


 Latest Advice 
(17th March 2020) 

In light of the 
Government guidance aroun
d non-essential contact, the 
Archbishops of Canterbury 

and York have 
issued advice that public 

worship is suspended until 
further notice. 

This means that all services 
and events in church are 

cancelled until this 
suspension is lifted.  

(For advice on funerals & weddings contact 
Revd Ben or Revd Rhoda.)



Dear all,

what strange times we live in! As I write this I am acutely aware that 
we are going through what is probably the biggest change to daily 
life we have ever experienced in peace time. 

As of today (23/03/2020) The announcement was made that 
Covid19, the coronavirus, has forced the country into ‘lockdown’. We 
are to isolate ourselves, to help save lives, for at least the next three 
weeks. The change to church life came last week, as I wrote in my 
pastoral letter:

‘I am sure that you are aware by now that the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York have instructed all clergy to suspend public 
services for the foreseeable future and we will be honouring their 
request. Our church services will not be happening on Sundays or 
Tuesdays for the foreseeable future. This decision also extends to all 
other church groups and events.’

This has now extended to others part of my job. As you will see later 
in this magazine, I recently took a wedding with just myself, the bride 
and groom, and two witnesses. Although strange, it was very moving 
and to see the love on the happy couples faces, in the midst of this 
crisis, was a healthy reminder that ‘love never ends’.

Most of you will have had a booklet of ‘prayer resources for those 
unable to meet together’ as well as a copy of the newly produced 
Church Directory. I really hope that these are useful in your daily 
prayers, and also for contacting each other. My hope is that these 
resources will enable us as a church to remain connected through 
continued prayer and worship, phone calls, emails, texts and the 
internet. 



I also mentioned that I am keen that we continue to be a voice of 
hope to our community. I am aware that vulnerable people, and 
those who are self isolating, might struggle with some day to day 
tasks. 
To this end we have set up an ‘Emergency Pastoral Response 
Group’ who have already begun phoning everyone on the electoral 
roll once a week to see how they are doing. We have also been in 
contact with Janice Mariott, one of our local councillors. She also 
attended our PCC away day as we thought about how we might 
serve our parish better. Little did we know how quickly we would be 
adding to the things we do to serve the people of Newbold!

In response to this, if you or anyone you know in Newbold needs 
help with shopping, a friendly phone call or other errands please can 
you direct them to:

www.newboldparishchurch.org.uk/contact-us/ 
where they can fill out a contact form, or email us directly: 
info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk 

We are also extending our digital presence, with some services, 
talks and multimedia being added to our website, Youtube channel 
and facebook page. 

If you want to take part in a ‘virtual’ service of holy communion, we 
have this in the services section of our website: 
www.newboldparishchurch.org.uk with a downloadable service sheet 
so you can join in. 

Our Facebook page continues to reach both regular church 
members, and lots of people around Newbold and beyond: 
www.facebook.com/newboldparishchurch/  

We also now have a Youtube channel where you can see all of the 
videos we make: search Newbold Parish Church 



I also recognise that this is an incredibly difficult and unusual 
situation for all of us. However, I hope that all of these resources will 
help us as we get used to a different way of life for a while. 

I want to reassure everyone that we are not alone and through the 
grace of God we can support, encourage and love one another and 
our community through whatever lies ahead.

If you, or someone you know, would like prayer at this time, please 
contact myself 450374, or Rhoda 07838316610, or email us: 
info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week & Easter

One of the most difficult things about suspending church activities is 
facing Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter without the chance to be  
physically together. These festivals and holy days are at the heart of 
our faith. Therefore I would urge you all to spend time in prayer 
during these key moments in the Church’s calendar, and, if you are 
able, join with us in spirit! 

I hope to be sending out more prayer resources in the coming 
weeks, both physical (paper based) and online, so that we can 
reflect, worship and celebrate together. 

I pray that as the church dispersed, we would find new ways to 
connect, pray and serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Every blessing,

Ben



A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord,  
under the shadow of your mercy.  
Sustain and support the anxious,  

be with those who care for the sick,  
and lift up all who are brought low;  

that we may find comfort  
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love  

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen. 

A prayer for dealing with a difficult situation 

Sovereign God,  
the defence of those who trust in you  
and the strength of those who suffer:  

look with mercy on our affliction  
and deliver us through our mighty Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

A prayer for hospital staff and medical researchers 
Gracious God,  

give skill, sympathy and resilience  
to all who are caring for the sick,  

and your wisdom to those searching for a cure.  
Strengthen them with your Spirit,  

that through their work many will be restored to health;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 



NEWBOLD WOMEN’S GROUP 

Our meeting on 4th March was our Annual General Meeting, when 
22 members attended and reports of a successful year were 
presented.  Diane, Anne, Mavis and Trish agreed to continue as 
committee members, but Yvonne has had to step down.  Janet and 
Marilyn kindly agreed to join the committee. The new programme 
was circulated and subscriptions for the year became due.  
Following the meeting we had an enjoyable social evening with 
Cheese and Wine refreshments organised by the committee. 

