 
this year. It is the first time in living memory that the church has 
not been able to meet together at this most special time. 


I hope many of you were able to use the prayer resources, and 
palm cross, which we sent out prior to holy week. 

I put the 6’ cross we use for ‘Experience Easter’ up in the 
Rectory garden, by the boundary wall on Littlemoor, which I 
hope made a few people think. If you managed to view my 
Good Friday reflection video, on Youtube or Facebook, you 
may have spotted it in the background!


Good Friday is always a very moving day. Even this year, 
without our usual services, it was still a day of mixed emotions. 
The scandal of the cross and the promise of the resurrection 
bring sadness and hope together in the most unparalleled way. 
With this in mind, in the early hours of Good Friday morning, I 
felt compelled to pray for protection against anything trying to 
use this pandemic to attack the church. We are no doubt 
vulnerable at the moment, dispersed as we are. I also felt 
compelled to pray that God’s Kingdom would come, that the 
gospel would spread despite this time of panic and 
uncertainty, that the church would be the church in every town, 
that the Holy Spirit would break out and that people would turn 
to Christ in the midst of this madness. 


It was following this time of intense prayer that I wrote the 
reflection for Good Friday which felt like a moment of clarity in 
what has at times been something of a fog of uncertainty. This 
was partly due to Clare having what we believe to have been 
Covid-19 at the time, which meant the whole family was self-
isolating for 14 days. 




This past week has brought a continuation of ups and downs, 
with Joyce Briddon and Brian Bennett both dying on the bank 
holiday Monday after Easter Sunday. Having celebrated Easter 
with my family over the weekend, this came as quite a blow. 
This was also compounded by Clare’s counselling tutor dying 
on the Tuesday of Covid-19.


However, our faith is not one that shies away from talk of hope, 
and even victory, in the face of death. 


I was reminded recently of the hymn ‘Abide with me’, so often 
sung at funerals, which contains the line ‘Where is death’s 
sting? Where, grave, thy victory? I triumph still, if Thou abide 
with me’. 

Although bereavement is an incredibly difficult thing, we 
always have the promise of God ‘abiding’ with us, God living in 
us, by his Holy Spirit, as we go through difficult times. We have 
the promise that the sting of death (the idea that it is final) has 
gone because death is not the end. The grave has no victory, it 
has no hold over us, if God continues to be with us beyond the 
grave. All of this is possible because of Good Friday & Easter 
Day. Death and resurrection held together in the person of 
Jesus Christ. 


The end of this month brings the festival of Pentecost when we 
remember, and gives thanks for, the coming of the Holy Spirit 
on the early church. It is also a time when we pay particular 
attention to what the Holy Spirit is doing today. Revd Dr 
Samuel Wells, in the introduction to his book Incarnational 
Mission (Canterbury, 2019) says this: 

‘The Holy Spirit is to be received, not grasped. It sets its own 
agenda. Mission is responding to what the Holy Spirit is doing 
in the world.’ 


As I read this the other day it very much spoke into the 
situation we find ourselves in - What is the Holy Spirit doing 
while we are in lockdown? 




The key to that questions is the word ‘is’. I am convinced that 
the Holy Spirit is at work. We need only be open to receiving it 
and responding to it. 


I believe that part of what the Holy Spirit is doing at the 
moment has come from the challenge of being church, and 
ministering, without physically meeting people. There have 
been multiple holy conversations, blessed emails and hope 
filled ‘virtual’ connections being made throughout these past 
few weeks. For example, our Covid-19 video has been viewed 
more than 560 times since it was first posted to YouTube. This 
tells me that there are people wanting to connect with the 
church, on some level, far beyond our regular church services. 
This was one of the key points Revd Jason Kennedy made to 
our PCC away day at the end of February.


None of us knows what is coming next with this virus. None of 
us knows when we might meet again, or what life will really 
look like in the future. However, all of us know (I hope) that God 
is with us now, that God will continue to be with us through 
whatever happens in the next few weeks and on into the 
future. 


As I said in one of my emails, I continue to pray for you all, that 
you would be surrounded by God’s presence and find yourself 
held in his care during this most difficult time. 


'I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying 
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of 
your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 
you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.’ 
Philippians 1:3-6 

With fondness & blessings, 

Ben 



THE PASTORAL TEAM 
Under ‘normal circumstance’ the volunteers of our pastoral 
team visit members of our congregation, and share communion 
with some of them. Our clergy and others visit Elm Lodge on 
the second Tuesday of each month, and Ridgewood House on 
the last Tuesday of each month. These are all wonderful and 
uplifting visits by our team. Unfortunately, these visits are on 
pause at the moment.  
However, we now have an emergency response team in place, 
and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them all for the 
work they are doing with our congregation which is a vital part 
of church life at this time. 
We have 15 people, including Ben and Rhoda, in the team, and 
we have been contacting between 90 and 100 people of all 
ages. 
The team ring their allocated members each week to see how 
they are, have a chat, make them laugh and talk about how 
they are doing in these trying and testing times. 
The comments and feedback I have received from those I have 
been ringing have been very positive and when I have been in 
contact with other members of the team they say the same. 
I have said to those I call, especially those living on their own, 
that they can ring me at any time if they need a chat or have 
concerns, or need prescriptions collecting from the pharmacy 
as they may not be allowed to go out or are unable to go out. 
As I am aware from living alone as many of our congregation 
do, these can be difficult times as they are unable to see 
people or visit them.  From a personal point of view, I am 
benefiting as much from talking to them as I hope and believe 
they are from talking with me. 
We must remember we are not alone as we can support and 
love each other. I believe we will come out of this stronger as a 
church and in the community. 
May we all take care of ourselves and I hope to see you all 
soon.      Best Wishes. Richard Peet 