Unfortunately, because of all the restrictions in place as a result of 
the coronavirus pandemic, our meetings on 1st April, 6th May and 
3rd June, plus the outing in July,  have all been cancelled.  When the 
situation has changed, gatherings are allowed and our welfare 
assured we hope to resume the programme for the year and 
members will be advised accordingly. 

   Trish Law, Committee Member, Tel: 450407  

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Electoral Roll Revision 
The Electoral Roll was completely rewritten in 2019.  If you have 
moved home during the last year or if any other details have 
changed please let me know, so that I can make the necessary 
amendments. 
If you are not on the current roll and would like to be please contact 
me using the details in the church directory.   
    Trish Law -  Electoral Roll Officer 



   The 11 o’clock service  

Sunday 1 March  

Around 40 people gathered at our monthly communion service. Our 
opening song was 'My Jesus, my Saviour.'  Ben led the 'Saying 
Sorry' prayer of confession. Rhoda read the gospel (Matthew 
Chapter 4, verses 1-11) about the temptations Jesus faced in the 
desert, where he went for 40 days, before he began his ministry. 
Ben spoke about the 40 days if Lent being a time to focus on Prayer, 
Fasting, Saying Sorry for our sins. A time to re-align ourselves 
spiritually. The devil will tap into human nature, just as he tried to get 
Jesus to show his power turning stones into bread when he had 
fasted for 40 days. Just as he tried to get Jesus to test God 
suggesting Jesus jumped from a high place for Angels to rescue 
him. The devil also tried to get Jesus to worship him instead of God.  
Following the talk, we sang 'Purify my heart.'  Rhoda led the prayers. 
We sang 'You alone can rescue.' 

Ben presented Heather with flowers, a card and cheque in 
recognition of her Ministry as Lay Reader.  Ben celebrated the 
Eucharist. He administered the bread, a symbol of Jesus' body 
broken for us and Rhoda and Heather administered the chalice, a 
symbol of Christ's blood shed for us. Our final song before the 
blessing was 'Bless the Lord, Oh my Soul.' Following the service we 
enjoyed a hearty bring and share Retirement Lunch for Heather who 
was surprised with a large cake. Following a speech from Ben and 
Heather, everyone sang ‘For she’s a jolly good fellow.’  

Sunday 8 March 

The theme of this Service of the Word was 'The Spirit'. Rhoda led 
the service as Ben was playing in the band. After an opening prayer 
we sang, 'Bless the Lord oh my soul'. Our sorry prayers focussed on 
God is good - sometimes we are not. Rhoda asked two young girls 
to blow bubbles from a wand filled with soapy liquid. Bubbles blow 
away and pop just like our sins when we say we are sorry.  Because 
Jesus died on the Cross-, our sins are completely gone.   



Our Lay Reader Chris read the story of Nicodemus, (John Chapter 3 
verses 1-12). Rhoda asked a question 'How can we see the wind?' 
Megan helped her to explain by blowing paper dolls around church 
with a hairdryer. Nicodemus asked Jesus some questions. We 
should ask questions too. Rhoda went in to say that sometimes we 
may feel as though we are stuck down, when this happens things in 
our life need to be open to God's Spirit blowing. Carol shared her 
personal story of how she came to faith and came to church. Then 
we sang 'God you're good to me,' before Chris read a bit more from 
the bible (John Chapter 3 verses 13-17). Nicodemus asked Jesus 
‘how was it possible to be born of the spirit?’ Jesus was beginning to 
talk about the Cross; God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son. Our next song was 'I will sing the wondrous story.' 
Prayers then followed before we sang our final song, 'My Jesus my 
saviour.' Fellowship time followed with children making a jigsaw. 
  
Sunday 15 March 

Around 20 folks attended this service.  Numbers were low, as some 
people had already begun to self-isolate, and as we know the 
following day, came the instruction to practice social distancing.  
The theme for this service was The Samaritan Woman at the Well 
and how we sometimes put on a mask so people do not see the real 
'me' but God can see the real person. 

Our opening song was 'God you're good to me' Ben led the service. 
Following our 'Saying sorry prayer’, we sang 'Spirit of God, unseen 
as the wind.' Our reading was in dramatic form with our Reader 
Chris narrating; Rhoda was the Samaritan woman and Richard was 
Jesus. In her talk, Rhoda revealed that this passage is one of her 
favourite stories in the bible. We all seek masks to hide ourselves. 
We all hide things we would rather people did not know about. The 
Samaritan woman wanted to remain invisible. When this woman met 
Jesus at the well, there were two problems. First, he was a man and 
a Jew, a distrusted foreigner. Two reasons why they should have 
nothing to do with each other. They look at each other and she is 
surprised he asks her for water. Jesus offers 'Living water' that 
brings eternal life. As Christians, followers of Christ, we are called to 
worship in spirit and in truth. Jesus looks behind the woman's mask 
and he knows her secrets without judging her.  