CRAFT GROUP 

As there has been no craft group during March (our ‘have a go’ 
day was cancelled due to the virus) I thought I would let you 
know how we are getting on as regards the bunting. Right back 
at the beginning we bought some strong webbing. We thought 
we needed a strong product as it had to withstand whatever the 
weather may throw at it. We know from bitter experience good 
weather cannot be guaranteed for the fete, we need something 
that will withstand wind, rain and other, even a cloudburst when 
I was a child, and the fete in 2016 lingers in the memories of 
those who were there! The craft group have been busy sewing 
and there are now well over eighty pennants. We decided to 
have twenty to a string and leave a foot between the pennants. 
Doing this is not as easy as it sounds. 
Sometimes my long pins were not strong enough and ended up 
with a marked bend in them and my fingers felt the points of the 
pins on several occasions for each string. It took me about an 
hour and a quarter to pin and space twenty pennants to make 
one string and another forty five minutes to machine them in 
place. 

There are now four strings 
made but I know several 
people have got pennants 
at home waiting to be dealt 
with once the crisis is over. 
Then I shall be able to look 
for some more webbing to 
finish making the strings of 
pennants. With any luck we 
may have six strings of 
pennants but we shall 
certainly have five. 
 The only question is when 
will the fete where they will 
make their first appearance 
take place? 

Christine Wieloch 



It only takes a Spark ………. 
Rewind mentally some 17 months and John and myself were 
very well settled, so we thought, and living in Runcorn, on the 
banks of the Mersey in Cheshire, having moved there in 1970. 
We had adjusted to life living among the local ‘Woollybacks’ 
and the incoming ‘Scousers’ from Liverpool, who had moved 
into the area when Runcorn was designated a New Town in the 
1960’s. 

Life was very different there after the hustle and bustle of 
London, where we met each other, John having moved from 
Northern Ireland and myself from Hastings on the South Coast. 

Wanting to move out of London, John was offered a job at ICI 
as a Research Chemist and I started work at Glaxo, firstly in 
their Viral Vaccines and then Microbiology Labs in Speke, 
Liverpool. Here I was surrounded by colleagues with 
‘exceedingly rare’ accents, as in the song ‘In My Liverpool 
Home’. I had trouble, at first, with understanding them as they 
did with me! 

Our son, Chris, was born in Liverpool and very proud of the 
fact, so that he has supported the Reds from an early age. He 
now lives with his wife Dee, and Oscar, their toy poodle, near 
Jodrell Bank in Cheshire, so that he is able to pay the 
occasional visit to Anfield when he can. John, meanwhile still 
follows ‘The Gunners’, who some years ago fielded a number 
of Northern Irish players. John and I lived for a while very close 
to the ‘old’ Arsenal ground, in Highbury, so were able to cheer 
them on at times, when we could afford it, even though prices 
of tickets were considerably less then than today. 

Our daughter, Jo, was born in Chester, and it was her and her 
husband, Mikey, who actually helped to plant the seed, and 
provide the spark, for upping sticks and moving to be closer to 
them. We had been travelling to Sheffield about once a month 
to visit them and our eldest grand-daughter, Alice.  



John and myself had spoken at times about the journey over 
the Snake Pass and really didn’t enjoy the winter trips, 
especially now we are classed as being ‘elderly’!  

We had visited Chesterfield just once, and that was some years 
ago, prior to moving here, for the wedding of a previous church 
member who married a local girl at the Central Methodist 
Church in Saltergate.  

So, we are very happy living in the town and feeling more 
settled than we had expected, after making the final move in 
August last year. I well remember the day – it was literally 
chucking it down with rain, both in Runcorn and in Chesterfield! 

John and I had obviously visited the area on a number of 
occasions before the move, to suss it out. It was on a Tuesday 
afternoon then, when we were having a nosy around the 
outside of St John’s Church and were spotted by Richard, 
waiting for Ben to arrive for a meeting. We liked what we heard 
and saw when he gave us a quick guided tour, so here we are. 
I must admit that we did also get guidance from ‘above’ and a 
lot of prayer time certainly didn’t go amiss! 

Our previous Ecumenical Church, and the services, were very 
much different from what we have now come to expect here, 
but we have been made to feel very welcome by one and all, so 
have felt no need to look elsewhere. Incidentally, we chose to 
sit where we do, to enable us to be able to follow those sitting 
in front, to see what they did during the various aspects of the 
service! 

We have joined the St John’s monthly walking group, as well as 
St Andrew’s weekly walking group, although with helping out at 
Food Bank too, we aren’t always able to join them. Before 
moving, both of us had played Crown Green bowls in the 
summer and Indoor Short Mat bowls in the winter months so 
have taken them up again now. 



Birdwatching has also been a pastime for many years, so that 
John and I are to be found joining Trish and Christine for their 
monthly forays around the churchyard. A Probus Men’s Group 
played a big part in John’s life, and in mine as well, when the 
Ladies were able to join in most of the social functions and 
activities. Needless to say, he has now joined a local group 
here too. Meanwhile, I spent 2 mornings a week as a Hospital 
Chaplaincy Visitor at the local hospital in Runcorn, which I 
found very rewarding. Having done it for 13 years up until 
moving, I actually felt part and parcel of the organisation and 
met some lovely patients and staff over the years, including 
some I already knew so that we were able to catch up on 
families etc. 