Her response is to run and invite others to 'come and see' the man 
who offers living water. Many of us will be facing Isolation through 
the Coronavirus pandemic. Nevertheless, God communicates to us 
wherever we are and whatever situation we find ourselves. Think 
about how we can reduce the isolation of others as we fight this 
disease. We sang "Song all who are thirsty' before Ben led us in 
prayers for the world, our community, ourselves and God's kingdom. 
Our final song was 'Guide me o thou great redeemer.' Following the 
Blessing, we had a time of fellowship. 

Heather 

Excerpt from “Plant a Garden”  

 Edgar Guest (1881-1959) 

"If your purse no longer bulges  
and you've lost your golden treasure,  

If at times you think you're lonely  
and have hungry grown for pleasure,  
Don't sit by your hearth and grumble,  

don't let mind and spirit harden.  
If it's thrills of joy you wish for  

get to work and plant a garden!  
 

If it's drama that you sigh for,  
plant a garden and you'll get it  
You will know the thrill of battle  
fighting foes that will beset it  

If you long for entertainment and  
for pageantry most glowing,  

Plant a garden and this summer spend  
your time with green things growing." 







Edgar Albert Guest was born in Birmingham in 1881.  As a young 
man his family moved to USA and he eventually became a reporter 
at Detroit Free Press. 
His first poem was published in 1898 and he became a naturalized 
citizen in 1902.  He penned around 11,000 poems, many of which 
appeared in 300 newspapers and in more than 20 books, including A 
Heap O’ Livin (1916) and Just Folks (1923-57).  He was awarded 
Poet Laureate of Michigan, the only poet to have been given this 
title. 
He was able to host a weekly Detroit radio show (1931-42), followed 
in 1951 by an NBC TV series – A Guest in your Home.  
He died in 1959 and is buried in Woodland Cemetery, Detroit.  His 
well-read poems include It Couldn’t be Done,  See it Through and 
Don’t Quit. 

…………………………………. 

Mothering Sunday, 22nd March 2020 
Reflection from Chris Barnes (our new lay reader) 

Readings: Exodus 2.1-10, Colossians 3.12-17      
and John 19.25b-27 
This is the weirdest Mothering Sunday many of us can remember for 
a very long time. All our plans have been put on hold. Hilary and I 
were planning to see our eldest lad and his family for lunch today. 
After listening to the government advice, we phoned to say we did 
not think it would be wise for us to go. Then we learned Andrew had 
been in close contact with a confirmed coronavirus sufferer at his 
work! 
This coronavirus scare has totally disrupted all our lives, nothing 
more so than not being able to go to church this morning. We cannot 
meet with either our church family or our kindred family. And family 
ties are important, especially ties between mothers and children, as 
our bible readings this morning make clear. 
When you think about it, the story of Jesus on the cross asking his 
beloved disciple John to take care of his own mother is quite 
amazing. In those days, there was no welfare state and families took 
the role of looking after each other much more seriously than we do 



now. If you were ill, old or vulnerable, it was expected that your 
family would look after and provide for you. 
Normally, the responsibility of looking after a mother would fall to the 
oldest son. If he could not do so, it would fall to the next oldest and 
so on. So society would have expected Jesus’ next oldest brother, 
James, to pick up the matter.  
But James was nowhere to be seen. Who would want to be 
associated with an older brother who was being executed in 
disgrace for being a traitor and trouble maker? And to be fair, all of 
the other male disciples had scarpered as well, apart from John, the 
disciple Jesus loved. 
Moreover James, at that point, was not a disciple of his brother; he 
probably found it difficult to see his kid brother as God’s anointed 
one. He only changed his mind when Jesus appeared to him after 
his resurrection and James later became the leader of the church in 
Jerusalem.  
Mary, the mother of both Jesus and James, was already a disciple. 
She had known he was truly the Son of God from before his 
conception. And Jesus knew that John also had total faith in him; he 
had not deserted him like Peter and all the others after all. But both 
Mary and John must have been totally confused as they watched 
their beloved son and friend, the Son of God, die in agony on the 
cross. 
I think the main reason Jesus asked John to look after his mother 
was because he knew that their faith was being tested and that they 
needed each other to keep that faith alive; to nurture it in each other 
so that it might grow. 
Because mothering or parenting is so much more than just 
conceiving and then giving birth. Good parenting means nurturing a 
new born infant so that he or she can grow and mature into a happy 
and fulfilled adult. And that nurturing never stops – even when they 
get to middle age. 
Moses’ mother knew that. She had given birth to a healthy boy at the 
most dangerous time imaginable. So she and her daughter 
concocted a daring and audacious plan to protect her precious baby. 



It worked like a dream and she was able to nurture that child all 
through his infancy. So her son, named Moses by pharaoh’s 
daughter, became the saviour of his people. The quality of her 
nurturing, her mothering, was vital to that. 
All of us at Newbold church are disciples of Jesus, whether we have 
been disciples for only a few months or several decades. And for 
each of us, that faith needs to be nurtured. That is one of the main 
reasons we come to church – to nurture our faith. 
Most of you will have heard the saying that it takes a village to raise 
a child. I think that it is equally true that it takes a church to raise a 
true disciple of Christ.              
That is one of the things that is celebrated on Mothering Sunday. 
Traditionally, it was on this Sunday that domestic servants were 
allowed to return to their mother church, to thank God for the 
nurturing their faith had received there. Well, this year the 
coronavirus has well and truly put paid to that. 
Nevertheless, we as a church need to celebrate those people we as 
a church have nurtured, mothered and discipled. And pray that we 
will continue to do so. Obviously, I arrived at this church only just 
over a year ago with a well-developed faith. But no matter how 
strong our faith might be, it needs to continue to grow and mature. 
We cannot allow it to stagnate. 
And I would like to thank all of you for nurturing my own faith since I 
started attending this church. I have increased my understanding of 
God and his purposes since we arrived here. That’s not just down to 
the excellent preaching I’ve heard from Ben and others, but also 
from the love and kindness Hilary and I have received from so many 
of you. 
The reading from Colossians spells out the ways in which any 
church can do this; through forbearance, forgiveness and above all 
love. This outbreak of coronavirus has put a huge strain on all that. 
We will probably not be able to meet together for several weeks. So 
we will not be able to nurture each other’s faith directly. We will need 
to find new ways of doing that; to look after each other, particularly 
the most vulnerable of us. 



If our Lord Jesus, in his dying agony on the cross, could still find the 
reserves of love to be thinking of the needs of others, in his case 
Mary and John, so must we. We must work through the frustrations 
and disruptions of the coronavirus and find new ways to love, 
nurture and mother each other. 
Chris Barnes 
22nd March 2020 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
Newbold Parish Church, 

St John’s Road, Newbold Chesterfield. S41 8PA. 
10 hours per week 

Salary £5,330 per annum 
(equivalent to £10.25 per hour) 

5 weeks holiday plus bank holidays (pro-rata). 

An opportunity is available for a highly skilled and experienced 
administrator to work at Newbold Parish Church. The hours of work need 
to be mutually flexible (ideally spread over three week days).  
The successful candidate will be required to provide high quality support in 
all aspects of day to day administration, including book-keeping and 
managing accounts. They will be producing letters, reports, booklets, 
leaflets and parish advertising material. They will also provide a key point 
of contact when the new Parish Centre is completed.  

Candidates must have empathy with the ethos and mission of the Church of 
England and a commitment to the work of the parish. 
Applicants must have: experience of working in a similar role, dealing with 
a broad range of administrative tasks, excellent verbal and written 
communication skills, and an ability to work unsupervised. Experience of 
implementing new administrative processes and knowledge of the local 
parish community would be advantageous. 
Closing date: 17th April Shortlisting: 24th April Interview Day: 1st May 
(subject to free movement returning) Successful applicants will be invited 
to interview. This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check. 

For a full job description and an application form please see the church 
website:  
           https://www.newboldparishchurch.org.uk/get-involved/  

https://www.newboldparishchurch.org.uk/get-involved/






FUN BIBLE SUDOKU 
First you answer the scripture-based questions to determine the numbers for each puzzle 
and place them in the squares mentioned.  Then proceed as normal, placing numbers 1 to 
9 in each row, each column and each of nine 3 x 3 shaded areas within the larger puzzle 

For E6, F1, B2 
How many pieces of money would Peter find in a fish’s mouth? 
(Matthew 17:26-27) 

For G6, B1, F2, D9 
The opening of what number seal in Revelation resulted in the 
appearance of Death and Hell? (Revelation 6:7-8) 

For D5, H2, E1, B6 
How many arrows did Jonathan shoot? (1 Samuel 20:18-20) 

For D2, H6, A8, F9, C4 
In the list of tribes in Numbers 13:4-13, what number is the tribe of 
Dan? 

For G1, A9, H5, D3 
How many sisters did David have? (1 Chronicles 2:13-16) 

For I9, D7 
How many sparrows did Jesus say were sold for two farthings? 
(Luke 12:6) 

For B9, D6, G3, C5 
How many days old was Isaac when he was circumcised? 
(Genesis 21:4) 

For I2, F5, H8 
How many times was Naaman told to wash in the Jordan River? 
(2 Kings 5:9-10) 

For C1, D4, E8 
How many children were born to David in Hebron? (2 Samuel 3:2-5) 

From Fun Bible Sudoku, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc.  Used by 
permission. 
From Fun Bible Sudoku, published by Barbour Publishing Inc. Used by permission.  