It has been great now to be able to visit the family in Sheffield, 
just a short 15-minute drive away, which certainly was fortuitous 
when we received a phone call soon after 2am one morning in 
November, to say that Number 2 grand-daughter, Isla, was on 
her way.  I don’t think I broke the speed limit, but I wasn’t 
caught at least! 

Since moving to yet another ‘new’ town, we have of necessity, 
bought ourselves an A to Z of Derbyshire, now very thumb-
marked I might add, especially page numbers 95 and 96. Then, 
having ‘lost our way’ recently in Nottinghamshire we have 
acquired yet another book of maps. As they say you’re never 
too old to learn!! 

Wendy and John Drake. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

   Time waits for no-one 
Yesterday is history 
Tomorrow is a mystery  
Today is a gift. 
That’s why it is called the present! 





Stephen Toon Hearing Care  
Do you suffer from excessive ear wax ? 

Have it removed in the comfort of your own home by a 
qualified 

Audiologist, using the latest equipment and techniques 
            One Ear  £40*                               Both Ears  £60* 
*Home visits normally £20 extra.  Special offer for magazine readers 

Need Hearing Aids? 
I promise you will be delighted by; 

    How they look                                        How they feel 
    How well you hear                          How much they cost  
   For a free assessment or information call 01773 687060 

The best hearing aids, the best aftercare, and 
The best prices. 

Tel: 01773 687060    www.stephentoon.org 
 

The Eagle Club

Littlemoor, Newbold

Number of rooms to hire

and kitchen facilities, for

parties and social events. 


Disabled access and toilet. 


We off a number of different  
activities: 

East Midlands Jiu Jitsu 
Association


British Martial Arts Academy

Parent and Toddler Group


Drama Class

Fitness Class

Jumble Sales

Pre-School


£15.50 per hour 
Contact Angela

01246 206025



CONGRATULATIONS to Jean and Brian Lee 
on their recent Golden Wedding Anniversary.  
Jean writes: 
Jean and Brian Lee recently celebrated their Golden Wedding 
anniversary. They were married on Easter Monday 1970 at our 
church by Father Moore. John Madin played the organ and 
Doreen sang during the service.  

Jean and Brian had planned to celebrate this occasion with a 
holiday in South Africa and to have a romantic meal on the 
actual day overlooking the ocean and watching the sunset! 

However although they began their holiday they had to return 
early due to the corona virus pandemic and instead celebrated 
with a meal at home mainly cooked by Brian although Jean 
made the dessert. 

They had also planned (with Ben’s agreement) to provide 
sherry and cakes after the Easter Day service. Obviously this 
will not now happen but they hope to be able to do this at a 
later date once life returns to normal. 

-------------------------------------- 

A Prayer for the Christian Community 
We are not people of fear: 
we are people of courage. 
We are not people who protect our own safety: 
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety. 
We are not people of greed: 
we are people of generosity. 
We are your people God, 
giving and loving, 
wherever we are, 
whatever it costs 
For as long as it takes 
wherever you call us. 
Amen 
      Barbara Glasson 



MESSAGES FROM OUR YOUNG PEOPLE  

 
From the church school. 

Lara wanted to thank people 
delivering the mail for being brave.  

McKenzie (Y1) and Mia-lily (reception) 
had a message for everyone who 
passed their house! (see right) 

Thank you to the staff who are 
keeping our schools open at the 
difficult time.  

The children still attending Dunston 
School have been busy writing letters 
and colouring these pictures for some 
of the isolated and elderly members of 
our community.  



We are sure that they will bring a smile to their faces when they 
open the post. They have been distributed on behalf of the 
schools by Rhoda, and we hope they have been enjoyed. 

------------------------------------------- 

THE ADULTS WERE BEING CREATIVE TOO 

 

Rhoda’s Easter wreath.             Steph’s Paschal Candle 

 
Clare’s hot cross buns               Ann’s Easter garden 

 



Steph’s Easter garden   Jean’s Simnel squares. 

HE IS RISEN INDEED, ALLELUIA!!!

----------------------------------------------------- 
THANK YOU 

To everyone who has sent in contributions to enable the 
Evangelist to continue in these difficult times.  

----------------------------------------------------- 
200 CLUB 
The current rules restricting movements were put in place 
before the final date for renewal of membership for the year. 
The March draw did not take place, to allow people to be 
included after renewal.  
When the restrictions are lifted there will be one week for 
members to renew and then the outstanding draws will take 
place.         Richard Peet 



HOLY WEEK AND EASTER IN TOBAGO. 

In 1994 myself, my husband and our two children landed in the 
Caribbean Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

After an initial period of acclimatisation in Trinidad we flew from 
there to the sister island of Tobago to begin our new life there. 
My husband was the new Rector of St. Patrick’s parish which 
covered a third of the island and comprised of four churches 
and their congregations. The mother church was St. Patrick’s, 
which was the oldest church building on the island. It was built 
in the 1830s and consecrated in 1834. 

We arrived in the parish in time to celebrate St. Patrick’s Feast 
day and we began to learn about “doing church” in another 
culture, to find out what God was saying to this group of people 
and not to impose our way of doing things. 

We learned that God is already there, ahead of us and that we 
did not bring him along, imagining that we knew better. We had 
to develop a listening heart, to hear people’s experience of God 
in their lives. 

And so four years on we took part in our last Holy Week and 
Easter, and those memories remain with me still.  
Palm Sunday that year began on the village green singing, 
“Ride on, ride on in majesty” with the community led by a 
donkey and carrying palm branches freshly cut the night before. 
We walked together from the green up the small hill that led to 
the church, passing fifteen crosses that had been placed along 
the roadside for Stations of the Cross during Lent. 

Eventually we arrived at the church where a larger cross had 
been erected outside the church door, the Palm Sunday Gospel 
was read and the service continued inside the church. 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy Week was marked 
by an increased intensity of prayer and bible study. 



Maundy Thursday was attended by so many of the community 
that many were standing at the back and outside watching and 
listening through the open windows. 

There was a real sense of the parish community journeying 
together with a deep sense of walking with Jesus on the last 
days of his life. 

Good Friday dawned with people arriving early to attend the 
service of the Veneration of the Cross. During the singing of 
“Were you there when thy crucified my Lord” the sound of nails 
being hammered into the large cross outside the main door had 
a huge emotional effect on many. 

Holy Saturday night began with the church in darkness, the 
scriptures were read to show the redemptive work of God, and 
then the church gradually filled with light as candles were lit. 
The Exultet was sung and the Paschal candle was placed in 
the sanctuary and we renewed our baptismal vows. 

Easter morning began at 4.30 am as we assembled in church 
once again. It was dark and the moon could be seen through 
the windows behind the altar. As the service progressed the 
moon passed overhead, the sky lightened as dawn approached 
and then the sun rose in the sky as we celebrated the Easter 
Eucharist.  
At the end of the service members of the congregation pinned 
paper flower to the large cross at the main door- the instrument 
of death came to life.  

And then we celebrated as only the folk of Tobago know how 
with a cookout- chicken, fish, crab and dumplings, rice and 
peas, salad coocoo and callaloo, plantain and ground 
provision ,followed by cake and ice cream and all washed down 
with fruit juices or rum and coke with plenty of ice to keep us 
cool!! 
                   Stephanie Parkes   







SAINT HILDA, ABBESS OF WHITBY 

Hilda, founder and Abbess of the monastery of Whitby where 
the famous Synod was held in AD664 [A Synod is a gathering 
of bishops and other church leaders]  

Bede tells us a great deal about Hilda, who was the great niece 
of the king and came to faith through the preaching of Paulinus, 
the first Bishop of the Northumbrians. When she was thirty- 
three she left her home and possessions to go to a monastery 
in France to live in poverty for Christ’s sake. But after a year 
among the East Angles (Essex) Bishop Aidan called her back 
north to live a monastic life.  

Later she went to be abbess of a monastery in Hartlepool, 
guided during this time by Aidan and other learned men who, 
Bede recalls, greatly admired her innate wisdom and love of 
God’s service. From there she went to Whitby where she 
founded the now famous monastery.  

Abbess Hilda taught her community the observance of 
righteousness, mercy, purity and other virtues, but especially of 
peace and charity; and, after the example of the primitive 
Church, no one there was rich, no one there was needy, for 
everything was held in common, and nothing was considered to 
be anyone’s personal property. So great was her wisdom that 
not only ordinary folk, but kings and princes used to come and 
ask for her advice on their difficulties; and all under her 
direction were required to study the Scriptures and occupy 
themselves in good works.  

The century before Hilda, the British Church had received 
missionaries from the north and the south: Columba from 
Ireland to Iona, and Augustine from Rome to Canterbury, and 
different traditions met. The Synod of Whitby was called to 
resolve these differences and, at the Synod, as interpreter 
between the Latin-speakers and the British-speakers was 
Bishop Cedd who founded the monastery at Lastingham.  

Courtesy of Bishop Bill Godfrey. 



 



FUN BIBLE SUDOKU 
First you answer the scripture-based questions to determine the numbers for each 
puzzle and place them in the squares mentioned.  Then proceed as normal, placing 
numbers 1 to 9 in each row, each column and each of nine 3 x 3 shaded areas within 
the larger puzzle 

For G8, A7, E1, H6, C5 
How many generations did Job live to see?  (Job 42:16) 

For E7, H8, A3, G1 
When Israel’s enemies come up against them, in how many 
ways will they flee?  (Deuteronomy 28:7) 

For A8, G2, H4, C3 
“…than of the ninety and --------which went not 
astray.” (Matthew 18:13) 

For D2, H5, F8, C7  
How many years old was the she goat used in Abraham’s 
covenant with God?  (Genesis 15:9) 

For F7, C2, B6 
How many hundred men followed David before he was king? 
 (1 Samuel 23:13) 

For G7, E6, B1, F3, C9 
How many hundred years did Adam live after he had Seth? 
(Genesis 5:4) 

For D7, A1, B4 
How many tables were to be placed on the right side of the 
temple? (2 Chronicles 4:8) 

For F1, G5, D4 
How many years did Elah reign in Israel? (1 Kings 16:8) 

For G6, D5, A4 H7 
In the city called “The Lord is there,” how many gates were 
named for Asher?  (Ezekiel 48:34) 

From Fun Bible Sudoku, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc. Used by permission. 
   



Funerals & Announcements 
Funerals are not taking place in the church building at present, 
and those taken at the crematorium, or in the churchyard, are 
taking place with immediate family present only. 

Gladys Mary Scattergood, aged 93, died on 27th March. 
The funeral was conducted at the crematorium on 14th April. 

Joyce Briddon died on 13th April. The funeral will take place at 
the crematorium on Tuesday 28th at 4pm.