 



From the Registers 

Weddings 
21 March Philip Keirl to Joanna Heeley 
    

�  

Only five people were there due to the latest regulations, but 
beautiful none the less! 

May God bless their married life! 

Funerals 

2   March Betty Platts      aged 90

Churchyard [burial or interment of ashes]

28 March  Olive May Cook 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

 



DIARY FOR APRIL 2020
In light of the Government guidance around non-essential contact, 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued advice that 
public worship is suspended until further notice. 

This means that we will have no services in church until this 
suspension is lifted. 

Sunday 5th April  Palm Sunday (S1) 
  The Aumbry Light is sponsored by the Burrows family 
  
Sunday 12th April  EASTER DAY  (S2)  
   The Aumbry Light is sponsored by Ann Moseley  

Sunday 19th April  Second Sunday of Easter  (S3) 
   The Aumbry Light is sponsored by Adrian Moseley 
  
Sunday 26th April  Third Sunday of Easter  (S4) 
   The Aumbry Light is sponsored by Richard Peet  

COFFEE MORNING 

There will be NO Coffee Morning in April due to 
Coronavirus 

PCC & APCM Update:  
Due to the current situation, all PCC meetings have been 

stopped and the APCM postponed until further notice. We have 
had notification that this has been arranged through the 
diocesan registrar. All PCC members, Wardens etc. will 

continue in post until further notice.  

Items for the May Magazine
to the editors by Sunday, 19th April 2020, please 



MARCH WALK 

Following Heather’s retirement lunch, twelve walkers set off later 
than usual for a walk from Calver village.  After so many storms in 
the previous weeks it was refreshing to be out in the sunshine.  

After leaving the village we walked past Calver Mill to cross a field 
with its own pond (flooded) to walk on the path alongside the river 
Derwent. 

  

After crossing the road we saw a number of colourful canoes on the 
next stretch of the river.  

At the other side of the path there was lying water giving a swamp 
like feel to the environment.  Green leafy shoots could be seen 
coming up in the water, were they bulrushes or iris? This area is 
also home to great crested newts.   

Once we got to Froggatt village we crossed the ancient packhorse 
bridge before turning to walk on the other side of the river.  



Along the way back to Calver we saw signs that spring is on its way 
with snowdrops, crocus, daffodils and forsythia all in flower.  A 
number of robins sang for us.  

We left the road to cross a field to get back onto the river path.  
This gave us a good view of Calver weir which many commented 
we had not seen look so spectacular with so much water spilling 
over.  The weir is Grade II listed and was constructed in the 
nineteenth century.   

As we left the river bank we noticed across the road Siddall Well, 
this gave a number of us chance to wash boots and wellies. 

We walked the other side of Calver Mill on the way back.  There 
have been a number of buildings on the site but the one we see 
today was built in 1804 and at one point employed two hundred 
people in the cotton mill.  In the 1970’s the building was used as 
one of the locations for the Colditz programme on the BBC.  Today 
it is divided up into flats. 

We were soon back in Calver village and back to our cars. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

200 CLUB 
The Club winners for February 2020 were as follows:- 
First prize  (£33)  Brian Lee      (Number    59) 
Second prize (£16) Victoria Cable       (Number    94) 
Third prize    (£6)  Sylvia North     (Number    67) 
New members are always welcome. Please contact either  
Richard Peet (Tel. 520697) or Stephen Hewitt (Tel. 275225)          
for more information.  
This month’s draw will be held on Sunday 26th April 2017 

——————————————————————————————— 



QUIZ 
1      The final editing of the King James Bible was completed in  
         which room of Westminster Abbey in 1611? 

2      Westminster Abbey was so called because of its location. 
        Which famous cathedral is Eastminster? 

3      Who is the only person buried standing in an upright position in  
        Westminster Abbey? 

4      How many coronations have taken place at Westminster  
        Abbey? 

5     Who was the first of numerous key figures to have the honour 
       of being buried in the tombs of St. Paul’s? 

6     Where in the UK is the People’s Palace and was is it used as? 

7     A well-known coat was made in a Glasgow textiles factory in 
       1823.  Who was the creator? 

8     What is a “Glasgow kiss”? 

9     In which UK city is the world’s tallest cinema?  

10    Which UK city is the birthplace of heavy metal bands  
        Black Sabbath, Judas Priest and Led Zeppelin?  

11    St. Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham was designed by Augustus 
        Pugin who also designed which iconic building in London? 

12    What is the name of the football ground used by Birmingham 
        City Football Club? 

13    In which city would you find Sutton Park, one of the largest  
        urban parks in Europe and a National Nature Reserve? 