Brian Bennett died on 13th April. Funeral TBA

Kathleen Twigg aged 89. Graveside funeral 22nd April 

Prayers for their family, friends and loved ones at this most 
difficult time. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 



DIARY FOR MAY 2020
In light of the Government guidance around non-essential 
contact, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have 
issued advice that public worship is suspended until further 
notice. 
This means that we will have no services in church until this 
suspension is lifted.  

Sunday 3rd May  Fourth Sunday of Easter (S1) 
  The Aumbry Light is sponsored by Mavis Radford 

Sunday 10th May  Fifth Sunday of Easter (S2)  
 The Aumbry Light is sponsored by the Howard family. 

Sunday 17th May  Sixth Sunday of Easter  (S3) 
 The Aumbry Light is sponsored by Charmaine Saunders 

Thursday 21st May  Ascension Day 

Sunday 24th May   Seventh Sunday of Easter (S4) 
   The Aumbry Light is sponsored by the Howard 
family  
Sunday 31st May   The Day of Pentecost (S5) 
   The Aumbry Light is sponsored by Julie Franks  

   

COFFEE MORNING 

There will be NO Coffee Morning in May due to Covid-19 

Items for the June Magazine 
to the editors by Sunday, 24th May 2020, please. 



Not the Church Walk 
Due to coronavirus now known 
as Covid-19 the church walking 
group could not meet for their 
monthly walk. 
Instead Steve and I went out for 
our 1 hour exercise on Sunday 
5th April.  As we live in Hasland 
the walk started near the centre 
of the village.  We walked down 
Storforth Lane on a sunny warm 
day with very few cars moving on 
what is normally a busy road.  
We walked under the railway 
bridge as a train travelled on the 
track above us.   
 

On the left is an industrial area which 
we walked onto.  Tucked away at the 
back of the site is an access road to 
McGregor’s Pond. 
We are all getting used to signs about 
social distancing and it was no different 
as we entered the area.  The notice 
board informed us that the McGregor’s 
Pond Angling Club has had to stop 
fishing at this time and everyone is 
asked to walk in a clockwise direction 
around the pond and keep 2 metres 
apart.   



McGregor’s Pond was constructed in 1972 by the McGregor 
family who had offices off Turnoaks Lane, Birdholme by 
diverting part of Birdholme Brook.  It was constructed as a 
wildlife sanctuary with trout in the pond and mallards, Canada 
geese, heron and widgeon birds. 
We saw Canada geese and mallards on the pond.  At the sides 
of the pond we saw celandine and wild anemones brightening 
up the area.   
There is an island in the middle of the 5 acre pond area which 
can be seen in the picture. 
We even managed to social distance as we walked!! 
After much indecision about which direction to go next we went 
back to Storforth Lane and cross to walk along the river Rother.  
The path is wide and easy to keep 2 meters apart. The path 
comes out on Derby Road near the Alma complex, which is 
usually full of cars but today only one or two were in the car 
park.  We carried on walking under Horns Bridge and up 
Chesterfield Road and back home one hour from setting out. 

Julie and Stephen  
-------------------------------------- 

   
A prayer written by Richard Peet. 

Let us pray for all our world today, 
We hope that this virus will soon go away, 
We think of our congregation at this time, 
May we hope they are well and feeling fine, 
Let us look to the future and hope for the best, 
That we return to our lives feeling good and refreshed, 
We remember at this time all our families and friends, 
Who we will meet again when this virus ends, 
May we love and be kind to each person we know, 
At this time and forever wherever we go. 

A special thank you to Richard, for submitting what he says is 
his first attempt at composing! 



STRANGER ON THE SHORE 

Christ was once the stranger on the shore, 
Deity disguised, 
Manhood recognised. 
The nets were empty, lives were empty too, 
Fishing in the air, wishing he was there. 
“It is the Lord, the Lord raised from the dead.” 
The scales dropped from their eyes, as they did as He said; 
“Cast your nets upon the other side, 
Then you will have more, 
More than you had before.” 

Christ is still the stranger on the shore, 
Manhood crucified, 
Deity denied. 
Lives are just a broken, empty net 
Trapping only dross, sapping happiness. 
The pattern of this world will not renew your mind; 
Be transformed within, true peace you then will find. 
Cast your net upon the other side, 
Then you will have more, 
More than you had before. 

Christ is now upon a different shore; 
At his Father’s side, 
Manhood purified. 
My Lord, my King, my God of everything, 
How can I profess the love I now confess? 
Teach me what to say, 
That I may spread your word and 
Share your gift of love with those who have not heard. 
Oh, my Lord, of this I can be sure, 
You are now to me a stranger no more. 

Hilary Barnes 



Missing Vowels Quiz with apologies to Only Connect (BBC 2) 

The plays of Shakespeare 

1          WNTRS TL 
2          MCH  D  BT  NTHNG 
3          RM  ND JLT 
4          TH  MRCHNT  F  VNC 
5          TH  CMDY  F  RRRS 

Books of the Bible 

6            NHMH 
7            BDH 
8            JB 
9            TMTHY 
10          CRNTHNS 

Well- known proverbs 

11           EVRY CLD  HS  SLVR  LNNG 
12           STCH  N  TM  SVS  NN 
13           FL  ND  HS  MNY  R  SN  PRTD 
14           NDS  S  GD  S  WNK  T  BLND  HRS 
15           PR  WRKMN  LWYS  BLMS  HS  TLS 

Film stars from the 30’s - 50’s 
  
16           BRT  LNCSTR 
17           HDY  LMRR 
18           BTT   DVS 
19           VVN   LGH 
20           TRN  PWR  



 



 

……………………………………… 



THE SMALLEST CHURCH IN ENGLAND 

CULBONE CHURCH 

The hamlet of Culbone in Somerset has a few houses and the 
parish church and comes under the jurisdiction of the parish of 
Oare in the Exmoor National Park.  There is no road to it so 
visitors have a two mile walk from Porlock Weir and a four mile 
walk from Porlock itself. 
Culbone was a civil parish until 1933  and because its 
population in 1931 was only 43, it was merged into the parish of 
Oare. 
This small church, while quite basic inside, stands in a 
charming location, amongst woodland with a stream running 
alongside. 
The chancel measures 4.1m x 3m, the nave is 6.6m x 3.8m 
with the total building length being 10.7m.  It seats 30 with the 
wooden pews only wide enough to accommodate two 
worshipers.  Surprisingly, despite the lack of road access, 
services are still held there.  The building is probably pre-
Norman in origin, with a 13th century porch and a late 15th 
century nave.  After reroofing in the early 1800’s and further 
restoration in 1928 it achieved Grade 1 listing.  A stone cross 
stands outside the porch door and there are a scattering of 
gravestones in the immediate area. 

Culbone Stone, a medieval standing stone, approximately 1 
metre in height, is situated in the woods near the parish 
boundary.  Drawn on it is a cross within a circle which suggests 
it dates from the 7th – 9th century. In the 14th century, the 
woods were used as a colony for French prisoners, and later in 
1720 as a prison colony.  There was once a charcoal industry 
here manned by a colony of lepers who were not allowed into 
the village, but there is a small, leper window in the north wall 
of the church. 



The church is dedicated to the Welsh saint Beuno, or Bono, a 
7th century Welsh abbot, who died on 21st April 640.  It is 
believed that Beuno raised seven people from the dead, 
including his niece, the virgin Winefride (Gwenffrewi), and his 
disciple Aelhaiarn. 
Eleven churches bear the name of St. Beuno including one in 
his monastery at Clynnog Fawr, now destroyed, but his grave 
chapel survives.  In Tremeirchion, near St. Asaph, is St. 
Beuno’s, a former theological college, now a Jesuit Retreat 
Centre.  

-------------------------------------- 

So I'm a postie and would like to inform you of some important 
information. We deliver your parcels and letters.  
What you may not be aware of is we are classed as keyworkers 
through these terrible times. 
The CWU have asked us to become an emergency service for 
the public. If things get worse your postie could be delivering 
healthcare products, food and even medication.  
All that is asked from the public is: 
1) Think about safety first, for yours and the postie.  
2) If you see a postie coming towards your door please  
DO NOT OPEN YOUR DOOR. We will sign your parcels and 
letters for you. 
We will leave the parcel, food or medication on your doorstep 
and then knock. Give the postie enough time to step away from 
the door. 
3) If you are already outside your house, go inside or step away 
2 metres from your postie. Please do not approach your postie. 
If we tell you to stop and back off or close your door, don't feel 
offended. We are only trying to help protect you from this virus.  

LET'S BEAT IT TOGETHER 
Martin Alderton 



A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord,  
under the shadow of your mercy.  
Sustain and support the anxious,  

be with those who care for the sick,  
and lift up all who are brought low;  

that we may find comfort  
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love  

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen. 

A prayer for dealing with a difficult situation 

Sovereign God,  
the defence of those who trust in you  
and the strength of those who suffer:  

look with mercy on our affliction  
and deliver us through our mighty Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

A prayer for hospital staff and medical researchers 
Gracious God,  

give skill, sympathy and resilience  
to all who are caring for the sick,  

and your wisdom to those searching for a cure.  
Strengthen them with your Spirit,  

that through their work many will be restored to health;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Further prayers are available at: www.churchofengland.org 



A Prayer from the Iona Community 
Lord God,  
we bring to you our happiness and our weariness,  
our disappointments and our hopes,  
our needs, worldly and spiritual,  
our friends and those we find ourselves at odds with,  
our families and all the strangers we pass, day in, day out,  
and all the billions we will neither know nor pass,  
the places that we most love,  
and the places that disturb us most profoundly,  
our memories and our visions of the future, 
our highest successes and our most miserable failures,  
the help we offer and the help we need. 

We bring you everything,  
and tip it out in front of you. 

And now we pause a while in silence,  
waiting for you to show us what we need to understand ---  
Lord God, light up the things we need to see,  
brush to one side the things we need to put out of our minds,  
show us the doors we need to open  
and the paths we need to take,  
and be beside us as we go  
so that the work we do is your work,  
and the roads are your roads, 
leading to your presence. 

We ask it in the name of your son, and our brother, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.    
     Neil Paynter (2017, Wild Goose Pub) 



A NOTE ABOUT CHARITIES 

As you may have seen in the press, many charities are 
experiencing difficulty with increased demand for services 
whilst at the same time income has decreased and older 
volunteers are self-isolating.    

The Children’s Society has ‘paused’ the opening of house 
boxes for the immediate future, although in Newbold this is not 
due until June.    

The National Emergencies Trust collaborates with charities 
and other bodies to raise and distribute money and support 
victims at the time of a domestic disaster. Its mission statement 
reads ‘Harnessing the nation’s generosity to support those 
affected by a national emergency at their time of greatest need.  

It has currently launched a Coronavirus Appeal which will be 
administered on behalf of the trust by the Red Cross.  

The Big Give has match finding which means that donations 
made via their website will be doubled up to a maximum of 
£470,000. They are currently suggesting that those working 
from home might consider donating the cost of their commute, 
#DonateYourCommute to the National Emergencies Trust. 