CRAFT GROUP    

The   Craft Group had their February meeting on the 22nd.  Those 
attending were Maureen, Evelyn, Ena, Gwyn and Bev. Carol had her 
granddaughter over to stay and I wasn’t there for much of it as I had 
my son and granddaughter staying but I visited briefly to show the 
others the two strings of bunting I had managed to put together and 
sew.  I also picked up ‘flags ‘ that had been finished since our last 
meeting and now there are three strings of bunting! 

Those there were busy doing various things.  Gwyn was knitting a 
scarf, Bev was doing some crochet, both Maureen and Evelyn were 
working on the bunting. (Evelyn is hand stitching her ‘flags’, a 
mammoth undertaking given their size). Ena was busy sorting out a 
collection of embroideries, some of which needed finishing off - this 
was partly why Ena joined the Craft Group so she would have some 
dedicated time to finish those pieces that were incomplete. 

We look forward to the demonstration and workshop on the 
technique of iris folding, and the demonstration of lacemaking when 
times return to some form of normality.         
     Christine Wieloch                  

                                          

FOODBANK UPDATE 

Chesterfield foodbank is having to change the way it operates in 
order to protect clients and volunteers, many of whom are in older 
and vulnerable groups. It is likely that demand will increase in the 
coming days. Please continue to donate food if you can.  

Alternatively financial donations can also be made. Cheques made 
payable to Chesterfield Foodbank can be sent to:      

Unit 3, Carrwood Road Industrial Estate, Carrwood Road, 
Chesterfield, S41 9QB 
Visit the website chesterfield.foodbank.org.uk to find out more 
where there is also an opportunity to donate directly and to gift aid 
your donation.  



!  



!  



STAYING CONNECTED 

My relationship with social media is best described as a distant one, 
so it was Sunday morning before I discovered that our church was 
putting a short live service on youtube which was accessible on the 
church Facebook a little later. Nevertheless I managed to alert some 
friends and relatives in other far flung parishes and by lunch time 
was receiving positive and heartwarming feedback. 

One friend said it felt more like Sunday now, another wrote that 
Newbold certainly seems to have got its act together, and one wrote 
‘thanks for your vicar’s comforting words’.  

For one former parishioner it brought back memories: 

‘Hello Ena, very nice to hear from you and thank you so much for the 
link. Nicki and I have just listened to the Lent communion. I shall 
keep the link and look out for new things to listen to. It's particularly 
reassuring to have something from Newbold as it played such a 
significant part in my childhood. I still have a faint scar on my left 
index finger where I tried to open a conker shell picked up in the 
churchyard on the way home to Coniston Road when I was six or 
seven! 

I also have much happier memories of course, not least sneaking in 
late for the morning service and finding a seat right at the back of the 
south aisle.  

Then there was the gathering by the lamp post outside the west 
door. (This ‘’gathering in the corner was where everyone 
congregated to chat after the morning service before heading home, 
or into an earlier and very primitive version of the parish room to 
partake of a feast of a parish breakfast with a choice of marmalade 
or potted meat rolls.)      

 I've still got a recording of the Sheffield blind school choir from 1965 
where you can clearly hear Uncle George in "Hark the Glad Sound"! 
I had it copied onto CDs some years ago.’  

(The Sheffield Blind school choir, of which John was a member gave 
several concerts at that time. The audience did join in the hymns!) 



Like most of us, John then went on to talk about Mothering Sunday 
and consider all the various projects that he might undertake in the 
coming weeks. Ideas Included writing his autobiography and stories 
for his granddaughter.  

A huge thank you then to Ben and Rhoda for their timely and sterling 
efforts in setting up the Emergency Pastoral Care Group, and an 
opportunity for us all to feel connected on Sunday. Please pray for 
them in the difficult days ahead.  

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York wrote to all clergy recently 
and this is an extract from letter: 

‘Being a part of the Church of England is going to look very different 
in the days ahead. Our life is going to be less characterised by 
attendance at church on Sunday, and more characterised by the 
prayer and service we offer each day. 

 We may not be able to pray with people in the ways that we are 
used to, but we can certainly pray for people. And we can certainly 
offer practical care and support. Please do carry on supporting the 
local foodbank and buy extra provisions for it.  

Ensure the night shelters wherever possible are kept open. There 
are many very encouraging schemes happening right across our 
country in communities to focus on caring for the most vulnerable, 
so do continue to play your part in those. 

Then by our service, and by our love, Jesus Christ will be made 
known, and the hope of the gospel – a hope that will counter fear 
and isolation - will spread across our land.’ 

There is something there for all of us, not just the clergy.  

Ena 



ST AIDAN, ABBOTT AND BISHOP OF LINDISFARNE.  

Aidan was a monk of the Iona community, founded by Columba on a 
remote island off the west coast of Scotland.  