——————————————————— 

ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ 
1. A Winter’s Tale  2.  Much Ado about Nothing                         
3. Romeo & Juliet 4. The Merchant of Venice   
5. The Comedy of Errors 6. Nehemiah  7.  Obadiah  8.  Job    
9. Timothy 10. Corinthians 11. Every cloud has a silver lining                  
12.  A stitch in time saves nine 13.  A fool and his money are 
soon parted.  14.  A nod’s as good as a wink to a blind horse  
15. A poor workman always blames his tools 16. Burt Lancaster  
17. Hedy Lamarr 18. Bette Davis 19. Vivien Leigh 20. Tyrone 
Power 



THOUGHTS IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES 
We are living in strange, confusing and difficult times as we 
learn to live our new way of life.  We are in lockdown and 
isolation, where we can only go out to get essential food and 
medicines, and to exercise alone or, if we are a family, together. 
If we all continue to do as we have been instructed, we will help 
our wonderful NHS who are working under great pressure at 
this time. 
As many will know we have a pastoral team which has been 
extended to an emergency pastoral team of which there is a 
separate article in this magazine. A big thank you to Ben, 
Rhoda, Ena, Evelyn, and Steve who are doing a fantastic job in 
getting information out to the congregation and others. 
Life is very different and if we abide by the rules we may come 
out of this finding we have learnt a lot about ourselves, what is 
important in life, and a new thirst to enjoy it.  We may love and 
be kind to each other even more than we do now, and realise 
some things that we fall out about or disagree about are not 
important when we look at the bigger picture. 
Among all this sadness, lockdown, loss of life, and isolation 
there have been many occasions on television and radio (Radio 
Sheffield has been excellent) where many good things have 
been happening in families, and communities where people 
have possibly never seen each other before. I have watched 
and listened to things which have played havoc with my 
emotions, making me both laugh and cry. 
We have more appreciation for delivery drivers getting food to 
supermarkets to provide the food for us, for the supermarket 
staff, for postal workers, and our refuge collection workers, for 
pharmacy staff and many others. 
So please keep in contact with each other, especially our older 
members of our congregation who may not have access to 
technology and would possibly appreciate a telephone call. 

Love and best wishes to you all.     
Richard Peet 



WHAT WILL THE WORLD LOOK LIKE     
when the Coronavirus pandemic is over? 
This Covid19 pandemic is a time of testing. It is testing the 
resilience of everybody and every institution; from individuals to 
companies, governments, charities and churches. It will 
eventually die down, but when it does, it will have changed the 
world. What will that changed world look and feel like?  

That will depend on how severe the virus has been and how 
long society and the economy have been effectively shut down. 
Two weeks into the lockdown estimates of the eventual number 
of deaths in the UK range from 20,000 to 250,000. No one 
currently knows how well the lockdown will reduce the number 
of infections, or how long the lockdown will have to last.  

I am writing this in Lent, and the lockdown has made this Lent 
seem more real in terms of soul searching than previous Lents. 
You should be reading this while experiencing the joys of 
Eastertide. It looks as if the lockdown will be extended for a 
while yet and it will feel as if Lent has been prolonged this year.  

The virus seems designed to seek out and test existing 
weaknesses in people. While some people who have died from 
it seemed to be in good health, it is definitely more fatal for 
those who are older or medically more vulnerable. I heard that 
73% of those on ventilators are obese – that’s why I am now 
being very careful! 

It is also testing weaknesses in institutions. We are lucky in this 
country to have robust institutions of government, although the 
years of under investment in the NHS has caused problems.  

Many other institutions probably won’t survive. Companies that 
were already in trouble will go under. The retail, leisure and 
travel industries are being hit particularly hard. Debenhams has 
already gone into administration and I suspect that other 
household names will follow.  



When we are eventually allowed to leave our houses, we will 
probably find that some of our favourite coffee houses, pubs 
and restaurants will have disappeared, especially the nice 
independent ones. 

Charities have got a major problem because few if any have 
any reserves. I know from experience that it is next to 
impossible to find funding to keep in reserve for a rainy day like 
we have now. Many small local charities are in a terrible 
position, possibly even in a terminal condition. Their loss will be 
keenly felt. 

What about the church? You must have heard it preached that 
the church is not the building but the people. I’ve often 
preached that myself. That idea is now well and truly being put 
to the test – and in Newbold, thanks to Ben and Rhoda, we 
really are doing our best to maintain contacts and enable us to 
worship. I am missing church services really badly. Even with 
the excellent liturgy material they have sent though the post 
and put online, it is difficult to worship alone. 

It is down to us as individual Christians to continue to pray for 
each other. Even though a continued lockdown will make us all 
feel fed up from time to time, we always need to remember that 
the love of God never ceases. That through Jesus, we have a 
total victory over death and sin and everything that is wrong 
with the world, including Covid19. 

Some good things will come out of this crisis. 

We can now see much more clearly how dependent we all are 
on each other. Nobody can do it all by themselves. Covid19 is 
no respecter of rank, position, wealth or nationality. We really 
are all in it together. We will value our neighbours much more 
than before, even love them. 

We are also realising just how much we depend on those who 
work for the minimum wage. Many of them have turned out to 



be key workers in social care, retail and distribution. As Jesus 
said, the last shall be first and the first will be last. 