Oswald, a young priest from Northumbria, had been in exile there, 
and had become a Christian and been baptised. Now a king, he sent 
to Iona asking the community to send a monk to teach the Christian 
Faith. He wanted them to receive the blessings of the Christian Faith 
and its sacraments. The community sent a bishop, Aidan. 

The king gave him the island of Lindisfarne and Aidan, speaking 
only ‘the Scottish tongue’ was helped in learning the local language.  

Aidan, a man of outstanding holiness, lived according to his teaching 
and was an inspiring example to all. He neither sought nor wanted 
earthly possessions, always travelled on foot and stopped to talk to 
anyone he met. If it was a heathen, he urged baptism, or if a 
Christian, he strengthened their faith, inspiring them by word and 
deed to live a godly life and be generous to others.  

All who walked with him, whether monks or lay folk, were 
encouraged to read the Scriptures and say the Psalms. If anyone 
gave him money, he either gave it to the poor, or used it to ransom 
any who had become unjustly sold as slaves. Many of the ransomed 
slaves later became his disciples and, when they had been 
instructed and trained, he ordained them to the priesthood. 

Amongst Aidan’s first group of followers were the four brothers 
Cedd, Cynabel, Caelin and Chad. He taught them the scriptures and 
sacraments, prayer and Psalms as he prepared them for mission.  

      (Courtesy of Bishop Bill Godfrey 



BEAT THE STREET 

I expect lots of you have recently seen children and adults tapping a 
fob or card onto a box, usually fixed to a lamp-post.  Most of them 
are near to school entrances or parks. 
Beat the Street is a challenge across Chesterfield where schools, 
workplaces and community groups are competing to see who can 
walk, run or cycle the furthest by the 8th of April. 
The idea is to tap your fob or card on one of the beat boxes, then 
find a different beat box within an hour.  Tap that beat box to earn 10 
points.  Continue tapping the beat boxes and earn 10 points each 
time you tap a box. 

The aim is to encourage children and adults to walk to school or 
work, and basically become more active, and then to continue these 
new healthy lifestyle habits. 
A map is provided which shows where the 120 Beat Boxes can be 
found, generally half a mile apart. 
Prizes will be awarded to Schools or Groups with the most total 
points, prizes being in the form of books or gym equipment. 
Two weeks into the game there are over 13,000 participants. 

It is funded by The National Lottery and supported by Chesterfield 
Borough Council. 

Kaye Watkinson 

…………………………………………………… 

WORD OF THE MONTH 
Plenipotentiary 

n. a person (especially a diplomat) invested with the full power of 
independent action 

adj; having this power (based on Latin plenus ‘full’ and potentia 
‘power’) 



Good Books  

 Edgar Guest (1881-1959) 
Good books are friendly things to own. 

If you are busy they will wait. 
They will not call you on the phone 

Or wake you if the hour is late. 
They stand together row by row, 
Upon the low shelf or the high. 

But if you’re lonesome this you know: 
You have a friend or two nearby. 
The fellowship of books is real. 

They’re never noisy when you’re still. 
They won’t disturb you at your meal. 
They’ll comfort you when you are ill. 

The lonesome hours they’ll always share. 
When slighted they will not complain. 

And though for them you’ve ceased to care 
Your constant friends they’ll still remain. 
Good books your faults will never see 

Or tell about them round the town. 
If you would have their company 

You merely have to take them down. 
They’ll help you pass the time away, 
They’ll counsel give if that you need. 
He has true friends for night and day 
Who has a few good books to read. 

As an avid book reader, I identify with this poem and agree 
whole-heartedly with its message.  As some of us face isolation 
due to Corvid 19, being able to read will be a source of 
companionship to many.  So, get your glasses on, your feet up, 
cup of tea to hand and settle down to enjoy a good read. 

Evelyn Lowe                    



ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ 
1     The Jerusalem Chamber  2   St. Paul’s   3  Ben Jonson, 
dramatist & poet.  He thought himself too poor to take up the usual 
amount of space in Poets Corner and said “two feet by 2 feet will do 
for all I want”.   4   38 (William & Mary were crowned in one 
ceremony)   5   Sir Christopher Wren, the architect of the cathedral  
6   Glasgow. It is a museum   7  Charles Macintosh  8 According to 
the Oxford English Dictionary – a head butt  - the earliest recorded 
use was in 1982   9   Glasgow, Renfrew Street (standing at 62 
metres high)  10  Birmingham   11  Big Ben & The Houses of 
Parliament  12  St. Andrews Trillion Trophy Stadium 
13     Birmingham 

………………………………………………. 