Most importantly, I am sure that many of us will be discovering 
what really matters in life; not the accumulation of more wealth 
or stuff, but relationships based on love. This is food and drink 
to us as Christians but will be a new idea for some outside the 
church. We must be prepared to proclaim that God is the 
source of all love and that true love is sacrificial, as the Easter 
story proclaims. 

When this crisis is over, the world will have changed. As a 
church and as a people of God, we need to prepare ourselves 
for that changed world so that we can continue to bring his love 
to our neighbours make his name known to all. 

Chris Barnes  

THE PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM     Richard Peet 
Due to the current coronavirus situation all organised 
pilgrimages until 31st July 2020 have been cancelled. 
We will now prepare for our pilgrimage in 2021, and hope that 
some of the pilgrims who were unable to join us this year may 
consider joining us in 2021. 
At this time may we pray for all the priests, the hospitality staff, 
including reception and house-keeping, and those who work in 
the refectory and Norton Bar.  
We pray for the Shrine Priest, Father Andreas Wenzel as he 
prepares to leave Walsingham for his new appointment as Vice 
-Principal and Director of Pastoral Studies at St Stephen’s 
House, Oxford. He will take up his new role at the beginning of 
the new academic year. He will continue in his ministry at the 
Shrine until  the end of June. He began his ministry at the 
shrine in March 2017. 
It has also been announced that the youth pilgrimage, due to 
take place in August, has been cancelled. Please remember all 
the staff in your prayers at this time. 



LONDON QUIZ.  

Below is an emoji quiz on London locations for school age 
children to have a go at during the extended lockdown. 

There will be three prizes: one for the first all correct (or highest 
number of correct answers) to be returned, and two more 
drawn at random from the all correct (or highest number of 
correct answers) submitted. 

  
Entries to be submitted by parents, giving the child’s name, to 
adrian.blanksby@hotmail.co.uk no later than 15th May. Please 
make the subject ‘London quiz’  

The answers and the winner’s names will be published in the 
June Evangelist, and the winners can look forward to receiving 
chocolate as soon as circumstances allow!  

Thanks to Adrian for supplying both the quiz and the chocolate. 
 



Spring has sprung! 

Some of you may remember that 
SPAR Newbold (at Littlemoor 
shops) donated a large number of 
bulbs to be planted in the 
churchyard. These were planted 
back in December by some of 
their staff and our gardening 
group. I am pleased to say that a 
lot of them have now sprung into 
life!  

 

It has been wonderful to 
see these sign of new life 
in the churchyard, and it 
is particularly poignant  to 
know that they are being 
enjoyed by folk during 
their exercise hour during 
lockdown!  

Big thanks to Jacqui and the rest of the staff at SPAR for 
thinking of us and donating such a thoughtful gift to the people 
of Newbold.  



Giving during a crisis 

How do we give financially to church during ‘lockdown’?  

Obviously we cannot give to the church via the collection 
envelopes, on to the plate during services or into the wall boxes 
at the moment. 

Therefore, if you would like to continue to support Newbold 
Parish Church financially, please send cheques payable to 
‘Newbold PCC income account’ to: Newbold PCC, ℅ The 
Rectory, Littlemoor, Chesterfield. S41 8QN 

Or, by direct transfer to: PCC of St John The Evangelist, 
Newbold a/c at the Chesterfield Branch of HSBC Bank plc 
Sort Code: 40-17-15 Account No: 61331795 (mark it ‘donation’)  

If you have previously filled out a gift aid form this will still 
count.  

Some of you already give via standing order. Can I say a huge 
thank you for this!! This has helped us immensely over the past 
few weeks. It also means that we are able to budget far better 
knowing when regular payments are coming in. If you don’t give 
this way, and would like to, please contact me and I can send 
you a form.  

Finally, if you are struggling financially at the moment, do feel 
free to lower your giving. We don’t want anyone to feel 
pressure to give at this difficult time.  

Every blessing 

Ben 



CHURCH DIRECTORY     email: info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk  
                                           www.facebook.com/newboldparishchurch 

For Baptism and Marriage arrangements  please contact our 
Rector, Ben, directly via email: 

revbengriffiths@gmail.com or phone 01246 450374                     

Rector                                 The Revd. Ben Griffiths                       01246 450374
Please note: The Rector is unavailable on Thursdays

Assistant Curate Revd. Rhoda Blackwell 07838 316610
Lay Reader Chris Barnes 07753835687

Church Wardens                                             Richard Peet 07967 564302
Lesley Howard 07712 921585

Verger Stephen Franks 01246 557059
P.C.C. Secretary Adrian Blanksby 01246 453648 

Organist & Choir Stuart Watkinson 01246 278862

Child Protection Julie Franks 01246 557059
Adult Protection Ena Johnson 01246 451426

Magazine Editors                  Ena Johnson                                        01246 451426
Evelyn Lowe 01246 206458

Magazine Distribution Margaret Beasley 01246 453787
Church School  Head     Kerry Marsh 01246 232370

Business Manager Joanne Brown 01246 232370
Women’s Group             Trish Law 01246 450407

Mens’ Group Chris Burrows 07843 780880
Monday Club Margaret Beasley 01246 453787

Craft Group   
   
Eagle Club Secretary

Christine Wieloch 

Angela Thompson

01246 274861 

01246 451141

Pre-school Hope Seedhouse 01246 451141 
Group Scout Master Roy Bagnall 07854414302

Parish Room (hire) Evelyn Lowe                                01246 206458

St John the Evangelist Church, on St John’s Road, is the Church of 
England Parish Church of Newbold with Dunston, in the North East 

mailto:revbengriffiths@gmail.com

	May they rest in peace and rise in glory