 Guidance on Spiritual Communion and Coronavirus 

The term ‘Spiritual Communion’ has been used historically to 
describe the means of grace by which a person, prevented for some 
serious reason from sharing in a celebration of the Eucharist, 
nonetheless shares in the communion of Jesus Christ. The form of 
prayer below offers Christians an opportunity to give thanks for their 
communion with him, particularly at times when they would ordinarily 
be present at the Eucharist. 
The Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if we offer ourselves 
in penitence and faith, giving thanks for the redemption won by 
Christ crucified, we may truly ‘eat and drink the Body and Blood of 
our Saviour Christ’, although we cannot receive the sacrament 
physically in ourselves. Making a Spiritual Communion is particularly 
fitting for those who cannot receive the sacrament at the great feasts 
of the Church, and it fulfils the duty of receiving Holy Communion 
‘regularly, and especially at the festivals of Christmas, Easter and 
Whitsun or Pentecost’ (Canon B 15). 



The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of 
a building but by the Body of Christ of which we are members. In 
making our communion spiritually, we are joining with Christians 
everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread 
of Life’. 
In making a Spiritual Communion, you may wish to pray all or part of 
the following, as you are able. 

An act of Spiritual Communion 

You may wish to find a space for prayer in front of a cross, a candle, 
or a special place. You might choose to make your Spiritual 
Communion at a particular time of day, or after viewing a live 
streamed service. 

Reflect on the day and on your relationships. 
- What good things have come from God today? 
- Where have I fallen short? 
- What might I do tomorrow? 
You may wish to say or pray 

Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 

Read the following words from Scripture. If you have access to 
today’s readings for Holy Communion, you may wish to read and 
reflect on them. 

Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’ 
John 6.35 

Pray for the needs of the world, for your local community, and for 
those close to you. End with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Our Father… 



Give thanks for the saving death and resurrection of Jesus and ask 
him to be with you now. 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have 
given me, for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I 
cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 

You might then add one or more of the following prayers: 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’. 
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. Hear my prayers for 
others and for myself, and keep me in your care. Amen. 

O God, 
help me to trust you, 
help me to know that you are with me, 
help me to believe that nothing can separate me from your love 
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord, in these days of mercy, make us quiet and prayerful; in these 
days of challenge, make us stronger in you; 
in these days of emptiness, 
take possession of us; 
in these days of waiting, 
open our hearts to the mystery of your cross. 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you most humble and hearty thanks 
for all your goodness and loving kindness. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and 
all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 



And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies that our 
hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 
and that we show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honour and glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

Angela Ashwin 
Conclude with the following: 
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 

…………………………………………………… 

Giving during a crisis 

I have had a few folks contact me regarding their stewardship 
(financial giving) while services are suspended.  

Obviously we cannot now give via the collection envelopes, or on to 
the plate, during services. Also, despite services being suspended, 
church still has its regular costs to keep up with.  

Therefore, if you would like to continue to support Newbold Parish 
Church financially, please send cheques payable to ‘Newbold PCC 
income account’ to: Newbold PCC, ℅ The Rectory, Littlemoor, 
Chesterfield. S41 8QN 

Or, by direct transfer to: PCC of St John The Evangelist, Newbold  
a/c at the Chesterfield Branch of HSBC Bank plc 
Sort Code: 40-17-15 Account No: 61331795 (mark it ‘donation’)  

Many thanks 

Ben 



CHURCH DIRECTORY     email: info@newboldparishchurch.org.uk  
                                           www.facebook.com/newboldparishchurch 

For Baptism and Marriage arrangements  please contact our Rector, Ben, 
directly via email: 

revbengriffiths@gmail.com or phone 01246 450374                     

Rector                                 The Revd. Ben Griffiths                       01246 450374
Please note: The Rector is unavailable on Thursdays

Assistant Curate Revd. Rhoda Blackwell 07838 316610

Lay Reader Chris Barnes 07753835687

Church Wardens                                             Richard Peet 07967 564302
Lesley Howard 07712 921585

Verger Stephen Franks 01246 557059
P.C.C. Secretary Adrian Blanksby 01246 453648 

Organist & Choir Stuart Watkinson 01246 278862
Child Protection Julie Franks 01246 557059

Adult Protection Ena Johnson 01246 451426
Magazine Editors                  Ena Johnson                                        01246 451426

Evelyn Lowe 01246 206458
Magazine Distribution Margaret Beasley 01246 453787

 Church School  Head     Kerry Marsh 01246 232370
       Business Manager Joanne Brown 01246 232370

Women’s Group             Trish Law 01246 450407

Mens’ Group Chris Burrows 07843 780880
Monday Club Margaret Beasley 01246 453787

Craft Group   
   
Eagle Club Secretary

Christine Wieloch 

Angela Thompson

01246 274861 

01246 451141
Pre-school Hope Seedhouse 01246 451141 

Group Scout Master Roy Bagnall 07854414302
Parish Room (hire) Evelyn Lowe                                01246 206458

St John the Evangelist Church, on St John’s Road, is the Church of England 
Parish Church of Newbold with Dunston, in the North East Derbyshire Deanery, 
Archdeaconry of Chesterfield, Diocese of Derby and the Province of Canterbury.
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	May they rest in peace and rise in glory

